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I like Cﬁerisﬁing Youth Day
because T can have fun and stucfy Buddhism at the same time!

pering Youth Day g,

()QQ' Gold Sage Monastery 4+ % %
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awewer ) Date: April 24, 2011
Time: 9:00 am ~ 2:00 pm

Please sign-up at the front aﬂ"m&
~ or call for reservations!

RSP FE - Tk - FEH - REF - FEE -

No fighting, no greed, no seeking, no selfishness, no pursuing personal advantage, and no lying.
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A talk Given by the Venerable Master Hua
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Great Fortune in Unfortunate Times
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I i'ellow students! The most
important time in your life
is before you reach the age of

twenty. This period is your

"golden age." During this period,
your original Buddha nature has
not totally been lost, and your pure
inherent nature is still present. At
that time, if you associate with
good people, you will become a
good person. If you hang around
with bad people, you'll turn into a
bad person. It's very easy to get
influenced by your surroundings.
There's a saying, "Those who are
near rouge turn red; those who
are around ink turn black." That's
what I mean.

If you meet good teachers
and wholesome friends, you will
be able
knowledge and build a good
character. On the other hand, if

to acquire genuine

you encounter teachers and
friends who are rather slack about
the rules, under their influence
you will also turn into an unruly
person. On a small scale, you
might become the black sheep of
your group; on a larger scale you
could become a villain in the
society. Remember, your own
nature is just like a piece of pure
white cloth. If you dye it blue, it
becomes blue; dye it yellow, and
it turns yellow. You are studying
in such a superb environment. In
the future, you should certainly do
something to benefit the society,
and change the trends of society for
the better. You ought to sacrifice
your petty, selfish interests to
work for the common good.

Fellow students! Most of
you come from abroad. [Note:
There were students from Vietnam,
Cambodia, and other countries.]
You have suffered the pain of
leaving your own country and
making a rough journey to get
here. In these turbulent times, to
have the special opportunity to
come to study at the City of
Ten Thousand Buddhas and
build a good foundation for your
character, could be considered
something very lucky in the midst
of misfortune.

The educational aim of
Instilling Goodness Elementary
School at the City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas is to mold children into
excellent students by teaching
them to be filial to their parents,
choose

3

respect their teachers,




good friends, and serve their
country. The educational aim of
Developing Virtue Secondary
School is to develop the students'
ethical values so that, understanding
the four cardinal virtues of propriety,
righteousness, integrity, and a sense of
shame, they become upright and
good citizens. This is the basic
purpose for which the schools
were established at the City of
Ten Thousand Buddhas.

In such a fine educational
environment, all of you should
cherish your time, cherish your
life, and cherish all living beings
and all things. Don't let your
"golden years" go by in vain. You
should study hard; don't read
novels or watch TV. "Recite
(your lessons) orally, reflect on
them mentally. Be mindful of them
morning and evening." Recite the
book with your mouth, and
contemplate its principles in
your mind. Be mindful of
those principles in the morning
as well as in the evening. Never
forget the books you have studied;
always review your lessons. As the
Confucian Analects say, "Review

the old and learn the new. "Go

over your old lessons and learn

new knowledge from them.
That's the principle here.

Now is the time of your
life when you should concentrate
on learning; aside from helping
out with the family chores, you

should cherish your time and

study hard. Don't waste your time.

There's an ancient saying, "An
inch of time is worth an inch of
gold, but an inch of gold can
hardly buy an inch of time." You
see how precious time is! It is
said, "If you don't work hard
when you're young and strong,
you'll grieve in vain in your old
age." If you don't study during
these golden years, you'll regret it
when you get old, but by then it
will be too late to do anything!
Fellow students! At your
young age, you have been
through a lot of trauma, for you
left your home and country to
flee to freedom. Homeless and
wandering from place to place,
you have experienced suffering
that's beyond words. Only after
having undergone all kinds of
distress and woe did you arrive at

a safe place. This is because in

your past lives, you didn't cultivate
blessings and wisdom, or perhaps
you brought disasters down upon
other people and caused them
to suffer. And so now you are
undergoing the painful retribution.
This is the power of karma from
previous causes bringing on
subsequent effects. Though you
are still young, you have already
had a full taste of disasters. If you
still fail to bring forth the resolve
for Bodhi and fail to study hard,
it's pretty easy to see that your
future will be dark rather than
bright. Do you understand?

