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The Good and Wise Advisor's teaching

is like a spring sun in that it produces
and makes grow the roots and sprouts of
all good Dharmas.

— % REEX

Flower Adornment Sutra
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No fighting, no greed, no seeking, no selfishness, no pursuing personal advantage, and no lying.
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The Western Land of Ultimate Bliss is Your Home
——May All Virtuous Ones Work Hard Together

TN EAN B %/ By the Venerable Master Hua
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Correction from editor :

Issue 153 page 3, The verse from
the Venerable Master Hua’s
lecture not from his writings.




May All Virtuous Ones
Work Hard Together
Everyone can practice the
Buddha-recitation Dharma-door.
All you have to do is recite
"Namo Amitabha Buddha," and
at the end of your life you will
be born in a lotus in the Land of
Ultimate Bliss, where you will
hear Amitabha Buddha speak
Dharma and eventually attain
Buddhahood. "Death is still far
off," you say, "why should we
recite the Buddha's name now?"
You must develop your skill in
reciting right now, so that you
will remember to recite at the
time of death. Just as a tree must
grow for many years before it
becomes a hundred feet tall, you
must begin practicing reciting the
Buddha's name now so that when
it comes time to die, you will be
able to recite single-mindedly,
without sickness, greed, hatred,
stupidity, or confusion, and
Amitabha Buddha will come to
guide you. If you don't recite now,
you won't remember to when
your body starts to fall apart at
the time of death, unless a Good
and Wise Advisor is there to remind
you and help you. Therefore, it's
important to recite the Buddha's
name every day and enter the
Buddha-recitation samadhi, so
that reciting will come naturally
at the time of death and you won't
forget. Or if you are unable to
recite Namo Amitabha Buddha,
Amitabha Buddha won't forget
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you and so he will come riding
the ship of his great vows, receive
you onto a golden dais, and take

you to the Land of Ultimate Bliss.

He won't forget about you.

You are mindful of the Buddha,
1 am mindful of the Buddha,
Why are we mindful of the
Buddha?

To end birth and death, to
transform the Saha,

So that everywhere is ultimate
bliss, everywhere Amitabha.
With no you and no me, what is
there?

In still contemplation, the myriad
things are understood.

Cut off afflictions, smash
through ignorance,

Leap out of the Triple Realm's

great river of love.

Foolish people recite the
Buddha's
Buddha will give them some

name, hoping the
good food to eat. Some recite,
"Namo Amitabha Buddha, Namo
Amitabha Buddha, please give us
Other
people recite hoping to obtain

some warmer weather!"

good luck and happiness, or to
escape problems and suffering.
The primary purpose of reciting
the Buddha's name is to end birth
and death, that is, to have control
over our own births and deaths. If
we want to live, we can recite
Amitabha Buddha's name day after
day and live forever. If we want
to die, then we recite "Namo
Amitabha Buddha" and the Buddha

will come to receive us. We will be
free of illness, greed, and delusion,
as if entering samadhi, and we will
be reborn in the Land of Ultimate
Bliss with no problem at all.
Secondly, if we recite the Buddha's
name, we can transform the Saha
world itself into the Land of Ultimate
Bliss, where beings endure none of
the sufferings and enjoy every
happiness.Recite to the point that
you, me, the Buddha, and everything
"That's too
If everything is

else disappears.
dangerous!
gone, won't we all be finished?"
you say. It's only to be feared
that you won't be finished. If
you are truly "finished," then
you are free. At that time, you
will understand the myriad
phenomena of the world, such
as why crows are black and
cranes are white, why pines are
straight and brambles are twisted.
Since you understand everything,
afflictions are cut off, ignorance
is smashed, and you leap out of
the great river of love that courses
through the Desire, Form, and
Formless Realms. In the Triple
Realm, we are so deluded by love,
loving each other until we die,
and then coming back for another
round, never waking up enough
to escape. Now, however, we
want to leap out of the river of
love. "I don't want to," someone
says. Then you can undergo a few
more rounds of birth and death.
With each round, you sink lower
and lower, until you sink to the
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very bottom of the river of love!
Drowning represents your soul
being split into many small
creatures, such as mosquitoes
and ants. These insects have
low intelligence, few blessings,

and very short lives.

