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The Good and wise Advisor’s teaching
is like a spring sun in that it produces
and makes grow the roots and sprouts of
all good Dharmas.
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No fighting, no greed, no seeking, no selfishness, no pursuing personal advantage, and no lying.
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Cultivate Diligently and Don't Be Lax

FNEA BT

A talk given by Venerable Master Hua
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V- ~ hen we hold a Chan session,

we are taming our bodies and
regulating our minds. Taming the
body keeps it from acting in
random, impulsive ways. Regu-
lating the mind means not al-
lowing it to indulge in idle
thoughts, so it's always pure and
clear. Then no matter where we
go, to the ends of space or the
limits of the Dharma Realm, we're
still right within our self-nature. Our
inherent nature contains absolutely
everything. Nothing falls outside
of it. It's just our fundamental
Buddha-nature.

From limitless numbers of
eons in the past, in life after life,
in world after world, wherever
we appeared, we've been deeply
deluded and defiled by deviant
knowledge and views. So it's not
very easy for us to understand our
minds or to see our natures. For
this reason, we need to participate
in a meditation session. A session
is a period of time set aside for
seeking realization. During this
special period, we are determined to
gain benefit. We must certainly apply
effort and seek understanding.

If we want to truly understand,
the very first thing that we need
to do is to learn to be as if we
don't understand anything at all.
Here in the Chan meditation hall,
what is our method of cultivation?
We don't know. We are not aware
of heaven above, earth below, or
people in between. What did we
do all day long? We don't know.
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What did we eat? We're not aware.
What clothes are we wearing? We
don't know. In this state of complete
absorption and obscurity where we
bring ourselves to know nothing
at all, we approach a state like
this:

When one can train oneself

to appear as if foolish,

Then one's genuine cleverness

comes forth.

If one can study until one

appears dull,

Then one's real talents begin

to appear.

That is to say, only after
you make yourself seem like the
most stupid person in the world
can you bring forth genuine clev-
erness. When you reach that
state, then:

When one thing penetrates, all
things penetrate.

When one thing is understood,
all things are understood.
When one thing is enlightened
to, all things are enlightened to.

We connect on all sides; we
understand  everything.  Our
enlighten-ment is thorough and
complete. What've we learned?
We don't know. We really seem
like total idiots. That's the very
time, howev-er, when our rare
qualities start to manifest.

During this meditation
session, you want to set aside
your clever-ness and your petty
intelligence. You shouldn't assume
that you understand everything
there is to know. If you think you
know everything already, then

you haven't truly understood the
Buddha-dharma. That is to say,
"Great wisdom resembles stupidity."
On the surface, a truly wise person
appears to know nothing at all. In
fact, he understands all things.
That is to say, he may be very
dull regarding petty business, but
he can understand truly great mat-
ters. Only someone like that can
have outstanding accomplishment.

Here in the Chan hall we
run when everyone else runs, and
we sit when everyone else sits.
We don't have to discriminate
between north and south, east
and west. Now is the time when
we can make "the great reversal"
and truly understand. What do we
understand? We understand what
our native home looks like. We
understand our original face, our
basic identity.

In the Chan hall, we should
work hard and chatter less. Don't
waste time. There's a saying that
goes, "An instant of time is worth
an ounce of gold; an ounce of
gold cannot buy back an instant of
time." That's just how valuable
time is in Chan meditation.
Who knows in which minute
we'll become enlightened? So
we have to cherish each and
every moment, and not let any

time casually slip by.




REBHE L

SRAT 0 —REERah

As Long as I Have One Breath Left
I Will Speak Sutras and the Dharma (3)

Yo i?%?ﬁfﬁﬁgﬁﬂ/Editorial of BTTS
Y5 1 EI7FAf / Genglin Zheng

j g
W s s g

Wpﬂﬂ EE@;&@L 1;} [~
P e I EER T (P
LY ) LIS e PR
(V= 3gsy) - R
HFHRELCTI ot
FOSpL i R A L (S

HAORHL > 7 LB R
R
FHEIP ~ THE T T
% iy 55 :EZ?DPLFH JIF“;“ SEf il
LU E T gw%ﬂ%m
@F Voo s I, b
SR (N T

E'ﬁ%’fﬁ A BRI 1o Ed
T R (R o ISEE
i S e T
H e A [g[:_+~ Ju ok

Fl
A -

N

H{EH] o ﬂ—%‘?}

_|(»

fsr o -

= JuepaE MBI (P
Bl S HAS) o akLl
IR Rl « PRERTE
M RV L WEIE
R T PO TP

B SHEEN - Pl
1T TR S I R N

R )
QP BERR) o TR
B RS R O R EIEF
oo [NELFY HALL I ¢
fi o PO s
TRAMIRE b4t =id i 2

po

FIBRAL o i
- A H}*ﬁ'ﬂﬂ

— ﬁﬁj[ rrt)J,Q (S
[ fos 2 2 37 F[ ?%F‘EJ?