As you now study at the
City of Ten Thousand Buddhas,
you are learning the Six Guidelines
of not fighting, not being greedy,
not seeking, not being selfish, not
pursuing personal advantage, and
not lying; and you understand
how to be a truly worthy person.
This is an excellent opportunity
for you to turn over a new leaf
and create a bright future. Don't let
it pass you by. You must realize that
this is extremely important. This is
the point at which you can turn
your whole life around.

BHk—N—22F > DAEARZALLE
Mo~ 258 FFQ AMEHRMBLT o
Cultivation is not a one-day affair.

Rather, we must cultivate in tﬁougﬁt after tﬁougﬁt,
_from morning to night, year after year and month after month.

—E % LA 7% By the Venerable Master Hua
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A talk Given by DM Jin Jing at GSM
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Today, we bowed the Medicine
Master Repentance. This bowing
practice is cultivated in many branch
monasteries. However, in the City
of Ten Thousand Buddhas, where
I came from, we don’t really have
this opportunity to practice this
The last
time I participated in the Medicine

particular repentance.

Master Repentance was in 2003.
Therefore, I am very delighted to
be able to join this bowing today
and welcome the advent of the
Chinese New Year.

In Buddhism, The
World-Honored One appeared in
the world in order to teach us ways
to end our ultimate afflictions -
birth and death. Today, we are
very fortunate that we have this
opportunity to learn one of the

7



forty-eight thousand Dharma
methods that the Buddha instructed
us. Perhaps, many people think
that Buddhism is all about reciting
the Buddha’s name or sit on a
cushion to investigate the Chan
koan, “Who is mindful of the
Buddha?”.  To
these two methods surmise all of
Buddhism.

not all true. Why do the major-

some people,

In actuality, this is

ity of people only know about
the Pure Land School and Chan
practices. Perhaps, we can entertain
a little of history in Buddhism so that
we know why.

Since the Tang and the
Song Dynasties, delivering the
deceased ones was an important
focus in Buddhism. Prior to
the end of the Tang Dynasty,
Buddhism was flourishing and
prevalent, with many Dharma
methods and contemplative practices.
Why did Buddhism declined? First
of all, it had to do with the propensity
of the living beings. Second of all,
there were four prosecutions of
Buddhism from the royal palace
since Buddhism was transmitted to
China since the East Han Dynasty
(around 58 C.E. — 75 C.E.). The
four prosecutions is known as
“The Prosecution from Three
Emperor Wu and One Emperor
Zong”.

The worst and the most
serious prosecution was commanded
by Emperor Wu Zong of the Tang
Dynasty around 845 C.E. Majority
of the sutras, translation of the text,

commentaries by the patriarchs
were almost destroyed completely.
Therefore, the Dharma methods
survived were those that did
not required a lot of textual
explanation. Pure Land practice
of being mindful of Amitabha
Buddha’s name did not need
extensive collection of sutra text
in order to practice, so is Chan
meditation, of which practitioners
investigate “who is mindful of the
Buddha in meditation.” Therefore,
from the historical perspective,
these two practices became the
most popular after the end of the
Tang Dynasty.

It was not until the
Qing Dynasty that National
Master Yu-Ling re-discovered
the Medicine Master Sutra when
reading the Buddhist Canons. He
spoke very highly of this particular
Medicine Master Buddha
said in the sutra that if living beings

sutra.

are in destitute, by reciting the
Master Buddha’s

name, his mantra or bowing this

Medicine

repentance, all sufferings will
be ridden of. When we bowed
this repentance this morning,
the text showed at least four
vows that Medicine Master
Buddha made to help living
beings attain abundant life
necessities. After aiding beings
to get sufficient life necessities,
Medicine Master Buddha will
then guide these beings to walk
toward the path of unsurpassed

Bodhi - the realization of

Buddhahood.

Regarding National
Master Yu-Lin, he was a monastic
in the previous life. Due to the evil
karma he had created, he had
very unsightly facial and physical
features. At that time, the daughter
of the prime minister really liked
to practice the giving of offering.
One day, she wished to make
offerings to the monks but upon
seeing this ugly monk, she refused
to make offerings to him and made
mocking and angry remarks. This
monk felt shameful and lamented
that his ugly facial appearances
caused living beings to slander.
He recollected that bowing to the
Medicine Master Sutra will reap
the retribution of having a body as
adorned as lapis lazuli. Therefore,
he made vows to bow to this sutra
sincerely for the rest of his life. In
the end, he passed away bowing
on the cushion. Because of the
inconceivable merit and virtue of
bowing to sutras, he was reborn
with very fine facial features
and eventually was reputed as the
national master. Of course, trouble
came with his fine appearances. As
far as the daughter of the prime
minister was concerned, she was
once again reborn as a fine
woman in a wealthy family due
to her good deeds of giving.