The Western Land of Ultimate
Bliss is Your Home

In this world, nothing is fixed
before it happens. The future can
always be changed. For example,
before we recited "Namo Amitabha
Buddha," we didn't have the
qualifications to be reborn in
the Land of Ultimate Bliss. Once
we recite, we become qualified.
Even if originally it would have
been difficult for you to be
reborn in the West, once you
recite it becomes possible.
On the other hand, even if
you could be reborn in the
West with a single recitation, if
you don't recite once, you won't
get there. So nothing is fixed. The
Vajra Sutra says, "There are no
This is called

Anuttarasamyaksambodhi."

fixed dharmas.

That is the method for attaining
unsurpassed, proper and equal,
right enlightenment. We should
advance courageously, undaunted
by suffering, difficulty, cold, and
hunger, until we arrive at the
Land of Ultimate Bliss. Reciting
"Namo Amitabha Buddha" is
what really counts. In reciting,
the most important thing is to end
birth and death.
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Gold Sage Monastery-A Dream Bodhi Place
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was born in Burma-a country where Buddhism is in prosperity,

therefore, I had the opportunity to encounter Buddhadharma since I
was little. After I moved to Taiwan, I still drew near to temples, but I felt
something was missing. By chance five years ago, my whole family very
fortunately came to Gold Sage Monastery, the moment when I stepped into
the monastery, upon hearing the recitation of the holy name of Amitabha Buddha
led by Dharma Masters, and seeing the adornments of the Bodhi place, I was deeply
moved, and I regained the sense of peacefulness which had been gone from my
mind for a long time, I thought to myself: this is the place where I truly wished
for.

After attending Dharma assemblies and Sutra lectures for these years, I
have learned to recite the Heart Sutra, the Amitabha Sutra, the Great Compassion
Mantra...etc., and I am still working hard. I benefited a lot from the recitation of the
Heart Sutra. During the lowest point and the most difficult time of my life three
years ago, [ was liberated from difficult and sufferings by thepassage of the
Heart Sutra: “He is unimpeded in his mind, because there is no impediment, he
is not afraid, and he leaves distorted dream-thinking far behind...”

I am grateful to Children’s Buddhism Sunday School in Gold Sage
Monastery, under the guidance of the teachers, my elder son was able to
go through his sensitive teenage period, and now he is a sophomore in
California University, in addition, my younger son learned how to
meditate from the school.

My most gratitude goes to the Venerable Master, because of his vast virtue
and great mind, we were able to have this piece of pure land to study Buddhadharma
in the west.
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The True Investment
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Another
come

Most companies are busy closing

year  has
and gone.

their books for the year end to see
what their profits and losses were
this year. But because of the great
financial crisis in 2008, the global
economy went into recession, and
if you invested in the stock market,
your investments must have lost a
great deal of value. Many stocks
that were originally quite valuable
became worthless in seconds.
Actually, investing in the stock
market is very risky since the
stock value goes up and down
with the market. For instance,
some companies, the banks in
particular, had pretty good stock
prices and financial reports in
2007, but last year, because they
carried a lot of bad loans, many
companies went bankrupt.

These investments are all
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unreliable. If you lost money
because your investments went
kaput, do not be sad. These are
all external wealth, and you
cannot take them with you
when you die.

What kind of investment
would be more reliable and really
worth the effort? That would be
our investment in cultivation. It is
the most important financial record
in our lives. So when we are
balancing its year-end report,
we should see if we made big
improvements? We should see
whether we were more vigorous or
lazier? This is the real financial
record for ending birth and
death because we can take these
investments with us when we
die.

If we notice that we did not
do well last year, then why don’t
we make a better investment plan
for this year? In 2009, the City of
Ten Thousand Buddhas will have
a lot of Dharma assemblies, such as
three Guan Yin Recitation Sessions,
the Ten Thousand Buddha
Repentance, the Avatamsaka
Sutra recitation, the Transmission
of the Lay Bodhisattva Precepts,
and etc. We should ask ourselves
whether we can attend these
Dharma assemblies or not. In
addition, for people who have not
taken refuge, are you planning to
do so? For those who have already
taken refuge, are you planning to
take the five precepts? For those
who have already taken the five
precepts, are you planning to step

up to another level and take the
Bodhisattva Precepts? There are
also some who are not vegetarian,
or are not completely vegetarian;
are you planning to become
vegetarian?

