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The 16th Anniversary of

Venerable Master Hua's Entering Nirvana

1. The Flower Adornment Sutra will be
reverently recited at GSM starting
at 1:00 pm during June 6 ~ 29, 2011,

2. The special schedule on June 11, Saturday
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No fighting, no greed, no seeking, no selfishness, no pursuing personal advantage, and no lying.
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Act and Speak with Prudence in a Way-place
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We shouldn't envy talented people, nor should we obstruct people

from bringing forth the Bodhi resolve.
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‘ N ] hoever you are, when
you come to the City of
Ten Thousand Buddhas, you
must speak and act prudently.
Subdue any thoughts of pursuing
fame or benefit. Avoid arrogance.
Don't regard yourself as somebody
special, put yourself on a pedestal
and look down on others. That is
conceited behavior. How can
you accomplish the Way if your
mind, body, and spirit are influenced
by such defiled attitudes? I
constantly tell you,

Truly recognize your own faults
And don't discuss the faults

of others.

Others' faults are just my own;
Being one with everyone

is called Great Compassion.

Regard everyone as the
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same as yourself. Regard the

happiness of others as your own,

and regard their sorrows as
yours, too. "If people do good
deeds, I'll rejoice as if I had
done them; if people do evil
deeds, I'll be as grieved as if 1
had done them." If we think that
way, we'll get along harmoniously
with others. In advising people
who have broken precepts or
encouraging people who uphold
precepts, we shouldn't be jealous
of those who are capable, nor
should we obstruct others in

bringing forth the Bodhi resolve.
After I became a monk,

I strove to do whatever work
needed to be done around the
monastery. Had I advertised my
merit, there would have been no
merit. Nowadays people worry
about taking a loss or being
cheated when they do a little
work. They consider themselves
smart, but actually their attitude
is foolish. There is no need to
publicize the work you do each
day; the
spirits will know and remember

Dharma-protecting

it well. When your merit and
virtue are complete, you will
naturally have a response. It is
said,

Musk will naturally emit a
fragrance;

It doesn't need any wind
to spread it.

Living beings have
these faults:

supposed to work, they use the

when they are
excuse of "no self'; during
mealtimes, they act as if there
are "no people" other than
themselves; when it comes to
fighting, they assume that there
are "no living beings"; and
when it comes to eating meat,
they think that there is "no life."
Yet, at the same time they
shamelessly declare, "By eating
your flesh I'll liberate you so
you can go to the Western Pure
Land." People think that is
clever Actually,

though they don't realize it, they

reasoning.

outsmart themselves and end up
losing in a big way.

We cultivators should
always focus our minds and
discipline ourselves, watch our
own conduct, and not "leave our
home" in walking, standing, sitting
or lying down. Not "leaving our
home" means not looking at
others' faults and not talking
about others' rights and wrongs.
It also means using caution in
our words and conduct, always
reflecting within and examining
ourselves, getting rid of our
idiosyncratic temperament, and

developing the skill of patience.
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The mind clear and alert

—— Stories of Venerable Monk Xu Yun in Yunju Mountain
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A talk given by Dharma Master Shao Yun
English translation by Genglin Zheng / &Rk 3k
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When the Venerable Monk
took breaks at noon,
sometimes he did looked sleepy,
his head leaning forward, and he
would even snored. Once we
heard him snoring, so we sneaked
outside, bringing with us some
snacks to eat while we played.
When he woke up, he scolded us
for what we did. We asked him:
“Weren’t you asleep and snoring
just now? How do you know
what we were doing?” He said: “I
know even how many false
thoughts you have in your mind,
and you suppose [ do not know
you took food outside to eat?”




Ever since then, we truly believed
that when one has got enlightened
and ended birth and death, he

already broke through the

Five Skandas. It may look as if

he is asleep, yet his mind stays
clear and alert.

We took the opportunity to
ask about his experience of living
in a hut in Zhongnan Mountain.
When he was at the age of 67,
he lived in a hut in Zhongnan
Mountain. Dharma Master Jiechen,
who could lecture on Sutras of
many volumes, came to have an
impromptu Chan dialogue with
the Venerable Monk, since he
had heard that the Venerable
Monk got enlightened in Gaomin
Monastery. When the Venerable
Monk found he was talking big,
he said to him: “Although you are
good at Chan dialogue, but it is
not your own true skill, and you
are not able to gain control of
your birth and death, King Yama
won’t let you get by. Just no
more talk, let’s sit and see.” So
they started to meditate in the hut.
Once sitting down, the Venerable
Monk sat for a straight seven days
and seven nights, unmoved.

