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The past leaves, present arrives, spring turns to fall,
Fighting for fame, scrambling for fortune, where is the end?
Great wealth and glorious honor, no more than a night dream.

Lasting pleasure, worry-free forever, who can attain?

— BN LA
By the Venerable Master Hua
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No fighting, no greed, no seeking, no selfishness, no pursuing personal advantage, and no lying.



N LAGEM TR
By the Venerable Master Hua
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Don’t Wait Until You’re Old to Cultivate the Way
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hen we are in this world, we should hurry and cultivate.

Don't wait around. If you don't cultivate when young, and
you wait until your hair turns gray to cultivate, it will be too
late. The saying goes,

Don't wait until you're old to cultivate the Way.

The lonely graves are full of young people.

Young people will also die soon. Regardless of whether
you are young or old, when the time comes, the ghosts of
impermanence will drag you off to see King Yama. They
won't show you any courtesy at all. It is said,

Age makes no difference in the realm of the living,

For people constantly meet in the realm of the dead.

Each of you should pay attention! Time is precious. An
inch of time is an inch of life, so don't casually let the time pass in
vain. When the three disasters are imminent, will we be able to
survive? While we are still young, we must cultivate zealously.
Don't wait until tomorrow to cultivate. The best way is to
immediately start cultivating today.

Someone is thinking, "I won't cultivate today. I'll put it
off till tomorrow." Tomorrow, you'll put it off to the next day.
You keep putting it off until your hair turns white, your eyes
become blurry, your ears go deaf, and your teeth fall out. At
that point, you want to cultivate, but your body won't obey, and
your four limbs are no longer agile. It will be unspeakably bitter then.

You all should know that living in this world, we are
like fish in a pond that is evaporating. We don't have much
time left! As it is said,

This day is already done. Our lives are that much less.
We're like fish in a shrinking pond. What joy is there in
this?

Great Assembly!

We should be diligent and vigorous,

As if our own heads were at stake.

Only be mindful of impermanence.

And be careful not to be lax.

From beginningless eons in the past until now, we
have not known to cultivate. We undergo birth and death, and
after death, birth again. We should really be pained at heart about
this. Why, even now, do we still want to put off cultivating? Each
of us should think about it--time doesn't wait. In the twinkling
of an eye, this life will be over.
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One Way of Birth, Different Ways of Death

2 E %E@ B / By DM Heng Yun
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e just heard the Venerable

Maser’s lecture on birth
and death. After thinking it over, I
find that there is actually no birth
or death. Why? Because it is just a
change of a body, as it is said “after
this life ends, one will be reborn in
another life”. The Venerable Master
mentioned that if someone commits
suicide when encountering difficulties
thinking that he will be free of
suffering by doing so, he will
find no such bargain. Then what
will happen to that person? He
will commit suicide once again
every day at the time when he
committed suicide, and he will
undergo suffering constantly.

From the Venerable
Master’s lecture, we also heard the
story about Emperor Chong Zhen,
who was a novice monk in his
previous life. He fell down from
the roof and died when he was
working for a temple. The abbot
was concerned that the novice
monk would not have enough
blessings in his next life, therefore
he asked his disciples to bury him
in an unusual way. However, his
disciples could not bear to do so,
and they buried him as usual. In the
next life, the novice monk became
the emperor Chong Zhen, because
he had virtue but no blessing, he
ended up killing himself in the
coal mountain.

The novice monk and the
emperor Chong Zhen were the
same person, therefore, it is said
that there is no birth or death, but a
change of body, a residence. Then
what kind of residence will we live
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in? Where will we go? A mansion?
A hut? Or a shabby room? The
answer depends on what we do
now.

As for
Yama has already sent me many

myself, King

letters, being a left-home person I
was able to receive messages of
impermanence quite frequently. I
remembered that my grandmother
passed away when I was in the
fourth grade. At that time I did not
realize it was a message for me. Later |
received other letters, including the
death of my father as well as some
fellow cultivators and laypersons.

There is a saying that goes:
“One way of birth, but different
ways of death.” Everyone was born
in the same way-from the womb of
his/her mother, but everyone has a
different way of death. From my
personal observation, there is great
variety in the ways of death. Some
people’s bodies were very soft after
death. The first one I met was the
Venerable Master’s elder sister,
which was a very special case, she
passed away after she came to
USA, since most of her relatives
lived in China, her cremation had
to be delayed until they arrived. It
had been some days after her death,
and during that period, her body was
kept in the cooler room. I participated
in her cremation ceremony. Due to a
special condition, I had to touch her
body, and I felt her body was very
soft, which left a deep impression on
me.

