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Whatever is in our minds will also exist outside.
If there are no wars going on in our minds, there will be no wars outside.

BALEA A58/ By Venerable Master Hua
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No fighting, no greed, no seeking, no selfishness, no pursuing personal advantage, and no lying.
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Cultivating Virtue versus Creating Karma
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If you spend your whole life in a muddle, born drunk and dying in a dream, and not
cultivating the least bit of merit and virtue, how can you become a Buddha?

B2y A Bf7R/ By Venerable Master Hua
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Each of you should think for
a moment: in the past, the Buddha
had to cultivate limitless and
boundless merit and virtue before
he could become a Buddha.

Why haven't we become
Buddhas? It's because we haven't
cultivated limitless and boundless
merit and virtue. Our merit and
virtue are far less, because we
cultivate on one hand and create
karma on the other. So it is said,
"What we cultivate is not as
much as what we create."”

From morning to night,
we create karma with our body,
with our mouth, and with our
mind. For example, in our
thoughts, we often have idle
thoughts about how bad people
are, how others have wronged us,
how others are not as good as we
are, and so forth. As a result, we
create a lot of evil karma with
the greed, anger and stupidity in
our thoughts. We also create

karma with our mouth, always
talking about others' rights and
wrongs, constantly telling lies,
saying indecent things, scolding
people, backbiting, and so on.
There are some people who don't
seem to be able to survive for
even a day without gossiping. If
they don't tell lies for a day, they
feel as uncomfortable as if they
hadn't eaten. All day long, they
need to gossip and lie in order to
survive. Wouldn't you say that's
strange? It really hard to figure
them out.

Yet the people who have
this fault still refuse to admit it.
They still want to cover it up, and
they claim they haven't told any
lies and don't have any desires.
They put on a mask and cheat
everyone. Actually, in this world,
how can you succeed in cheating
people? Not only can you not
cheat others, you can't even cheat
yourself. Why not? When you
have idle thoughts, ask yourself if

you are aware of them. If you are
aware of them, that means you
can't fool yourself. Since you
can't cheat yourself, how can you
cheat others? Only stupid people
behave that way.

People who don't cultivate
will put on a mask and in blind
shamelessness do a lot of devious,
improper deeds that break the
rules. Yet they won't admit it.
Because of this, they spend their
whole life in a muddle, born
drunk and dying in a dream, and
not cultivating the least bit of
merit and virtue. So how can
they become Buddhas? They are
108,000 miles away from the
Buddhas.

In other words, the merit
and virtue we have cultivated is
not as great as the offenses we
have committed. You could say,
"What we gain is not as much as
what we lose," so how can we
accomplish anything?
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Why is the world in such trouble?It is because of fighting.
People have let their tiger-like tempers and fiery ignorance get the best of them.
People fight with each other, families feud with families,
and on a greater scale, nations battle with nations.

Such fighting will surely be the end of us.

But even when we die, we still will not have realized what happened.

F kA %7E/By Venerable Master Hua
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My Understanding from the Study of the Shurangama Sutra (3)
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A Dharma talk given by DM Heng Je
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Direction of Cultivation

If you do not have any
questions, I will continue on —
How to cultivate?

When you are rid of coarse
and refined delusions, and you
truly know the principles and
fundamentals of dharma, you
will certainly forge ahead because
you realize that you have a vast
store house that is as vast as all of
empty space and the dharma
realm, it contains everything that
you desire, various techniques and
artistries, various materials,
everything we ever chase after
are within it. At that moment, you
will want to remove all hindrance
and obstacles that blocks your
path. It is then we need to begin
cultivating our self nature, there are
preconditions for the cultivation.