Master
Jiechen only sat for half a day,

However, Dharma
and his leg was hurting a lot, the
false thinking in his mind was
even more disturbing.

Dharma Master Jiechen
circled around the Venerable
Monk several times a day, and
finally after seven days, the

Venerable Monk came out of
Samadhi. He asked the Venerable
Monk,
Samadhi, did you have awareness

“When you were in

or not? Had you have awareness,
then it is not Samadhi; if not, then
isn’t it a dry Samadhi, as the saying
goes -- a dragon can never be
found in stagnant water?” The
Venerable Monk replied: “Samadhi
is not the ultimate goal in Chan, the
only goal is to understand one’s
mind and see one’s own nature. If
the sense of real doubt comes
forth, one’s mind will naturally
be pure and clear. Since that
sense of doubt (the meditation
topic) is continuous without any
pause, it is not non-awareness;
but since one does not have any
false thoughts, it is not awareness.
Although it is the awareness
without any false thinking, one
can clearly hear even the sound
of a needle falling on the ground.
I was clearly aware of how
many times you circled around
me everyday, but due to the
strength of the doubt (the
meditation topic), I did not
make any distinctions. Although
no distinctive thoughts arose, the
sense of doubt went on incessantly,
so it was not dry Samadhi.
Although not dry Samadhi, it
was just half way along the
path of cultivation, and it was
not ultimate. For me, the seven
days passed by just like a snap
of the finger. Had a distinctive
thought arisen, I would have

6

been out of Samadhi. People who
cultivate Chan have to hold the
doubt to the ultimate point. Once
the right time comes, with right
causes and conditions, the doubt
would be broken through, then
one can touch one’s own nose
( seeing one’s own original nature),
then it is genuine understanding of
the Way of Non-birth.” After that,
Master Jiechen truly
trusted and respected the Venerable
Monk, so he followed the Venerable
Monk ever since then.

Dharma

Later, one day, the Venerable
Monk entered Samadhi for eight-
een days. When people in the
mountain knew about this, they
all came to venerate him. He was
tired of this, so the two of them
went on a pilgrimage to E Mei
Mountain. One day, they stayed
overnight in a small deserted
temple. In the midnight, Dharma
Master Jiechen was bitten by a
flea, so he put the flea on the
floor, and it felt down with legs
broken. The Venerable Master, in
his Samadhi, heard the flea cry
miserably. The next day, the
Venerable Master confirmed with
Dharma Master Jiechen about
this. Dharma Master Jiechen was
astonished, he thought, “not only
the Venerable Monk knew that |
put a flea on the ground, he even
heard the cry of that flea, what an
amazing state of Samadhi!” From
this, we know that the state of a pure

body and mind is inconceivable.

When the  Venerable
WERE $£182H 2011 F6 B



Monk was in Yunnan, he often
meditated for seven or eight days
in one sit. So when people
wanted to consult with him, they
had to use a bell to end his sit,
then he would come out of
Samadhi.
stayed in Yunju Mountain, we
asked him about this: “Is it true?”
He said: “Yes.” Then we asked,

“Why don’t you enter Samadhi

Therefore, when he

nowadays?” He said: “These days
we are rebuilding the monastery,
government officials and others
come to visit me everyday, there
is no way that I do not go out,
you see | can’t sit to enter
Samadhi.” He then said with a
smile: “If I sit for seven or eight
days without moving, people that
don’t harbor

would suppose that I was dead,

good intentions
and they would burn up my shell
of forms (the body). Then the
temple would not be built, so
nowadays I do not dare to enter
Samadhi.”

