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Through cultivating the way,

you can increase your wisdom,

your resolve for Bodhi,

the power of your vows, and everything else.

g LA 354/ by Venerable Master Hua

#¢=# &7/ Honoring the elders day
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No fighting, no greed, no seeking, no selfishness, no pursuing personal advantage, and no lying.
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The Buddha-nature: the Original Source of All Living Beings

g/ kA H/ A talk given by Venerable Master Hua
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In the very beginning, the
universe was nebulous and
When

Heaven and Earth were created,

indistin-guishable.

there were no people and no
living beings. You can't really
say that there was a world or
there wasn't a world. There was
basically nothing at all. Later,
during the phase of becoming,
living beings came into being
bit by bit. Ultimately, where did
human beings come from? Some
people say they evolved from
But what did the apes
evolve from? If it was possible for

apes.

apes to turn into people in the past,

why can't they change into people
now? Strange! Ignorant people
who were trying to be different
invented this unusual theory that
people evolved from apes. Why
don't they just say people evolved
from mice, or from caterpillars?
How do they know that mice didn't
evolve from people?

Who is the original
of all the
swimming, and roaming creatures
and the plants--the birds in the sky,
the fish, turtles, shrimp, crabs, and
other creatures in the water,

ancestor flying,

the people and other creatures

endowed with blood and
breath, and the flowers,
grasses, trees, and all the

plants? The Buddha-nature is.

There can be endless
births and
tions in the world, all because
of the Buddha-nature. If
the Buddha-nature did not
exist, everything would cease
to be. The Buddha-nature alone
endures without perishing for

infinite transforma-

thousands of ages, and exists
eternally through myriads of
generations, and so the Ten Dharma
Realms are transformationally
The Ten

Dharma Realms are not apart

produced from it.

from a single thought. That single
thought is the Buddha-nature--it's
another name for the Buddha-nature.
Thus, people are evolved from the
Buddha-nature, and animals come
into being when people fall lower in
the cycle of rebirth. The theory of




the Ten Dharma Realms explains it
very clearly.

Stupid people insist that
apes were the ancestors of people.
Islam has a story about pigs, and
Hinduism says cows are gods.
These are all partial views. They
only know a little, but they don't
realize the great functioning of the
whole reality. And so they have
deluded the world, writing books
and preaching their doctrines,
saying, "This is science. That is
philosophy," classifying things
into categories. Actually, they are
just looking for something to do
when there is nothing to do. Having
nothing better to do after eating
their fill, they go around confusing
people.

Ultimately, how did people
come into being? Let's look at how
chickens came into being. Which
came first, the chicken or the egg?
Without a chicken, there's no egg.
Without an egg, there's no
That's the
question," which has no final

chicken. "chicken
answer. Regarding people, did
the man or the woman exist first?
If you say the man was first, a
man is born from a woman's
womb. If you say the woman was
first, it takes a man for there to be
a conception. Because it was so
long ago, people have forgotten
just how humans came into being.

The myriad phenomena
fundamentally come from the
Buddha-nature, coming into being

and returning to nothingness, in

an endless series of births and
transformations, ever increasing
in number like bugs born in rice,
which is a case of something
insentient producing something
sentient. By the same principle,
the Buddha-nature can transform
nothing into something, producing
all living beings and humankind.
The theory that humans
evolved from apes is totally
groundless. You can see that the
people of different countries have
different
black, yellow, white, and red-skinned
people. What did they evolve from? You
can talk about it this way and that,
but you'll never find an answer. If
we return to the Buddha-nature--
which can transform nothing into

appearances—-there ~ are

something, and something into
nothing, in endless births and
transformations --this is a theory
which can explain it, but few
people have the wisdom to reach
that level of understanding.
People came into being
from nothingness, and all other
living beings are that way, too.
Cultivation is just turning existence
into nothingness, returning to the
origin, and going back to the
inherent Buddha-nature. "What
use is that?" you ask. Well,
what use is your being a person?
If you can return to your inherent
Buddha-nature, you will quickly
be able to accomplish the Buddha
Way. The Buddha-nature exists
eternally. Even if all living beings

die, the Buddha-nature will never

perish. Why am I talking about
this? It's because today is the
anniversary of Earth Treasury
Bodhisattva, and his vows urge
me to speak some truly fundamen-
tal principles about being a person
and handling affairs, that is, about
the principle of "nothing turning
into something, and something
turning into nothing." If you don't
believe that principle, then how
do you explain bugs being born in
rice? People in the world are also
like bugs, except that they have a
higher level of perceptive ability
and a soul. But they are still a long
way from the Buddha. Comparing
people to the Buddha is just like
comparing bugs to people.