B~ ] S SR bl

4

A = o
WErRs £20

G A R Tk
rm e T s Jg;xg
E =) SR
HE2 ﬁ“ i {21+ o plLF &k
T SR
B F#u?’fﬁiﬂ ($5°
Eiﬁ ifle‘ , i/[lﬁ% :
B L 5 ?’jé'l'ﬁ:
(e JIE=l = e s
;'%?I [;%ngj?fs%p?ﬁl = o
AR E ) s
S AR E}%FJ’H%'%%
R RS L
i) o QPP A B
FlstA o 52 FElt TH B
RN NN R ’g[
foo L BRI
BB RR T R T
4450 18 SR pu S

—T

r

_lg\

18§ 20135 01 8



M
¥

S a2 1 S
frdip o o B E
TR SRS f B =
9 o T (PR

PV FREE (R A
w>ﬂﬁ§%ﬁ~ﬁﬁ’ﬂ
IO L 3 R
o= L g R 8
(i OFSPUER o (IR )
ﬂ@ﬁz\%j\?@y@pfjgﬁw J

(s BB-52) ik RL ED (-
) B -

JeE

E('—“ F}‘EI
—A*Ju_

fi "

(B e ) - 1= <<1%E%ﬁﬂzsﬁ
IEJI:[JEJZF{>> ’Tﬁ, ul‘ o
F [gjli[ﬁ'ﬁ o

(B F =) R

N TR R I
TRy STERAT T H
RN p:r',][gy SRS,
AU E IRV ] - e A2
L KRR R

TG IERY

g =R ST e
%Ew~wﬁ3ﬁ’m@%
S (N R LN ??ﬂ
ﬁ ?[ﬂ‘,[@ﬁ ’ :;f r_J. j\f )

Pure Sound From Silicon Valley Newsletter Issue 201 January, 2013

R R ETE -

- e el A 2 A
qpa s miE (P
KT) o SERLEIEI B Y
BB R RS T S
o N b AR D
fERT BRI
(RN SN N
Al i”%;iiﬁ o B - e
To b EHENE (P
Y A —‘Fs’ﬁ‘f*ﬁ o

e S R
[HE}F“%# R
(BE[TIAZ) > BB
RLERAR 5 4 pORpTs - i -

B ] e B EE - BB
Al ﬁ%ﬁé?’]ﬁﬁ FE G,

9 - BT e B PV
EUZEBNRE I 2|

i R R  EIRIS R
FEIEER -
CEF D R

NP -
F”f %o B [Pg;&?srj 5
C o PR S
BoRp L@
% ’TI?E UPISTTESS Fﬂ

‘\E—J‘T\gg I‘“J \l o — *Juﬂ\ EI_'EF _‘[—‘

SR OCR RS EREGE
R o TR R -
T S S pUER R
- -
- Jerz = Eﬂﬁfi B
Ao R
s @‘ﬁ‘ﬁjiﬁﬁﬁ’JJJ TR
S UINEIUE EREaRE- TN
7 PP T B et
HEYE * “’ﬂ#@ﬂ EUNEis= F ,
e N = PUCI b
@%%ﬁiwﬁt%ﬂﬁ E[fY
H’%iﬁ'[ﬁ”ﬂ? g
PIBEHE P bl SR
Flolpo cmd s AFIHFre TpY
‘Fﬁ'?f xﬁl[ﬁ'%ﬁi@ﬁ@ﬁ' ﬁ‘[
Lo AT OF (Ko xgﬁFJFErJ
e ‘FUDF|>> [UESRE e
Jeg o P SRl P
FORSRE R G R
) (fitor) QRARRE) py
7 FhL rﬁ‘mi‘ ﬁ ik
o B ﬁ'J =3k
BT e (R
- ﬁ?ﬁ s H fﬁJﬂ? fy
IS R )
Rl EEL VS R -