Although when he was in
Yunju Mountain, the Venerable
Monk did not sit to
Samadhi for straight seven or

enter

eight days, he often sit without

moving for a whole day.
Sometimes, he started to sit at
around twelve o’clock midnight,
and he would not get up until the
dusk of the next day. Therefore,
his state is not something that
ordinary people are able to

know.
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Musings of youthful innocence
——-Sketch of Cherishing Youth Day
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Under the leadership of Dharma Masters, the dedication of volunteers
and the participation of children, 2011 Cherishing Youth Day went very
well and impressed everyone. This year, there were many shinning
spots, such as delicious food, various performances, fun games and so

on. Let us look at the reflections of our students in GSM Sunday School
on this annual event. Chinese part is translated by teacher Bin Peng.

play into how you should act. It

©Jeffrey Wirjo,

14 year old

My performance of the
Three Cart Patriarch play

was unique. At first glance at the

was rather an easy role — for I
didn’t need to adapt to a personality
I could not transform into. However,
this was quite an important role — for
this emperor, after I found out
play, T was reluctant to attempt from the teachers, was the greatest
one who spread the teachings of
Buddhism.

I thought this play was
well-fitted for Buddhism — for it
showed resiliency of the emperor and
the old hermit to spread Buddhism.
Considering my first time at a play, I

and try out a play — for I have not
done one before. Yet because this
had an inside moral, a lesson
that could teach young learners
I decided to try it out. With the
help of a couple of teachers and
urging of my parents, it went

well. This was an experience of a would say I have done a fair job. If [

lifetime. have another opportunity, I would

seek another shot at another play for

Playing the role of an
Buddhism.

emperor has many factors that

Pure Sound From Silicon Valley Newsletter Issue 182 June, 2011 7
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©Kenny Truong,
17 year old

In April 2011, Gold Sage
Monastery was proud to host
the annual Cherishing Youth
Day, drawing numerous people
from miles around. Youth of City
of Ten Thousand Buddhas visited
GSM in order to help compose
the performance of the Dragon
Dance for the festival.

After the arrival of the
CTTB youth, the faithful had
only a few days of practice to
learn and perfect the intricate
This dance of
Chinese origins symbolizes both

Dragon Dance.

power and dignity, and as such it
was necessary that the dance be
perfect. Therefore, the kids of
GSM took time from their studies,
devoting their passions to the
mastery of this ancient art.

The Dragon Dance was
only one of the many festivities
that formed the Cherishing Youth
celebration. There were dozens
of other attractions for the children,
all designed to both be fun and
teach the principles of Buddha at
One of the other
attractions was a play, performed
by GSM. The play documented
the harsh journey of Master Tang

the same time.

Hsuan Tsang, and his resolve to
obtain various sutras that he
later translated. In the journey,

he encountered a hermit, who had

entered Samadhi for thousands
of years. In order to help Master
Hsuan Tsang to translate sutras,
the hermit got reborn in Dang
Dynasty, and then became the
Three Cart Patriach 17 years later
when Master Hsuan Tsang came
back from India.

The nuns of GSM invested
much time to create very detailed
props for the play. The young
actors in the play likewise invested
much time in learning their parts. In
the end, the play was worth all the
effort that went into it, and all the
spectators were awed by the
performance.

Finally, there was a
stunning martial arts performance
provided by the youth of GMM and
GSM. The martial artists wooed
the crowd with their shrewd sense
This
provided an

of balance and control.
performance
awe-inspiring conclusion to the
Cherishing Youth Day.

This year’s Cherishing
Youth Day was highly successful,
featuring more performances than
the previous year. From stunning
performances and hands-on
activities to delicious cuisine, there
was something for everyone, kids
and adults alike. Cherishing Youth
Day was so successful because of
the collective efforts of all that
partook in the event. We wait in
anticipation for next

Cherishing Youth Day.

year’s

5182 H3 2011 &6 B
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© Bryan Trinh, 16 year old

‘ N ) hat I thought the annual Cherish Youth Day was I had a great
time and it was really really fun. The games are simple and fun.

Plus the food was good. What I like most was having lots and lots of fun

with the games plus saying “10 more minutes” on the mic.