If you understand this,
then you will be able to cultivate.
In cultivation, you must be as
steady as a balance, calm and
peaceful, with no waves in your
own nature. If you truly understand
Buddhism, then I can discuss the
Buddhadharma with you, and
together we can investigate how
to cultivate. If you do not truly
understand, and you are still
involved in seeking name and
gain, and you cannot put down
food and
sleep--you can't put anything

wealth, sex, fame,
down--then how can I tell you
about the true Buddhadharma and
cultivation of the Way? All of

you should wake up and be alert!
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As Long as I Have One Breath Left
I Will Speak Sutras and the Dharma (1)

D YR '“\[?xl‘ﬁ'}ﬁ%ijf?[ /Editorial of BTTS

JF

CRRIES - 1R
- ERIFEAARE D
ESRRN 52 S A
o 1 E"'T‘ﬂll[ﬁ?' ’ H'fp ot

FIBCE S P EIE -
b R -

— ek A ] -

P R R
MR }E% ey S
EJQ%H:H _ <<4\|'33ng'[
BEBE ) o RS v Ik py o
Feo BT PR VR > R
A o (REBRRS) AL
pmééﬁ 4y i%aj’scprsr”[ﬁq"

Pure Sound From Silicon Valley Newsletter Issue 199 November, 2012

EMTFH: / Genglin Zheng

PRV ST i e

CHR I REY
[ RS BT R o

Piﬁﬁﬁﬁ’Pmam
TR 25 o 2 PR A 2
B g 45775 PO v
b N E SR iij_
ffrp ot~ ER A

i (e B 152 LY
Jod A2 Fpuq kA
dERAe B WP
1o B EPURL Y ) R P
CERNU b=l ST RS
A9 Al 8 s FEEAT Y
TN T - RS
> N = v ——
NGRS

o7 *Jp Upbl N—— T

Hl
i3

o N7

L

PRS0

SRR EL k]
e PRI R
JuE = E‘i?rrg’?[aliﬁﬂ] o
AR R
POy B 2T s B
TR N G 1R
ORI o SRS AR I
o g8 B R L P
HE TR = TR T
e Jet i A
FIRHRERY Tkl o -
CEApLEER (o E
ﬁ>"ﬁ%*ﬁﬁ’*%
J Frovd @éf T
F = HH PR
W*T@Wf%emmﬁ¢ﬁu

lu

- N PR e R
il B
5




?I'Eij o B MBI 0 kL
fd - léi /HIBL D A

Bl P IR L_LELLJ— 8
J AT

- JuA T EA - E[H A

RS S N
%%? [ B T
+ JuiF JuE [ H%%#ﬁ

@mﬁoﬁﬁyﬂﬁﬂﬁﬁr%é
TE T ER RS
FoFE TR pUSAIE
RS P LT 25 P e
BE AT ]S ek PUETA
I R s
s

RSl Kkl B
R &
FA = A B B
T (M e
Y o PRI fFﬁ’J"I‘—TJf*
SO AT
Hobs HIRLE R B
EREEICE 1= (R b
eI PUE[A FIE

Vo g amE O
A PORBE—— (T

Wied 2 ons) o BT

u—f Jt

CERC SR T VAR FI=
e p ) o FUAY ?F'lgﬁi
B o HIBTRE LEAR -
A=

PR LT AR

1o FIFE SR

k.