_-Ellll




Starting in 1972, the Venerable
Master adopted The Portraits of the
Buddhist Patriarchs to teach the
disciples to learn from the spirits
and virtues of the past patriarchs.
This book is literally a collection of
the portraits and an account of the
spiritual journeys of the patriarchs
in the east and west, who are mentors
for cultivators of later generations. It
encourages cultivators to “keep
abreast with the virtuous”. The book
may be traced back to Ming and
Qing Dynasties. Elder Monk Xu
Yun, a modern high sangha,
made additions to the book as
he regarded this book to be
highly valuable in the history of
Chan School. Following Elder Xu,
Venerable Master Hua expanded
the book to include accounts of
modern high sanghas. The Master
also added commentaries and
outlines in the form of verses that
is simple and easy to understand.
The Venerable Master gave a series
of talks on the noble deeds of the
The
talks concluded in the spring of
1986.

In 1974, the Venerable
Master opened talks on the Sutra

great virtuous patriarchs.

in Forty-Two Sections Spoken by
the Buddha, the earliest Sutra
translated in China. In simple
and lucid language, the book in
forty-two short chapters clearly
states the step-by-step process of
cultivation, from leaving home-life,
cultivating the Way, up to becoming
sages. It also points out precisely

the dos and don’ts for cultivators.

In the same year, the Master
further lectured to his Western
disciples on The Shramanera
Vinaya and Rules of Deportment,
preparing them for their future
responsibilities being mentors to
men and gods, as well as to carry on
the Tathagata’s lineage. Precepts are
the life and blood of the left-home
people; therefore they receive the
Ten Shramanera Precepts in the
first place, and then proceed with
learning rules of deportments.

Also in 1974, the Venerable
Master led the two American disciples
Heng Juand Heng You, who in early days
went through the Three Steps One
Bow Pilgrimage, in the visits
propagating dharma in Taiwan,
Hong Kong, Thailand, India, Srilanka,
Singapore, Vietnam, and various
places in Japan. During the visits, the
Master gave talks in various temples,
monasteries, and universities. In
addition, the Master held a seven-day
Buddha Name Recitation. Towards
the year end, the Master, in
response to an invitation, delivered
talks on the Chapter of Pure
Conducts from the Avatamsaka
Sutra. This Chapter teaches us
how to make good use of our
minds in our daily lives. If we
can expediently make good vows
in what we do, and carry out our
actions according to our vows,
then we can guard our minds against
scattered thoughts and increase the
compassionate and wise deeds of the
Bodhisattvas.

Upon completion of the

6

Chapter of Pure Conducts, the
Master was invited to
Southern Taiwan to give talks to
the faithful on the Chapter of the
Perfect  Penetration (from  the
Shurangama Sutra). The Buddha
name recitation dharma door
benefits living beings of all
three roots; both the sharp and
the dull-witted living beings will

receive responses. As the sutra

again

says: “If all living beings in
their minds, remember and recite
the name of the Buddha, at present
or in the future, they shall see the
Buddha.” The Venerable Master
explained in plain language the true
meaning of reciting the Buddha’s
name — that is to “gathering in six
sense-faculties through continuous
pure mindfulness.”

In the year 1978, the Venerable
Master traveled to Malaysia to propagate
the Dharma. He was enthusiastically
greeted throughout the trip — an
unprecedented grand occasion.
The Master delivered talks during
his various visits; he also lectured
on the Earth Store Sutra.

The Shurangama Mantra
is the most important mantra in
Buddhism. It is the King of mantras,
also the longest among mantras; it is
critical to the rise and fall of Buddhism.
The Shurangama Mantra is the
efficacious text that keeps the sky
and the earth from destruction. And
the Shurangama Sutra was spoken
for the sake of The Shurangama
Mantra. For this reason, starting
in 1979, the Venerable Master
took the unprecedented step of
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explaining the Shurangama Matra
sentence by sentence with verses.
This Shurangama Mantra with
Verses and Commentary lasted
for nine years, it concluded in
1987.