Doing the performance of the “Three Cart Patriarch” was tiring

and hard but we got through it. I had fun playing as one of attendances

and doing the wave. Plus I like pop the firecracker. The annual Cherish

Youth Day made this place look happier. I was glad to attend the

Annual Cherish Youth Day.
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© Nanthan Tran,
13 year old

I thought that Cherishing Youth
Day was sort of fun. The
games there were also really fun.
The things there were also pretty
entertaining. The food was good.
I thought the sushi was pretty
delicious. One of my favorite
games at Cherishing Youth Day
was tossing balls into the basket
filled with some stones inside even
though it was like impossible to
make them all in. The prizes there
were pretty cool! There was a lot
of variety of prizes there. The
music there was also really good.
It sort of made the place seem
even happier. Cherishing Youth
Day is really fun.
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© Richard Trinh,
17 year old

‘ N 7 hat I think about Cherish

Youth day was that it
was fun and I have a great time
volunteering. This is my first
time going on Cherish Youth
Day. There were lots of food,
games, arts and performances. |
like volunteering do lots of things
like the play “Three Cart Patriarch”
and one of the stands. For the play,
it was fun to play as the Monkey
King and perform with my
friends who were in the play. The
foods are very good especially
the vegan pizza. The deserts were
really good too. The activities are
really fun. I love to work with my
friend, Shirley. It was fun working
together as a team and teaching the
kids about saving the environment
and showing them about what
fruits and vegetable are good for.
I have a great time with my
friends, family, and teachers. It
was fun while last. The Dragon
Dance was great and the kung fu
performance was great too. I
would like to do it again next
year.
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GOLD SAGE MONASTERY ANNOUNCEMENT OF DHARMA ASSEMBLIES

AHBIGHE) Buddhist Events in June, 2011

Si= 6 /6~29 HEHEHEE SH1.000m B8 (Sunday Starting from 8:15aM )
( Everyday ) Avatamsaka Sutra Recitation

ﬁﬁ 6 /11 Eﬂi/\f:'ng:ﬁg‘Fﬁi@Efﬁa%\\iﬁ@ 6:30AM ﬁgjp[ » 8:15AM Eﬁﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁg

Sat. 16th Anniversary of Venerable Master Hua’s Entering Nirvana

EWAN 6/4 REEHBYL (2:00pM~ 4:30PM )

Sat. Elders’ Dharma Study Group

BH (Everyday) 1 pm

KiAEEAE Great Compassion Repentance

BNALNERTTVAFRTES -
16th Anniversary of Venerable Master Hua’s Entering Nirvana 6/5 SFHEEN
TEFREHETEEWSINAE @ FR6E2BLBIRE - el (CTTB)
GSM will arrange bus tour for same-day travel. Please sign up before June 2.

L HH#%H) Buddhist Events in July, 2011 H Date Hh 2%
RE2YI Elders’ Dharma Study Group 7/2 58+ 2:00PM~ 4:30PM

=BHIEESE Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation 7/ 358 [ 1 8:15AM~ 4:00PM
INFKIBFUEE Six Syllable Mantra Assembly 771038 |1 8:15AM~ 4:00PM
ENBSEENELRE - HEBTF
Celebration of Guan Yin Bodhisattva’s Enlightenment 7/1958 =~ 8:30AM~ 10:20AM (GSM)
O TR 7/24 38 [ 9AM~ 11AM

Lecture on the Golden Light of the Most Victorious Kings

H#EAS Earth Store Dharma Assembly 7/3158 [ 1 8:15AM~ 4:00PM

KIEMEE Great Compassion Repentance GEZHARIMRN)  |&=B8 (Everyday) 1 pm

L o
Celebration of Guan Yin Bodhisattva’s Enlightenment 7/17 SR
TEFRZHETEEWSINAE @ BR7/B14BLIRIHRS - el (CTTB)

GSM will arrange bus tour for same-day travel. Please sign up before July 14.




%5
Dharma Realm Buddhist Association

Gold Sage Monastery
11455 Clayton Road, San Jose, CA 95127
Tel : (408) 923-7243 / Fax: (408) 923-1064

B e 4R www.drba.org

NON-PROFIT ORG
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
PERMIT # 34
SUNNYVALE, CA

tETEEAHEE LR
“Song of The Skin Bag” By the Venerable Master Hsu Yun is Available.

SA) HOUHER

By the Venerable Master Hsu Yiin
("Empty Cloud,” 1840-1958)
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Song of The Skin, Bog
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This crazy fellow! Where does he come from?

Why is he sticking his neck out during the Dharma-Ending age?
Lamenting that the life of the Dharma hangs Precariously by a thread.
He cares not for his own affairs.

His concern is to relieve beings' sufferings.




