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you only need to have faith,

and then you can break through all difficult states.
"Everything is made from the mind alone.”

If you think something is difficult. then it will be difficult;
if you think it is easy, it will be easy.

D
A picture from Cherishing Youth Day
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No fighting, no greed, no seeking, no selfishness, no pursuing personal advantage, and no lying.
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An Anguished Appeal to Educators
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Presently, education in many
countries has deteriorated,

and culture and learning trail in
the dust. Although there are still
some people in the education
profession who try hard to save
morality from perishing, a mere
cup of water cannot put out a

burning load of firewood. What is
the reason for the complete failure
of education? Those in the field of
education are unwilling to reform,
and do not seek to make progress.
They watch as students grow
more degenerate day by day--
murdering, setting fires, robbing,
and dealing drugs--and pretend
not to notice. They may even openly
encourage students to take drugs, get
abortions, behave promiscuously, use
contraceptives, and so on. That sort of
vulgar behavior only causes students to
become dissipated in mind and to go
against their conscience.

Although there are still some
educators who are speaking out and
sincerely exhausting their efforts,
trying to reform the degenerate
trends and to secure a good
foundation for young people,
the majority shamelessly ignore
their consciences and encourage
people to act in obscene and
disrespectful ways, to violate
human obligations, and to injure
public morals. As a result, the
brave and noble ideals of the students
are withered and crushed, and
their good roots are harmed and
obliterated. Before they have truly
activated their wisdom, they have
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already learned to be frivolous and
wild!

Some educators ceaselessly
insist that education in ethics and virtue
should be changed; they are nothing
but thieves among the virtuous
and rascals among the cultured.
In order to cover up and protect
their shortcomings, they oppose
genuine education and educational
reform with every means they
have. Like the blind leading the
blind, they delude the ignorant. Is
this not a great cause for anguish
and worry?

People devoted to education
should constantly base themselves on
the spirit of public justice, open-
mindedness, and great courage
when training the future leaders
of the world. Only then will they
not fail in their duty and not be
ashamed of the job they are doing as
teachers. However, if they continue
to indulge in deviant knowledge and
views, being jealous and obstructive,
fishing for praise and reputation,
oppressing others and elevating
themselves, covering up their faults,
and being false and deceitful, then
education will plummet, never to
rise and prosper again. The great
talents of humanity will also be
buried, and the nation's future
will be in grave danger! I hope
that educators will capture the
attention of young people and
quickly think of a way to save
our children from going astray
and willingly falling into error.
Then hopefully the fate of society
and the nation will take a turn for
the better.
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It All Begins from the Family
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A Dharma talk given by DM Heng Yun
on Shakyamuni Buddha's birthday

English translation by Lotus Lee / #iE %
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In the praise for bathing the
Buddha, it says “I now bathe
all Thus Come Ones, Who are
adorned with pure wisdom, who
have amassed merit and virtue.”
When we bathe the Buddha, are
we bathing someone else? Do we
need to bathe the Buddha because
he is not clean?

“All Thus Come Ones”
can mean one Buddha, and it can
also mean immeasurable
Buddhas.
pure and clean, they don’t need
us to bathe them. The Buddha
said that all living beings have

Buddhas are utmost

the Buddha nature, and they can
all become Buddhas. All living
beings are future Buddhas, but in
order to become Buddhas we have
to make ourselves wholesome first.
Cleaning the body is not just
cleaning the physical body. The
body, mouth, and mind must all
be clean. Through the symbolic
action of bathing the Buddha, we
are simultaneously hoping that
our mind and body will become
pure, and we will gradually walk
towards Buddhahood. It is only
when all of the karma of the
body, mouth, and mind are pure
that we can be “Adorned with
pure wisdom and amass merit
and virtue”; it is only when your
pure wisdom appears that your
merit and virtue will be complete.
So where should we start? We
have to start from ourselves.
Every one of us is like a small
world, if that little world is clean,

then the big world will become
wholesome as well.

Many of you have families.
When your own body and mind
is unpolluted, you can gradually
influence your family members
to become the same as you are.
The Venerable Master once said:
When the world deteriorates, it is
because the family is deteriorating;
and when the world changes for
the better, likewise, it starts from
the family. We are all members
of families, and every member of
a family should take care of his/
her own body and mind. A good
family is where the husband and
wife respect each other; where
the parents are compassionate
and the children are filial; and
where the husband is righteous
and kind, and the wife is virtuous
and competent.