Our most reliable invest-
ment is the merit and virtue we
acquired from our cultivation. It
will not change value according
to the market; we have absolute
control over it, because its value
depends on our cultivation.

For every ounce of vigor,
there will be an ounce of merit
and virtue. But the only thing that
would make this investment
value depreciate is our temper.
The Venerable Master
“The fire of anger burns the

said,

forest of merit and virtue.”
When our temper flares up, we
destroy all of the merit and virtue
we acquired. However, our temper
is controllable because it was us
who wanted to get angry in the
first place. How can we subdue
our mind? Bowing to the
Buddhas more often will make
our minds calmer and keep our
temper in check. It is like what
the  Venerable

“Recognize your own faults, and do

Master  said:

not discuss the faults of others. The
shortcomings of others are also my
own; being one with all is called
great compassion.” When you
contemplate it as thus, nothing
will make you upset anymore.
R

LA




In my understanding about experience the Budhisattva Precepts
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In my  understanding
about endorsing the
Budhisattva Precepts of the laymen
is that you should uphold the Five
Precepts well, respect the Triple
Jewels, and benefit all living beings
with or without having relation
with us.

I have an example to explain
the precept of stealing. The story
happened in a monastery, the
clothing of an old dharma master
had been stolen by a burglar, so
he had the hard time to keep
cold

weather. But there were some

himself warm in the

clothes dropped on the way while
the thief rushed out in a hurry.
The young dharma master asked
his master, “May I pick up these
clothes left in the temple for
you?” The old dharma master
replied “No, these clothes belong
to the burglar since he took them.
If you pick them up, you would
offend the precept of stealing.”
The old master then asked the
young disciple to bring the
clothes to the thief. (I don’t know
how he located the burglar, But he
sent them to him). After receiving
the clothes,
moved and regretted his wrong

the thief was so

doing, he vowed to never commit
the same offense.

As for respecting the Triple
Jewels, the Buddha Jewel, you
should bow to the Buddha three
times while you enter the Buddha
Hall. You should straiten your
clothes and greet the Buddha
when you see the his statue. For

the Dharma Jewel, you should
reverence the Tripitaka and the
Twelve Divisions of the Canon.
For the
shouldn’t say the

Sangha Jewel, you
dharma
master’s name directly, always
add the “Dharma Master” as a
prefix. If you don’t know their
dharma name, you can ask the
people around.

While making an offering,
you should sincerely present the
most precious things to the Triple
Jewels. Here is a good example
regarding how to respect the
robe and the sash. In the female
dormitory of CTTB, there are
separate buckets with the labels
for washing the robes and sashes.
You shouldn’t use them to wash
your underwear, not only so, the
bucket that's for washing the
sashes is different from the one
for the robes. Also, both of the
buckets are placed on the top of
the shelf away from the floor. All
these are to show reverence to the
robe, the sash, and the dharma.

One good example for being
compassionate was during the
training of receiving the precepts, a
lay woman prepared and offered
two important things to others:
One was the tissue papers which
became the necessity when we
moved with tears in the repentance,
another was the cloth clips which
helped us to fix the sash with
robe sleeve. She was practicing
the Way of Budhisattva.

In the ceremony of the
transferring Budhisattva Precepts,

9




we requested three teachers.
There were three dharma masters:
DM Heng Sure, DM Ming Zaou,
and DM Heng Lu. Actually, in the
process of transferring precepts,
the receivers earnestly requested
the fundamental teacher
Buddha as the
Precepts Transmitter, Man Jusri
Budhisattva as the Karmadana,
Budhisattva as  the

Teaching Transmitter. It was an

Shakyamuni

Maitreya

extremely adorned ceremony.
During the ceremony, the
dharma masters recited each
precept three times with three
different
English and Vietnamese. Even
though 1 don’t

Vietnamese, | recited the precept

languages;  Chinese,

understand

one more time with Chinese or
English to help myself memorize

them.