A AERATE,

HER 2 A

0P RS = [

PR (e,

o R
%?qﬂﬁ:

TSR

I, B

F ORI -

ik SEd Sl

ﬁﬁﬁ%%%ﬁ

flE Vv

A A CRGERT

ez pLA 6

[F=yk rFA P F1— Jud e e
FIZ A RS = e e
T ] PN

TR LB
E A = U
PR

ﬁ?rﬁl— MEE (NERS LB Rd

A ) o IFRE

%w@mﬁﬁﬁ
e A N NN T C e
PR - i e

"lfﬁ .

RN W
o= e

A

S

W IR G
B

R SR
YW~ ‘Jﬁﬁf}*gﬁ&

SEpE IR
RS R S

¢

R A REd i
SR U T
'ilr_{, BRI N NN
SNt
TR T ol T A I
FD o PRI SR 5
F”“*’?rlﬁﬁﬁhwﬁw

J 3J - 3J = N
7o BHER s e

PR o [ P
nﬂTﬁéﬁ% N

Be B9 L
F A —— PR AL

e 2

199 Hi 2012 11 8B



“As long as I have one
breath left, I will speak sutras,
and propagate the proper
dharma.” This is the vast vow of
Venerable Master Hsuan Hua.
Master Hsuan Hua spoke sutras
tirelessly for decades and delivered
numerous dharma talks throughout
his young years in China, his
middle age in Hong Kong, and
the many years since his arrival in
America in 1962. The Master
would give the full lecture regardless
of the size of the audience, which
varied from one person to a few
hundred people.

On June 17, 1968, in the
San Francisco Buddhist Lecture
Hall, the Master launched the
lecture-series of Sutra on the
Surangama mantra that is Spoken
from above the Crown of The
Great Buddha’s Head — landmark
of the propagating
dharma in America. This sutra is

Master’s

a sure sign of the proper dharma,
it is the first sutra that will
disappear when Buddha Dharma
is about to end. Surangama Sutra is
the esoteric key to the Chan
School, as well as the principle of
the Exoteric Teaching. Ordinary
people who cultivate according to
the sutra can turn their ordinary
minds into sagely wisdom;
Bodhisattvas who realized it
can cross living beings of different
potentials over to the Buddha’s
vehicle. The Master started out
by speaking this sutra in order to

break our ignorance, rid us off
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afflictions, egoism, and love and
desires, showing us how to sail
across the misty karma sea. This is
indeed compass for the bewildered
and lamp to light up the darkness.
The Summer Study and
lasted for
ninety-six days; over forty college

Cultivation Session

students attended the session.
Initially, the daily talks which
included  translations  were
scheduled for two hour only.
The Master felt that the Sutra
could not be completed this way.
So an afternoon talk was added
aside from the evening hours.
Soon lectures were increased to
three times — morning, afternoon,
and evening. Towards the end,
lectures were increased once
more to four times daily -- one in
the morning, two in the afternoon,
and the last one in the evening.
With all the efforts, the first
summer session concluded on
September 22.

More and more people
came to study Buddhism after the
Shurangama Assembly. Most of
the summer students were from
Seattle, Washington. The same
momentum pulled them together,
like magnet is to iron, indeed
unconceivable! They all moved
to San Francisco in order to attend
the Dharma Flower Dharma
Assembly. The Master explained
the Wonderful Dharma Lotus
Flower Sutra every evening for
two years straight in over three

hundred fifty lectures. The

Assembly completed on November
10, 1970. The Sutra illustrates that
“All Buddhas and the World Honored
Ones appear in the world solely for
the causes and conditions of one
paramount matter,” that is, “to
demonstrate to enlighten living
beings to the Buddha’s knowledge
and vision.” The Master talked
about this sutra in order to inspire
us — to open the Buddha’s
knowledge and vision, to demonstrate
the Buddha’s knowledge and vision, to
enlighten living beings to the Buddha’s
knowledge and vision, and to lead
living beings to enter the
Buddha’s knowledge and vision.
This is ample evidence of the
greatness of the Master’s the
compassionate VOws.

Starting November 16,
1968, the Master added lectures
on The Past Vows of Earth Store
Bodhisattva on Saturdays. The
Assembly was completed on
September 29, 1969. “Not until
all living beings are delivered,
will I myself accomplish Bodhi;
not until all hells become empty,
will I realize Buddhahood.” —
These vast vows of the Earth
Store Bodhisattva awaken our
conscience. We should all resolve
to make great compassionate Vows
as well, to liberate the living beings
in the western world of extreme
material abundance as well as of
extreme spiritual poverty.