Through my life as a left-
home person, I have met many
laypeople with different family
backgrounds. Let me tell you a
story. There was a man who used
to be the boss of a big company.
After he retired, he devoted all
his time and effort to learning the
Buddhadharma. He said that this
is what he wanted to do for the
rest of his life. Not long after, he
started to think about leaving the
home life. His wife said, “If he
wants to leave the home life, then
I will buy a house next to the
temple so that I can take care of
him.” Why she would say that
really puzzled me. I finally

understood after she explained
her situation. She said that they
had been married for about forty
And through all these

years, her husband never helped

years.

to set the table or wash the
dishes after meals. She had to do
everything for him. He always
waited until his wife had set the
table and gotten the rice ready,
then he would come to the table
to eat. And this poor woman had
had to do this ever since they
were married. Afterwards, 1 told
this man, “Now you are a Buddhist.
As Buddhists, we have to practice
the Dharma ourselves and in our
lives. Starting from today, you
should get your own rice and
wash your own dirty dishes.”
Some time later, his wife happily
told me that her husband had
improved; now, he would get
his own rice and wash his own
dishes.

Once I saw a lady stay at
the temple until very late, so I
told her to hurry up and go
home. She said, “It’s all right, my
husband takes care of everything at
home, so I don’t have to leave so
quickly.” This is one kind of
family. There is another kind of
wife who, whenever she comes to
the temple, is always very anxious:
“My husband is almost home, I
have to hurry back, or else he will
yell at me when I get home!”
Then there are the husbands.
There was a layman who didn’t
come to the temple for a long

WESRE £ 1705 2010 F£6 B



time. When I saw him again, I
asked him, “Why haven’t you
come here for so long?” He
sighed and said, “That one at
home [his wife] wouldn’t let me

',,

come!” As you can see, the situation
in every household is very different.

A better situation is
where both the husband and
wife are willing to learn the
Buddhadharma

they help each other accomplish

together, and

the way. In the temple, [ have seen
quite a few couples who respect
each other like this. Since you have
especially good affinities, you
should help each other accomplish
Buddhahood. Don’t put up a show
in the temple, but then back at
home the husband treats the wife
like a servant, or vice versa. As we
were bathing the Buddha today, we
sang the praise “I now bathe all
Thus Come Ones”. It actually
means that we should purify
ourselves beginning from our
own mind and body. Even if we
have read many sutras and bowed
to many Buddhas, but in our
daily life, if the husband still
yells at the wife all the time, or
the other way around; or maybe
if we don’t get along with our
relatives and children, then we
have not truly learned the
Buddhadharma.

Buddhadharma is not like learning

Learning the

worldly knowledge. Understanding
and practicing are both important;
after you understand the principle,
you have to actually do it and

Pure Sound From Silicon Valley Newsletter Issue 170 June, 2010

change yourself. Only then will
you have truly received its benefits.
It is like eating; only when you eat
will you know the satisfaction of
eating.

Among all the people in
this world, there is only one person
who will become your husband or
wife. It is the result of deep affinities.
Of course, everyone’s causes
and conditions are different.
Some couples have good affinities
with each other, so they get along
very well. But for those who don’t
have good affinities in the past,
they end up fighting and arguing
all the time. The Venerable Master
had a disciple who was a very nice
person. He got along well with
everyone except his wife. The
two of them were always arguing.
One time his child told the Venerable
Master that he had a vision where he
saw, in a past life, his mother was
a dog, and his father was a human
who beat that dog all the time.
The child asked, “Is it true that
my parents used to be like that?”
The Venerable Master nodded his
head. From the bad affinities in
the past, it was very hard for
these two people to get along in
their present life. It got so bad
that the Venerable Master had to
tell this disciple, “Be nicer to
your wife.” Somewhere in their
consciousnesses they still bore
the painful memories of the past,
and due to that, their marriage
was never happy.