We are not yet capable of
beginning genuine cultivation if
we still have delusion. When we
have delusion we lack faith. You
must study the principles in the
Shurangama sutra, they tell you
why you have a vision of this
world and how does the world
How does the

world come into being? Because

come about.

a thought has arisen from the
originally pure and faultless self
nature, then “wind” is created and
“earth” follows; when wind and
earth meet, the friction produces
“fire”; when fire encounter earth,
‘water” is brought about. This is
the basis of earth, water, wind,

and fire. Earth, water, fire, and

wind lead to four kinds of habitation:
In our world, seas and oceans are
aqueous, habitats of aquatics; where it
is dry such as the four continents and
islands, they are habitats of land
creatures; there are mountains and
And then there are
human beings, who are also set off

vegetations.

by earth, water, fire, and wind.
Then came the world in which
living beings interrelate, owing
and creating debt amongst them,
leading to endless quarrels and
infightings, our karma set off the
world in continuum, so as for living
beings. When delusions are sorted
and we have faith, then we know
the coming and going of all things, all
are subject to the process of production
and extinction, because of cause
Therefore, the
enlightened sages take pity on us

and condition.

as we are enduring ourselves to
sufferings for no good reason.
This is the time to turn around,
return to the great treasure store,
find the exit, and seek the way to
liberation.

It is delusion that must be
eliminated. When we study and
recite the Shurangama sutra, what
have we learned from it? Why do
we have delusions? It is because
we have distorted awareness, isn’t
it? The distorted awareness can
either be “based on shared karma”
or “based on the karma of individual
beings”. Pulling all our falseness in
thoughts and perceptions together
lead each one of us to deeply
believe that this world is real
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and the self is real. Because of
the existence of living beings and
this world, mixing in with the
perpetuation of retribution in
accord with karma — [ owe you,
you owe me, [ repay you, you
repay me, the never ending owing
and repaying, all of it lead to the
continuous process of production
and extinction.

Therefore, you have the
cause and condition to come to
know that we must have proper
knowledge and views in our
mind; they are the power for
progress in your cultivation.
Hence you should now listen
attentively, exactly how you
should cultivate.

To cultivate, we have to
know that our six sense organs
are the cause of our revolving
in the cycle of death and rebirth.
These six sense organs of eyes,
ears, nose, tongue, body, and
mind, they come into being
because of conditions, as such
they progress to continue to depend
upon themselves, and this is how it
works.

Sense organs can be referred
to as sense faculties. We have to
one by one untie the knots on
each sense faculty, once all the
knots are untied the sense faculties
are behind us and we return to our
nature. The sense faculties have
not left our nature; hence we have
to work on the six sense faculties
by refraining from chasing after

the six sense objects. Why is it

Pure Sound From Silicon Valley Newsletter Issue 195 July, 2012

that in Buddhism we are always
asked to “return the light to shine
within”? Return the light to shine
within is not asking us to self reflect;
surely it is the first step, the first
step of reflecting on our bad
habits and mistakes, and to
recognize them.

Returning the light is really
The

ultimate point of illuminating our

to illuminate our self nature.

self nature is to understand that self
nature is complete in itself, self
nature does not arise and parish,
it does not come and go, and
there is neither confusion nor
awakening. Why are we deluded?
Because we do not use our self
nature, we use the six sense facul-
ties instead, and continuously chase
after the external six sense objects.
If you can put down the sense
objects, whether you are rich or
poor, whether you have friends or
not, whether you are influential or
not, whether it’s difficult or easy,
whether it’s good or bad, put them
all down, turn around to attend to
your self nature, get it settled if the
self nature is not at ease, whether
it’s a disturbance, feeling uptight
or lonely, all of these can be put to
rest; to what degree of rest? With
respect to your self nature, you
are not disturbed by any state of
affair and the arrival of any
cause and condition, you are not
disturbed; the roof is lacking, not
a problem; you have nothing to
eat, not a problem.