In my father’s case, his
body remained very soft for one or
two days after his death, I could

move his hands around easily. I
guess probably he cultivated in his
past lives, not merely in this life,
therefore he looked very adorned
when he passed away. Since | met
two cases in a row in which the
bodies were very soft, I had the
impression that this was a quite
common thing.

different

Later, I met

cases, it was then I got to know —

sometimes the body was so hard
that you could not even change
their clothes, and you had to cut
open their clothes. Sometimes, the
body was watering and discharging
pus. There were also cases where
people could not let go and had
obstructions in their mind. Even
thought they cultivated very
vigorously in daily life, they
could not let go and had attachments
in their mind; it was difficult for
them to attain rebirth auspiciously
and their body would be hard. It
is also speaking dharma for us
and reminds us to be aware.
After witnessing so many kinds of
death, I got to know that everyone
had a different kind of death, which
made me deeply understand the
saying— “One way of birth, but
different ways of death.”

did not
know the saying. So how did I

Originally, I

come to know? Several years ago,
the manager of a funeral mortuary
came to our temple to invite the
Sangha to lecture. The manager was
an upright and impartial person; he
could not bear with inferior qualities
of employees, for example: stealing
dead persons’ belongings when

6

they had not been seen by dead
persons’ relatives, such as ring on
fingers. Sometimes since the finger
was already swollen and the ring
could not be pulled off, they cut
off the finger. The manager was
very angry about their behavior
and he thought they should not do
that and that they should be given
a lecture.

There are only a few funeral
mortuaries and they belong to
government. Since the local
population is very dense, although
there are quite a few entrances for
cremation, which are quite long and
far, when it was a good day for
cremation, people had to line up.
Sometimes, several coffins were
sent in at the same time. Sometimes,
the cremated corpse came out one
after another consecutively. You
would see different ceremonies,
sometimes it was jingly and tinkly,
sometimes people were crying
hard, there were seldom cases
where the ceremonies were held
according to Dharma. In this way,
a body was turned to ashes, and
the life journey was over.

Since workers in funeral
mortuary often dealt with the dead,
if they did not maintain a proper
mind, they would look deformed. At
the time when the manager invited
us to be there, there were many
looked deformed.

Sorry, I should not say it this way,

people who

but they looked like people in the
nether world, lacking proper energy.
It was difficult to communicate
with them since they did not care
to listen. I asked them: “In your
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many experiences, what kind of
person looked the most adorned
after death?” They came up with
different strange answers, for
thought
wealthy people looked the most

example, someone
beautiful after death since their
bodies were decorated. Among
them, a strong lady impressed me
deeply, and she was one of the
employees who had proper
energy. When talking about
why she chose the career, she said
that because when she was
young, she wanted to understand
how people had “one way of
birth, but different

death”. She had been in this career

ways of

for several decades. Her job was to
clean up the dead body and put on
makeup. She had seen many cases,
and she thought people looked the
most beautiful if they died with a
peaceful mind, instead of by using
makeup. Many rich people died
without their eyes being closed,
therefore she thought passing away
peacefully made people look the
most adorned.

Therefore, all

experiences are letters for me from

these

King Yama, telling me how life is
impermanent. However, I still did
not understand it after receiving so
many letters. When messages
were delivered more and more
frequently, my impression became
stronger and they inspired me to
look deeper into and understand
some issues. Our thoughts keep
coming and going incessantly, our
body also keeps changing continually,
therefore, we are destined to undergo

Pure Sound From Silicon Valley Newsletter Issue 160 August, 2009

death, and no one can escape.
Therefore, we must see through
the truth of life by being aware
of the fact that our body just
temporarily belongs to us and will
not permanently follow us. Maybe
you are a woman this life, but you
might become a man in your next
life. In this life, you are a man, but
in next life you might become an
animal, and that is not for sure.

Although our body is like
a temporary hotel for us, but at
least we can live in this hotel for
the time being, enabling us to
listen to lectures, study Dharma,
and cultivate, which is far easier
than animals. If we lost our human
body, then it would be difficult to
regain in ten thousand eons.
Considering this, there is no way
that we could excuse ourselves not
to cherish our human body, take
advantage of our limited lifetime
to study Buddha dharma, and then
return to the root and revert to the
origin, this is the real thing; otherwise,
we will be wasting time in this life,
unable to know where we will go
in next life!