Although some couples

may have bad relationships, it does
not mean that it cannot improve.
There is a saying, “Things happen
because of our effort.” Fate is not
absolute. It can be changed, but it
needs effort. In ancient China,
during the Liang dynasty, there
was a famous monk named
Dharma Master Zhi Gong who
had the ability to see peoples’
past lives. One day, a lady came
to ask for his help. She said that
her life was full of suffering and
pain, because her husband often
beat her for no reason. She asked
Dharma Master Zhi Gong what
she should do. Dharma Master
Zhi Gong told her, “In your past
life, you were the owner of a mill,
and your husband was a donkey.
hit the
whenever he slowed down or

You always donkey
stopped while he was pulling
the millstone. So in this life, this
donkey became your husband,
and he will repay you by hitting
you as much as you hit him in
your past life. If you want to
change your predicament, I can
teach you a method: since your
husband uses whatever is on hand
to beat you up, when you get
home, tidy up the house and only
leave the head of a broom in
sight. When he sees that there is
nothing else to use, he will use
the broom to hit you. When he
does so, don’t run or retaliate.
Accept it willingly, because you
have to pay back your past
debts.” She promised that she




would do that.

After this woman went
home, she did what Dharma Master
Zhi Gong told her to do and
willingly allowed her husband
to hit her. Her husband thought
it strange and asked her, “Back
then when I hit you, you would
yell and scream, but why is it that
today you are not even retaliating?”’
She then told her husband everything
Dharma Master Zhi Gong said.
After hearing the story, her
husband replied, “From now
on I shouldn’t hit you anymore, or
else in the next life it’ll be your
turn to hit me.” The couple was at
peace with each other afterwards.
Why did Dharma Master Zhi
Gong tell her to prepare a head of
a broom? It’s because there are
many hairs on the head of a
broom, and when her husband
used it to hit her, every hair
counts as one lash. Therefore, she
was able to pay back her debts

very quickly.

Now, if you encounter a
similar situation, you should recite
Guan Yin Bodhisattva’s name.
The Venerable Master had a
disciple whose husband knew
tai chi. Even when this lady
was getting old, he still liked to
practice tai chi on her (in other
words, he beat her a lot). It was
really sad. She went to the Venerable
Master for help. The Venerable
Master told her, “Whenever he
beats you, just recite Guan Yin
Bodhisattva’s name.” Previously,
whenever her husband hit her,
she would retaliate, but after the
Venerable Master’s instruction,
she would only recite Guan Yin
Bodhisattva’s After a
while, her husband told their
daughter, “I’m not going to hit

name.

your mom anymore, because she

doesn’t even struggle. All she does

is recite Guan Yin Bodhisattva.”
As Buddhists, we should

know the logic of cause and
condition, and we should act in
accord with the situation to
eradicate our bad karma. At the
same time, we are also relying on
the Buddhas’ and Bodhisattvas’
vow power to help us change our
affinities. Today we are bathing
the Buddha. I hope that everyone
can start practicing the Dharma
from the self, to change the heart
and purify the body and mind.
Like I was saying, if you have a
bad affinity with your husband or
wife, both of you have to work
hard to improve the relationship.
However, if you have a good affinity
with your spouse, then you should
cherish it, be thankful, and walk
towards Buddhahood together.

L <

ENEANGER/A tak given By the Venerable Master Hua
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Children! Now is the time of prosperity for you: it is the spring of your life. Everything in nature
flourishes in the spring, it moves vigorously. But we should allow it to grow naturally, corresponding
with the order of physiology. Remember not to randomly eat and drink, nor randomly talk, nor drink
alcohol and eat poison. Avoid randomly looking, listening, tasting, smelling, touching, thinking. If you indulge
in any of these, you will destroy your body and soul.
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Sketch of Cherishing You’rh Day

> &8 W ¥

© By / Min Chien

n April 18, Gold Sage
Monastery celebrated
Cherishing Youth Day.

happy to be a volunteer on this

I was

wonderful occasion. This event
was also participated by children
and parents from Gold Mountain
Monastery who had come in a
bus. The Monastery had banners,
balloons and flags all over the
place. Works of the students of
the Buddhist classes are exhibited
in the corridor; youth spirit is
abundant everywhere. For a brief
moment, I felt like a little kid.
From past events, I know that all
the excitement and running
around can be a bit draining. So |
purposely came late so that I can
stay late to help with the cleanup
where 1 felt more manpower was
needed. When I arrived at about
10am, Rev. Sure was singing a
song about being a vegetarian.