The conditions of
meeting people were really
This daughter
re-encountered the ugly monk
again this life. And he had become

inconceivable.
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an adorned monk, National Master
Yu-Ling. In the previous life, she
hated this ugly monk and did not
want to offer him even a dollar.
However, seeing his fine facial
features, she became attached and
wanted to pursue him. But Na-
tional Master Yu-Ling was a
monk. This woman then pleaded
to her father to request National
Master Yu-Ling take her in as a
disciple. He did but he had strong
Samadhi and kindly accepted her as
a student.

After she became a
disciple, National Master Yu-Ling
said to her, “I have now accepted
you as my disciple. It is a
requirement that you need to do
a Buddha Recitation Session with
me.” She thought, “Great! I can
spend time with my master.” Little
did she know that the session
didn’t turn out as sweet as she
thought. While she was reciting
the Buddha’s name during the
seven-day session, National Master
Yu-Ling did not allow her to put
on any make-up or perfume. She
didn’t have enough to eat nor did
she have enough time to sleep. All
day long, she was either reciting
the Buddha’s name, sitting in
meditation or doing walking
meditation. After seven days,
although she had not become a
yaksha, she looked just about as
ugly as a ghost.

At the very moment
that she looked the worst with
sweat all over the face and messy
hair, National Master Yu-Ling

Pure Sound From Silicon Valley Newsletter Issue 180 April, 2011

said to her, “Look at yourself in
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the mirror She saw her own
reflection reflection — ugly and
messy like a yaksha. The master
asked her, “Where is

beauty? Where is your young

your

look?” She was very sharp and
immediately realized, “Everything
in the world is impermanent. My
beauty is also transitory, so is
the fine look of National Master
Yu-Ling.” Later National Master
Yu-Ling instructed her to recite
the Buddha’s name to seek rebirth
to the Pure Land. She did.
Buddhas know about
living beings wishes and worries.
They know that if we are too
poor, we can’t cultivate and live
peacefully. Therefore, the Buddha
showed us the Medicine Master
Buddha’s Dharma door so that
we can practice it. However, it is
not the case that | recite the
Medicine Master’s name, 1 will
strike rich and then can do bad
things. If we pay attention t the
twelve great vows made by
Medicine Master Buddha, we
will notice that every one of his
vows is to cause living beings to
peacefully dwell in the Way and
tend
teachings

toward the Mahayana
from that of the
Then, the

most important thing - so we can

Lesser Vehicles.

attain unsurpassed Bodhi. Hence,
cultivating this Dharma door will
help us attain abundant food and
clothing without ailment and
suffering. This is just one of
the expedient employed by

the compassionate Buddha.

Ultimately, we still need to end

birth and death and realize

Buddhahood.

There are ten advantages

When we practice the Medicine

Master Dharma method including

this repentance we bowed this

morning.

First, one will quickly realize
Buddhahood — this is what
everyone aspired to.

Second, if living beings of the
deviant path hear Medicine
Master
name, they will turn over a

If those who

practice the Lesser Vehicle

Master

Tathagata’s holy name, they

Tathagata’s holy

new leaf.

hear  Medicine
will tend toward Mahayana
teachings.

Third, one will be able to receive
any precepts one wishes to
uphold. If people wish to take
the five precepts, bodhisattva
precepts or even monastic
precepts, they will have
conditions to do once they
sincere cultivate this dharma
door. If one unintentionally
violates the precepts, one will
be able to return to purity by
bowing this repentance and will
not fall into the evil paths.

Fourth, one will have a long life,
being in high government
position, give birth to a baby
boy or girl as one wishes.

Fifth, the life necessities will be
abundant and inexhaustible.

Sixth, all ailment will be cured,

9




disasters ridden of. Since
we fear being sick or have
disasters fallen upon us, we
need to eradicate disasters
and lengthen our lives.