Many of the greatly virtuous
Sangha in ancient times are our
models. I just mentioned that
some peoples’ bodies were as soft
death,
peoples’ bodies were too hard to

as cotton after some
be moved. However, there were
great virtuous Sangha who really
gained the liberty of birth and
death, if he wanted to go, he would
tell his disciples in advance: “I will
be gone at which hour, in which
day of which month, of which

year.” And when it was time, he
would really be gone, he could
pass away at his will. Some of his
disciples would cry at his departure,
then he would open his eyes and
say: “You are so silly, passing
away is a very common thing!”
After scolding his disciples, he
would be gone again.

So it totally depends on
us. Those virtuous Sangha in ancient
times cultivated really vigorously,
the environment they lived in were
very simple, unlike the environment
nowadays, which is complicated and
abundant with information. They
would work hard on cultivation
after hearing one sentence from
their Master, having no TV or
Internet, they focused on cultivation,
therefore many of them got
enlightened. Sometimes, they
would investigate a topic for
twenty or thirty years without any
stop, later, they could understand
their mind and see their nature,
thus gained the liberty of birth and
death, which means, they could
live or die at their will, unlike us,
who are not so free.

By virtue of listening to the
Venerable Master’s lecture today, we
should take the issue of birth and
death more seriously, take good
advantage of our human body,
and emulate the spirits of ancient
virtuous Sangha, and not to let
our journey in this life pass in vain.
Furthermore, pray that everybody
can return to their root and origin,

which is true and eternal.




ﬁ 1?ﬂ 66 g@ i—%%?%f (=)

Our Master —=Stories in Hong Kong  (2)
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Besides his inconceivable
stories, the Master has
special skills in teaching people
according to their conditions and
dispositions. During those years,
I studied in a catholic school,
since the Dbest schools in
Hongkong were either catholic
or Christian, and there were no
Buddhist schools. One day, I
told the Mater:”If I am wealthy
when I grow up, I am going to
open a Buddhist school.” The
Master: “Good. You have made a
good resolve.” Several months
later, the Master

“Guojun, I have a Dharma door,

told me:

if you cultivate for seven days,
you are able to get reborn in the
Western Bliss Land.” 1 knelt
down immediately and said:
“Master, please teach me this
Dharma door.” Then the Master
said: “How about your school?!”
The Master’s test exposed that
the resolve I made was a fake
one, not a genuine VOWw.
Therefore neither did I establish
a school, nor did I go to the
Western Bliss Land. Our lie can
not survive the Master’s Dharma
Eye. The Master was very flexible
in his teaching, we are really
fortunate to take refuge with
such a Master.

We should follow the
Master’s guidance and cultivate
vigorously. Many people mentioned
that they dreamed of the Master. |
whether their
dreams were real or not. Then

was not sure

how are we able to see the Master?

A dream is actually not necessary
in this case. We know Buddha
has three bodies: the dharma
body, the reward body and the
response body. The response body
is a responsive and transformed
body which is illusory and not
real, it only can be seen when you
have affinity, otherwise, you
won’t be able to see it; It is said “The
waters in a thousand rives manifest a
thousand moon  reflections”,
wherever there is water, there is
a reflection of the moon; however,
the moon reflection in the water
is not the real moon in the sky. By
the same token, the appearance
with thirty-two hallmarks and
which

Shakyamuni Buddha manifested

eighty adorned features,

when he was in India, is also a
reflection, a responsive and
transformed body, it is not real.
That is why in “The Vajra Sutra”,
it says: “All appearances are false
and unreal.” Then how can we
see the real and actual body? The
real body is the dharma body and
the reward body.

Then what is dharma
body and what is reward body? In
“The Sixth Patriarch's Dharma
Jewel Platform Sutra”, the sixth
patriarch said:“The clear, pure
Dharma-body, which is your nature;
the perfect, full Reward-body, which
is your wisdom.”In the ceremony
of meal offering, it mentioned
pure Dharma Body Vairocana
Buddha and the full Reward-Body
Locana Buddha What is the pure
dharma body? According to the
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sixth Patriarch’s definition, pure
dharma body is our nature, in
other words, our Buddha nature.
However since the Buddha nature
has no form or appearance, and is
invisible, then what is visible? It is
the reward body, the full reward
body, which the sixth patriarch
referred as wisdom. The full reward
body is wisdom, it is the Buddha’s
and Bodhisattva’s wisdom, it is our
wisdom, however wisdom is also
very abstract and invisible, but
things created out of wisdom are
visible; The sutras proclaimed by
the Buddha, which can be seen
till today, came form his wisdom;
The Buddhism relevant work
derived from the Buddha’s

wisdom are also visible.