On that day, for the
games event, 11 games were
held. Each child was given a

Pure Sound From Silicon Valley Newsletter Issue 170 June, 2010

piece of paper with 10 checkboxes.
Each game played successfully
results in a stamp. After playing
all the games, the child can exchange
the 10 stamps for a gift. I and
Kenny were responsible for
Game 9 - Turning The Dharma
Wheel. The child spins the
wheel and wherever the wheel
stops, we asked some questions
related to the topic the wheel
ends on. One topic is 'Respecting
Parents'. Example of questions |
would ask were 'How do you
make your parents happy?" or
"How do you help your parents at
home?"

Among the games, the
game that caught my attention
was the Chan game. This game
was slightly different in that
prizes were offered when you
complete this game. The prizes
were leveled based on various
time intervals of how long the
child sits. I talked to the host,

halfway thru the program and

s ¢ ??Qg—f&q’?] / The Chan game

was told at least 7 kids sat for 1
hour to get the top prize. This
was pretty impressive
though the children did not sit in
full lotus position.

people 1 know who practice

cven

Majority of

meditation have benefited from it
in one way or another.

Another thing [ should
mention is that the food was
awesome. Even though I have
come to GSM for a few years, |
continue to be amazed at how
tasty and healthy vegetarian
food can be. The food served on
this day was just as fantastic. |
remember eating curry, various
kinds of desserts, noodles, and
some sweet drink.

Cherishing Youth Day is
a special day. Aside from having
fun, the events and games are
planned with a purpose and that
purpose is to instill some goodness
in the children. Wish the children
will treasure this special event.
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GOLD SAGE MONASTERY ANNOUNCEMENT OF DHARMA ASSEMBLIES

E| Iﬁjf iF7 Buddhist Events in June , 2010

5/30 ~ 6/19 HERAE (8:30 AM~ afternoon )
6/ 6.13 HERAE Avatamsaka Sutra Recitation ( 8:15 AM [ 4)
S ’ ;ZBMBEN Dharma Talk( 9:00 M ~ 11:00 AM )
Sunday 6/27 | SEEIZEE (515~ 400 0m)
Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation
ir;j[_'f‘ 6/19 ENCANER+HBEFRESEE = (7:00 aM ~ afternoon )
15th Anniversary of Venerable Master Hua’s Entering Nirvana
EF1 pm (3 FﬁﬁEj Hisgh) | KB A S Great Compassion Repentance
/_\J:A/?:Eg—I_ELHE%E/L:\/
15th Anniversry of Venerable Master Hua's Entering Nirvana 6/20 ]“E“J (2} %
S SR aE FJ[Jp;lﬁ;l;am@iﬁ %bgﬂ 6 F| 17 [IJR# e - Gl TTB)

GSM will arrange bus tour for same-day travel. Please sign up before June 17.

= F| f}}iF iF7 Buddhist Events in July, 2010

FI3 Date

BHE2#AYT Elders’ Dharma Study Group

7/3 A 2:30AM~ 4:30PM

A A T?f Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation

7/4 JHF! 8:15AM~ 4:00PM

—Hi& One Day Meditation 710 5+ 800AM~345PM | & Fpch
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AU 5 ey S 7/30 37 8:30AM~ 10:20AM

Celebration of Gwan Yin Bodhlsattva s Enlightenment

J\jﬁ%dihﬁl Great Compassion Repentance E) F1( Everyday ) 1 pm
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GSM will arrange bus tour for same-day travel. Please sign up before July 22.
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The Flower Adornment Assembly
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The Flower Adornment Sutra will be reverently recited at Gold Sage Monastery
starting from May 30 ~ June 19, 2010. 8:15 am. You are cordially invited.
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The Assembly in memory of The 15™ Anniversary
of Venerable Master Hua's Entering Nirvana
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The Bowing Pilgrimage , Passing offering , The Flower Adornment Repentance

GSM will be hold ceremony on June 19 (Saturday) 7 am, the 15™ Anniversary of
Venerable Master Hua’s Entering Nirvana. You are cordially invited.