Seventh, one can turn from a
female to a male in the
next life.

Eighth, if a woman is giving birth,
she will have no suffering.
The newbormn will be intelligent
without any sickness.

Ninth, if living beings here
Medicine Master Buddha’s
name in the evil path, after
their retribution is done, they
will be reborn in the human
path, practice wholesome
Dharma and quickly realized
unsurpassed Bodhi.

Tenth, at the end of one’s life,
one will be born in noble
families if born in the human
path. If one is born in the
heavens, one will no longer
fall to the three evil paths. If
one wishes to be reborn in
the Land of Ultimate Bliss,
eight great bodhisattvas will
come to guide one at the end
of one’s life. If one wishes
to be born in the Eastern
World of Lapis Lazuli, one’s
wish will also be fulfilled.

Ven. Master had
lectured the Medicine Master

Sutra in the past. The commentary

is on www.drbachinese.org. I

encourage everyone to read Ven.

Master’s explanation on Medicine

Master’s Dharma Door.
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Cherishing Youth Day
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“| like Cherishing Youth Day because | can have fun and study Bud-
dhism at the same time!” (Sunday school kids) Cherishing Youth
Day is not only the happiest day for the children at Gold Sage Mon-
astery but it is also a day where adults become young again. This
year's event will happen on April 24t 2011. We have prepared fun
games, events, and a tasty vegetarian lunch. Come join us in this
year's Cherishing Youth Day where one can share the Buddha wis-
dom, treasury and enrich our hearts evermore.

Date: April 24, 2011 . {
Time: 9:00 am ~ 2:00 pm

Please sign-up at the front office
ar call for reservations!
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GOLD SAGE MONASTERY ANNOUNCEMENT OF DHARMA ASSEMBLIES

PUH B335%8) Buddhist Events in April, 2011

4/10 (8:00AM~9:00 AM ) BEX7L/AE The Shurangama Mantra Recitation
473 SEHLIEEE ( 8:15aM ~ 4:000M )
Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation
4110 TIPS EACEEEE (9:00 AM ~ 11:00 AM )
J@EI Lecture on the Golden Light of the Most Victorious Kings
Sunday A |BEEE
The Shurangama Mantra Recitation
4 04 ERDED (9:00 AM ~ 2:00 PM )
Cherishing Youth Day
B 479 |REBHYE (2000m~ 4300 )
Sat. Elders’ Dharma Study Group
&H (Everyday) 1 pm KIEMES Great Compassion Repentance
T HBIiEE) Buddhist Events in May, 2011 HI Date 2§
=B ILIZEE Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation 5/1 SBF! 8:15AM~ 4:00PM
EnBIFEHEIEAE (5580 : ~
A4~ 7)8:
Celebration of Shakyamuni Buddha’s Birthday 5/7,1064 =) 8:30am
RKEEZHU Elders’ Dharma Study Group 5/7 B+ 8:30AM~ 10:20AM SEE
YIRS THEAE 5/152258F1 9:00AM~ 11AM (GSM)
Lecture on the Golden Light of the Most Victorious Kings ’ i
A E Earth Store Recitation 5/29 AF! 8:15AM~ 4:00PM
AFEMEE Great Compassion Repentance S8 (Everyday ) 1 pm
EnBIFEHEFEE (5580 B
Celebration of Shakyamuni Buddha’s Birthday 5/8 S FHEEY,
TETRLZHELTRIEREWSINES @ BIR0E4BLRIHRS - T (CTTB)

GSM will arrange bus tour for same-day travel. Please sign up before May 4.
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Celebration of Shakyamuni Buddha’s Birthday

SHEWEHESIFE :

BHERMAZANB(ENR) ERERE BT BRITISHhEY -
EEFKZHEELAETATNEER  —ARS » BWIFHE S Ao o
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On May 8th, The City of Ten Thousand Buddhas will celebrate Shakyamuni Buddha's Birthday.
—— “Bathing the Buddha Day.”

Gold Sage Monastery will arrange transportation for same-day travel.

Please sign up before May 4th. We hope everyone will attend this event!

Please contact (408) 923-7243 for any questions.
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On May 7 (Saturday) and May 10 (Tuesday) (actual day) at 8:30am at the Gold Sage Monastery
there will be a celebration event for Shakyamuni Buddha’s Birthday .—— “Bathing the Buddha day”
We welcome everyone to attend!