At the earnest request of
his disciples, the Master embarked
on lectures of The Vajra Prajna




Paramita Sutra in the afternoon
starting on November 17, 1968.
The goal was to enlighten us to
the knowledge that three kinds of
thoughts are unattainable; and we
should let the thoughts be nowhere
attached, that is to see through, to
let go, and to be free. The Prajna
Assembly concluded on April 6,
1969.

Subsequently, the Master
proceeded with lectures on the
core of The Great Prajna Sutra —
The Heart of Prajna Paramita
Sutra. The Master’s work, Ferses
Without Stand and Prose Commentary
on the Heart of Prajna Pavamita Sutra,
provides direction for the bewildered
with the great expectation that all
living beings land at the other

shore. As the verses say:

Wonderful
reach the other shore right

wisdom  can
now;

The true mind itself can
merge with enlightenment’s
source.
Dharma and analogy
comprises its title, which
transcends the relative.
Empty of the characteristics of
all dharmas is this substance
beyond words.

Fundamental non-attainment
is its purpose and intent,

And by using its power of
eradication, the three obstacles
are cleansed away.

The

determined to be the meaning

“butter division” is

of this teaching,

A maha turning around. this
is the prajna boat.
also written to

Verses were

enlighten us:

Practice the Way, cultivate
yourself, and do not seek
outside.

The prajna of your own nature
is the deep and secret cause.
White billows soar to the
heavens, the black waves
cease;

Nirvana, the other shore,
effortlessly is climbed.

Time and again, time and
again, don’t miss the chance;
Care for it, be diligent, take
hold of the divine innocence.
Unclear mirage: thus the
news arrives;

Now it’s there, not it’s not—

see what is originally esteemed.

This Assembly began on
April 20, 1969 and concluded on
July 27, 1969.

The Heart Sutra Dharma
Assembly brought the much welcome
dharma rain to the disciples, whom in
great dharma joy, made one more
request to the Master to kindly talk
about Great Compassionate Heart
Dharani Sutra. The Sutra shows how
Guanshiyin Bodhisattva accomplished
great kindness and compassion from
cultivating the Bodhisattva Path
on the Cause Ground for countless
kalpas. As the Sutra says:

For all living beings to obtain
peace and happiness.

For healing all illnesses,

For longevity and wealth.
For

karmas and heavy offenses,

eradicating all evil
and being free of obstacles
and disasters.

For Increasing merits and
virtues of all White Dharmas.
For nourishing all virtuous
seeds, and staying away
from dreads and fears.

For  quickly fulfilling all

needs and wishes.

The Master wanted us to
learn what the Buddha learned, to
do what the Buddha did, to have
great kindness and compassion; to
do what’s difficult to do in this
evil world of five turbidities; to
bear what’s hard to bear -- to exert
utmost efforts in practicing the
Bodhisattva way. The master
instructed us not to just move
in and out of sutras; instead, we
should take action and put principles
into practice. This is how to reveal
the true spirits of the Buddhas
and Bodhisattvas, and to enable
Buddhism to take root, sprout,
bloom, and bear fruits in the
West. Besides, the Master also
wanted people to know -- what
indeed is Buddhism?
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What
property in the world?

What is the happiest thing?
What is the most flavorful thing?
What is the most endurable?

is the most valuable

Dharma Master Jin Fan
welcomed the elders to GSM’s
Honoring Elders’ Day with a story
of filiality. The story tells us
confidence is the most valuable,
learning the Buddha dharma is
the happiest, speaking truth is the
most flavorful, and the most endurable
thing is wisdom.

Every year before the
festival, dharma masters and
volunteers at GSM start planning
and preparation in earnest and
enthusiasm. This year, the
Elders’ Day falls on the much
emphasized Chinese traditional
Moon Festival, when autumn is high
with brisk air. For this reason,
in addition to the healthy and
nutritious vegetarian food and
tasty deserts prepared, the dharma

masters led the volunteers in making

delicious moon cake gifts for every
elder at the event. The elders’
joyful looks, we are sure, is
enough to drive away the
volunteers’ tiredness from days’
hard work.