In the whole process of
transferring the precepts, we were
like a dharma container accepting the
proper dharma. But the container had
been filled with our bad habits since
countless kalpa, like a vase filled
with polluted water. Each time
we repented, we slowly empted
out the dirty water of bad habits.
Dharma Master Lu said, “Each
time you repent, it is like paying
your debts by installment. If you
can’t pay the due in full, you can
pay piece by piece.” We need to
sincerely apologize to our debtors
who were hurt by us. We should
truthfully express our deep sorrow
that we had harmed them and
caused them suffering because of
our greed, hatred, and stupidity in
the past. When we earnestly show

our regrets it is like we gradually
empty out the filthy water from
the container. When the container
is emptied, the wholesome
dharma from the Buddhas and
Budhisattvas in the sky would
flow into the empty vase. And
eventually the proper dharma will
flow to the Dharma Realm and
benefit all beings. We should be
compassionate toward all beings
around us, including the invisible
beings. We should help them and
liberate their sufferings. Showering
all the beings in the Dharma Realm
with Buddha Dharma is like
honey dews, bring forth their
bodhi resolve.

2009 RS (0357 4 H

The Transmission of the Lay Bodhisaattva Precepts at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas.

F B s P 6/28/09 ~7/2/09
T %‘fﬁ =545 7/3/09 (Friday)
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(K Bl bER i
HEE

Date :
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6/28/09 ~ 7/3/09 Training period for precepts

7/3/09 Transmission of the Lay Bodhisattva Precepts
Location: The City of Ten Thousand Buddhas (CTTB)

Fees:

Preceptees may make a donation as they wish according to their ability
Application deadline : April 8, 2009 is the deadline for the applications. Apply early

because space is limited. If space is full, no more applicants will be accepted.
If you are interested in attending please contact GSM for more information.
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GoLD SAGE MONASTERY ANNOUNCEMENT OF DHARMA ASSEM-

2/1,15 (8:00 AM ~9:00 AM )

BETEE The Shurangama Mantra Recitation

LR

2/1,15

(9:00 AM~11:00 AM )
Lecture on The Sutra of Golden Light

!
Sunday

2/8

=HEIZEZ (8:15am~ 400 M)
Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation

ANz

2/22

Six Syllable Mantra Assembly

—_
= (8:15AM~3:00 PM)

TOE| fﬁ}?ﬁﬁﬁ Buddhist Events in Feb. 2009

FIHY Date

& F 2B 3E  Elders’ Dharma Study Group 2/7 # 75 2:00 PM ~ 4:30 PM 4B
Gold Sage
X &M EE  Great Compassion Repentance #H1pm Monastery
E| f}}if if7 Buddhist Events in March, 2009 FIH] Date Y %’T
AU R A » ‘
Celebra'aon of Gwan Yin Bochisattva’s Birthday 315 s i B2 3R,
EEFHEMSTHRATBAEE > HGRID12BKHTRE CTTB
Gold Sage Monastery will arrange bus tour for same-day travel.
A 15 7% 4 Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation 3/1:# 8 8:15 AM ~ 4:00 PM
&k & 24k ¥E  Elders’ Dharma Study Group 3/7 # 55 2:00 PM ~ 4:30 PM A
Gold Sage
% f %9 The Shurangama Dharma Door 3/8,22,29 # A 8:00 AM ~ 3:00| Monastery
K M2 Great Compassion Repentance 81 pm
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Ha])}oy Lunar New Year
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Dharma Friends,

The editor group of Pure Sound of Silicon Valley wishes you a Happy Lunar New Year— replete
with auspiciousness and full of Dharma joy. In addition, we would like to express our most
sincere gratitude to everyone.

First, we would like to thank Dharma Masters for being trustful to us, and for providing us this
opportunity to train ourselves.

Secondly, we would like to thank the volunteers for every bit of their efforts. It is their hard work
of translation, composing, keying in, mailing, printing, photographing, and proofing that make
this piece of newsletter possible.

Least but not least, we have to thank you—our loyal readers, because of your spiritual support,
Pure Sound of Silicon Valley is able to reach farther and last longer, we wish for more support
from you and expect your precious advices to make this journal better.

Wish you a happy and smooth new year!
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