We are here -cultivating

together and exploring
Buddhadharma, we have to put
down and not indulge ourselves in
food, and

sleep. With respect to affection

wealth, lust, fame,
and love, we are human because
we all have this craving knot in
our mind, if people are nice to
you, it’s not a problem; if people
are not nice to you, it’s not a
problem; if [ am ill today, or if |
have terminal illness, it’s not a
problem either. Our nature is
everlasting, it does not get sick.
The illness today is due to cause
and condition. Therefore, during
the process of cultivation, we have
to return the light to shine within;
we have to turn all the problems
into non problem. Without problem
of course is not a problem. There
originally has not a problem.
Don’t let problems arise after we
Buddha’s

Thus, this is a direction to cultivate,

learn  the teaching.
start untying the knots in our sense
faculties.

On cultivating sagehood, a
cultivator will go through fifty-five
stages, in each stage one puts down
a little more while developing a
little more in inherent wisdom,
we all have to walk such path.
In accord with defiling due to
conditions, we commit karmic
offenses, our six sense faculties
are running outward, when we see
things that we like, we take a little
more, and we give away things
that we don’t like. When it comes

to unfavorable circumstance, we




say, “Oh, he did that, it was not

2

my work.” When it comes to
work that is very difficult, we
say, “Boss, give it to others.”
We draw a very clear line about
us and others, because it is so
clear, we commit multitudes of
karmic offenses, in actuality we
are really unclear. You must put
down all these sense objects in
order to return to the self nature,
at the end, you will be without
a trace of the sense faculties,
then, you will no longer be
using consciousness.  The
matching of sense faculties
and sense objects produces
multitudes of feelings, from which

myriads  of  differentiations

emerge.
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A Note from Cherishing Youth Day
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On May 20, Gold sage

Monastery was immersed in
After
days of meticulous preparation

a festive atmosphere.

from the Dharma Masters and
volunteers, the annual Cherishing
Youth Day was about to start. The
Dharma Masters and volunteers
rose up very early and started to
work, they were busy with setting
up stage, adorning the monastery,
cooking exquisite and delicious
vegetarian food, preparing for the
upcoming performance, getting
ready to welcome the guests.
Accompanied by parents
Children from all

gathered in the

and friends,
directions

monastery. The usually quiet
and dignified monastery was
full of happy chatters and laughers
everywhere. The puppet show
"Five precepts" was performed by
GSM volunteers, it demonstrated
the meritorious virtue of the Five
Precepts with a vivid story, which
deeply attracted the children’s
attention. Teachers and students
from Gold Mountain Monastery
presented the play "Lao Lai Zi",
they won roaring applause
from both the children and adult
audience. The day of activities
gradually reached its climax
when the meal offering started.
After that, the colorful, delicious
and variegated vegetarian food
were served, they were so tasty
that people cannot help taking
one round after another. Even if

they took just a small amount of

9




each variety, they would overeat
themselves.

Cherishing Youth Day
this year was a bit special, since
students from Developing Virtue
Secondary School in CTTB, came
to perform a lion dance, dragon
dance, and Drum. The unified
drum beats, resonating in high
spirits, pulled the heartstrings of
everybody. One student described
"Drum” as: they are super cool.
These students deeply impressed
me, they are self-disciplined and
organized, very clear about what
should do and what should not,
they also know how to be grateful.
They are indeed the students
educated in CTTB, in the future
all of them will become the
outstanding people in society
and the State. Students and
volunteers in Gold Mountain
Monastery also performed martial
arts and a song. These little kids,

with their innocent voice, sang

"Mother is the best in the world",
making all the adults had the feeling
of being back to childhood again.

In addition to the rich food
and wonderful performances, there
were 10 different games available,
which really entertained the
children, for example, the
kangaroo jump, reciting the
Buddha’s name to win prize,
Meditation. The most attractive
one is making dough figurine.
Children were amazed at those
professionally produced dough
After

through all the games, they could

figurines. they  went

take one home with them.