This year, to ensure that all
guests feel at home, the enrollment
was limited, and seats were placed
only in the great hall. Every
elder was well cared like in one
big family, and there was
warmth all around.

The performances proceeded
as prior year: following the Meal
Offering Ceremony and during
lunch time, there were performances
including solo, stand-up comedy,
choir from the Elders’
Dharma Study Group,
Shaolin martial art, and
Chinese orchestra —all
were splendid performances
which won a great deal
of applauses. The most
well-participated  event
was the Q&As’ of Basic

Buddhism, which took

place towards the end of lunch,
when after the delicious meal all
guests were energetic, and all
participated vigorously in the
activity. With the host’s good humor,
the meeting hall was warm and
cheerful.

This year’s Honoring
Elders’ Day ended with the
assembly “Namo
Amitofo” led by the dharma
master. Let’s hope that we all can

reciting

do as urged by Dharma Master
Jin Fan: work hard on studying
the Buddha Dharma, be happy
every day, speak the truth every
day, tell no lies, and be a person

of wisdom.

10
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GOLD SAGE MONASTERY ANNOUNCEMENT OF DHARMA ASSEMBLIES

+—FB{35&&) Buddhist Events in November, 2012

11/4( 8:00aM ~ 9:00AM ) WBEXIL/ESE  The Shurangama Mantra Recitation
11/4 TR EASEEEE ( 9:00aM ~11:00aM )
Lecture on the Golden Light of the Most Victorious Kings
11/11 %{%;&ﬂgﬂig ( 8:15AM ~4:00PM )
5@5 Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation
Sunday 11/18 J\EEEEAX starting from 6:30AM
Transmission of the Eight-fold Precepts
11/ 1825 RE2EWES (8:15AM~4:30PM )
The Jeweled Repentance of Emperor Liang
3 BSEEDRE 8:30am
J@E / Celebration of Guan Yin Bodhisattva’s Leaving Home
N 13 REMFHBZ2UE (2:000M~ 4:30PM )
= Elders’ Dharma Study Group
81 pm K AEM A= Great Compassion Repentance CEZHEARIFRIN)
p
+_B1{p55&) Buddhist Events in December, 2012 BHf Date h 25
ES2YT Elders’ Dharma Study Group 12/ 1 5B+ 2:00PM~ 4:30PM
B HIZEE Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation 12/2 &' 8:15AM~4:00PM
EOCRRE TR o 12/9 8F1 9:00AM~ 11AM
Lecture on the Golden Light of the Most Victorious Kings SEz
¥BEUESE Dharma Assembly of Shurangama 12/ 16 58}! 8:15AM~ 11AM (GSM)
BT PEFRESSE A Celebration of Amitabha Buddha's Birthday |12/29 3B+ 8:30AM
#iE2/AZ Dharma Assembly of Guan Yin 12/30 @' 8:15AM~ 11aM
KFEMESE Great Compassion Repentance S8 (Everyday) 1 pm
BPUEPCFRES A Celebration of Amitabha Buddha's Birthday
2R FM L e RAEEMER S 0EE - FAPAARE 12 /23388 ¥ 4k B 3R,
12208 AATEM AN EREG o (CTTB)

Gold Sage Monastery will arrange bus tour for same-day travel.

Please sign up early.
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Dharma Realm Buddhist Association

Gold Sage Monastery

11455 Clayton Road, San Jose, CA 95127
Tel : (408) 923-7243 / Fax: (408) 923-1064
B e 4R www.drba.org

website: http://drbachinese.org/branch/GSM
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Ignorance is darkness, and wisdom is light. Ignorance leads to afflictions. Afflictions
make one deluded and dark. Being dark and without light, one lacks wisdom. Without
wisdom, one cannot see the Buddha. These are all interrelated. If we want to see the
Buddha, we must diligently cultivate precepts, samadhi, and wisdom and extinguish
greed, hatred, and delusion. Then the Buddha will spontaneously manifest and speak
Dharma for us.

Fro b s / by Venerable Master Hua