What we are able to see
are things created out of the
Master’s wisdom. When we
come to Gold Sage Monastery
(GSM) or go to the City of Ten
Thousand Buddhas (CTTB), in
every place we can find the Master’s
wisdom and compassion. From his
disciples’ vigorous cultivation and
seriously holding precepts, we can
find how his compassion, wisdom
and vows have accomplished.
Therefore, if we want to meet the
Master, we should frequently
visit GSM and CTTB, and read
his commentary on sutras more
often, by doing so, we would be
able to see the Master. In what
aspect we can see the Master?
The Master’s

perfect reward

body. Therefore, if you want to
see the real Master, you do no
need hurry back home to have a
dream, you could come to GSM to
listen to his lecture, and receive his
teachings, then you would be able
to feel that the Master are always
with us. Therefore, do not think
that only by seeing the Master’s
appearance or having a dream, will
you be able to see the Master. Just as
I have mentioned, “all appearances
are false and unreal.” The appearance
is illusory; however, “If one sees all
appearances as no appearances,
then one sees the Tathagata.”If
you are able to see GSM as no
GSM, but as the Master’s wisdom,
his reward body, then you truly see
the Master.

—HBREL  AAZF—B(ER—)ERASE o BETIME  BE
bt FTEARAGLHELES o B0 L |

We would like to welcome everyone to attend the Earth Store Recitation staring from

Bl A B

Celebration of Ullambana and Earth Store Recitation

August 31 to September 6 , at Gold Sage Monastery.

( Set up Plaques for Lengthening Life and for the Rebirth are available.)
—EHEFRT AAZB (RN LEAEHES o B S |

Gold Sage Monastery would like to welcome everyone to attend the Celebration of

Ullambana on Sept. 3 (Thursday.) , 8:15 am.

O HBREFETREFGT CNAAFAND(ERE) EFAF=ZF 5 o B L |

We would like to welcome everyone to attend the Celebration of Earth Store Bodhisattva’s

Birthday on Sept. 18 (Friday) , 8:30 am.
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GoLD SAGE MONASTERY ANNOUNCEMENT OF DHARMA ASSEM-

E lﬁir \F7 Buddhist Events in August, 2009

81/2

YBRRAFT (8:00aM ~ 3:00 M)
Lecture on The Shurangama Dharma Door

N
jﬁ[E[ 8/16
Sunday

e

SEHIZET (815 am~ 400 i)
Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation

8/23

ERZEPY (8.15AM~2:30 M)
Gwan Yin Recitation

8/8 ya (SAT.)

%%%1%% Elders’ Dharma Study Group (2:00 PM ~ 4:30 PM)

8/31 (Mon.)~9/6 (Sun.)

iﬂjﬁt Earth Store Recitation (8:15aM ~ 4:00 PM )

7/9;'- A1 pm KA |'iﬁi/£m Great Compassion Repentance

%Zﬁ»%ﬂ’t& .3 4;}5&41\/1}‘{\ 8/9 3@ H
Celebration of Gwan Yin Bodhisattva’s Enlightenment
X2 E’a ~
J& W B 4% @ Celebration of Ullambana 8/30 # B B 2R
(CTTB)
DEFHBEETHETIRAIOALZ ZR  HEPFRE
Gold Sage Monastery will arrange bus tour for same-day travel. Please sign up early.

Jef | 7735 Buddhist Events in September, 2009 ['#] Date ely
Hu3% %@ Earth Store Recitation -
LEFREMEENEEBAIKLZ LR > HDLHREL - o/13 WA k%,
Gold Sage Monastery will arrange bus tour for same-day travel. (CTTB)
Please sign up early.

J& A H B 2754 Celebration of Ullambana 9/3 # vy 8:15AM

Hui#k & Earth Store Recitation 8/31 ~9/6, 8:15AM~ 4:00 PM

o 35 F B 9754 Celebration of Earth Store Bodhisattva’s birthday [9/18 8 & 8:30AM~10:00 AM o '%
(GSM)

o VLB S A Y

Lecture on The Golden Light of the Most Victorious Kings

9/20 # 7 9:00AM~ 11:00 AM

A 15 7% 4 Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation 9/27 iR 8:15AM~ 4:00 PM
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Teeny tiny mosquito, you re so stingy and greedy by nature.

You re still engulfed in habits accumulated in life after life.

You were good at noting but harming others for your own sake.
Everywhere you went, you bullied the good and gave in to the evil.
Finally, your soul split and you fell to undergo your retribution.
Still adhering to your stupidity and stubbornness, you suck people’s blood and then flee.
In the Buddha’s eyes, you are truly pitiful.

As is our karma, so is our birth. Take care not to follow this example!

— BN LA

By the Venerable Master Hua