We are grateful to Venerable
Master’s grand vision and vows,
we are also grateful to Dharma
masters and volunteers for their
hard work, to the children for
providing us an opportunity to
cultivate, to the parents for their
cooperation, to the students in
Developing Virtue secondary
their

performances, to students and

school for wonderful
volunteers in Gold Mountain
their
Last but not
least, we are grateful to all those

Monastery for varied

performances.

who worked for the festival.
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Young friends! You know that skyscrapers are built little by little from the ground up.
Hundred-foot-tall trees grew inch by inch before reaching such a height. People also
grow day by day. In our youth, we should set our goals and then advance to fulfill them.
Without goals or principles, we are like a blind man riding a blind horse coming upon
an abyss at midnight. Wouldn't you say that is dangerous?

g/ EA 754/ Quotes By Venerable Master Hua
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GoLD SAGE MONASTERY ANNOUNCEMENT OF DHARMA ASSEMBLIES

L HHIEEE) Buddhist Events in July, 2012

7 /1,15 8:00aM ~ 9:00aM ) BERIUAZ  The Shurangama Mantra Recitation

77115 VRS T ISEEBRE ( 9:00aM ~11:00AM )

Lecture on the Golden Light of the Most Victorious Kings

7/8 B ILZES ( 8:15AM ~4:00PM )
)@B Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation
Sunday 7/22 ﬁ?ﬁ%%iﬁg ( 8:15AM ~11:00AM )
Six Syllable Mantra Dharma Assembly
7729 BERPUEE  ( 8:15aM ~11:00AM )
The Shurangama Mantra Recitation
S — = ga’ l . ~4.
SEVAN 7/14 %%ﬁ%ﬂi ( 2:00PM ~4:30PM )
Elders’ Dharma Study Group
&EH1 pm KA 5= Great Compassion Repentance
J\HB3i%#) Buddhist Events in August, 2012 HIW Date i 2
P{_KEMIBEH Great Master Chang Ren’s Enlightenment Day 8/2 @] 8:30AM [l
B/~ AH Venerable Master Hua’s Day 8/3 5B 8:30AM ki
S e 8/4 S8+ §H!] : 6:30AM
BERBSSENELS _ o 1 €7 8:30AM~2:30PM
Celebration of Guan Yin Bodhisattva’s Enlightenment 8/6 Bl (1-F1)8:30aM F'ﬂ?ﬁ
RE#2IT Elders’ Dharma Study Group 8/4 3B+ 8:30AM~ 12:00AM
HD
B HIZEE Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation 8/12 S@F! 8:15AM~ 4:00PM RET
. (GSM)
EOCREES THEERE o 8/19 58F 1 9AM~ 11:00AM
Lecture on the Golden Light of the Most Victorious Kings
18- Earth Store Recitation 8/27~9/2 8:30AM~ 4:00PM
TRAAE Celebration of Ullambana 8/31 ;B 8:30aM I
KAEMESE Great Compassion Repentance S8 (Everyday) 1 pm
ENBSEENELS -
Celebration of Guan Yin Bodhisattva’s Enlightenment 8/5 SFHEE,
TETRLZHELRIERMSINES @ B1R882 BRRIERS - TE (CTTB)
GSM will arrange bus tour for same-day travel. Please sign up before Aug. 2
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Gold Sage Monastery Recent Dharma Events
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Celebration of Guan Yin Bodhisattva’s Enlightenment
August 4, Saturday: The Pilgrimage-6:30am. Dharma Assembly : starting from 8:30am

August 6, Monday (Acutal Day) : starting from 8:30am

— N HRL ARt LR (EM—)EAA=A o
BRI s BELAT FTEARBLEHRESE -

Earth Store Recitation :
starting from August 27 to September 2 , 8:30am~4: 00pm
( Setting up Plaques for Lengthening Life and for the Rebirth is available.)

ZEARERT AN —BR(ERE) EFABZFH o

Celebration of Ullambana on August, 31 ( Friday ), 8:30 am.