Exhortation to Bring
Forth the Resolve for Bodhi
was written by the great master
Xing An during the Qing Dynasty.
The work classifies “resolve”
into eight types --- evil versus
righteous, genuine versus
fake, great versus small, par-
tial versus perfect --- with lu-
cid explanations on the differ-
ences among the eight types of
resolves. The essay, with its thor-
ough reasoning, is a very impor-
tant guide to cultivation. For this
reason, the Venerable Master
lectured on the essay twice, in
1979 and 1985 respectively,
urging his disciples to bring
forth great bodhi resolve, to
make solid vows, to be true and
to get rid of falsehood, and to re-
tum to enlightenment and leave
confusion.ea

In 1979, at the request of
the faithful of the Gold Wheel
Monastery at Los Angeles, the
Venerable Master lectured on the
Sutra of the Buddha’s Bequeathed
Teaching, this is the Buddha’s
final exhortations to the fourfold
assembly of disciples. The sutra
reminds us how to cultivate, how
to reduce desire and be content;
how to rely on precepts, samadhi,
and wisdom to realize the Way;
so that we don’t remain asleep
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and idle away our lives. Upon
conclusion of the Sutra of the
Buddha’s Bequeathed Teaching
Assembly in 1980, the Master began
talks on the Earth Store Sutra at the
Gold Wheel Monastery.

In response to another
request from the Los Angeles
faithful, in 1983 the Venerable
Master gave lectures on the Medicine
Master Sutra. The Medicine Master
Buddha had made vows to eliminate
the afflictions of living beings, to
keep them from suffering illnesses,
to eradicate calamities and perils.
Besides encouraging us to be reborn
in the Pure Land upon life’s end, the
Medicine Master Buddha Dharma
Door emphasizes that by the
power of vows of the Medicine
Master Buddha, the faithful can
obtain peace and happiness in
their present lives, increase their
blessings and life span, and remove
the many obstacles along the path
of cultivation.

Yong Jia Great Master’s
Song of Enlightenment reveals
the Great Master’s understanding
through his lifelong cultivation. He
wrote this song upon his
enlightenment to guide later
generations. The song is simple
and straightforward in language.
Each word is a gem and every
line reveals the truth. It inspires in
us the Bodhi resolve and shines
the light of wisdom on its readers.
In 1965 the Venerable composed
Commentary to Great Master Yong
Jia’s Song of Enlightenment. He
subsequently lectured on this song a

few times. The dharma assembly in
1985 at the Gold Wheel Monastery
was one of these talks.

From 1983 onward, to
train his disciples in dharma talks,
the Venerable Master established a
training course “Developing
Inherent Wisdom”. The disciples
took turns by raffles to explain sutra
texts before the class, the Master
appointed people to give critiques,
and the class would end with
the Master personally giving
commentary and summary.
This method to explain sutra
texts is unprecedented, and all
participants can contribute their
understanding, share their feelings
and present their wisdom. The
classes lasted a long time till well
up to the 90’s. During this period,
the Master lectured on The Analects
(Lun Yu by Confucius) through
Chapter Nine — Zi Han, teaching
his disciples the fundamentals of
conducting themselves in the
society. (Part of) The Nirvana
Sutra was also lectured. The
doctrine of The Nirvana Sutra
is to “support the precepts and
speak about the eternal”, that is,
to support the precepts and to
teach about the eternal Buddha
Nature. As an exhortation to the
disciples, the Master also lectured
Chapter One of the Shurangama
Sutra. For the disciples who
experienced these days of
studying and practicing the
dharma with the Master, it was
like being in the land of ultimate

bliss; it was such a wonderful and

7



vi
;2

S e

—at

D 12 I

= 1H] |

I

Bl

Observations From Emperor Liang’s Jeweled Repentance Assembly
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2012 is a year full of legends.
In the afternoon on November
18, Gold Sage
started the Emperor Liang’s

Monastery

Precious Repentance, which
many people had wished for.
During the ceremony, everyone
sincerely repented their past karmic
offenses, and dedicated all their
meritorious virtue from bowing
repentance. On the complete day
of Nov 25, everyone was full of
Dharma joy, and the Dharma Masters
praised that this year’s repentance was
very special. Of course, my greatest
hope was that our sincerity can reach
Buddhas and Bodhisattvas so that they
would bless us a safe 2012, and turn all
the disasters into auspiciousness.

Many people got response
due to their sincerity during the
Emperor Liang’s Repentance
each time, I am ashamed of not
having any responses, | would like
share with everyone many things
that touched me. To accomplish a
Dharma assembly requires the
collective efforts and support from
everyone.

People in the temple started
working a few days before the
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session. First, nearly a thousand
of rebirth plaque and lengthening
life plaque need to be written and
proofread, and then set up. Everyone
was very careful to not make any
errors. Second, because the
Eight-fold Precepts were planned
to be transmitted in the morning
of the 18", Dharma Masters need
to lead laypersons to rehearsal
requesting Dharma. In the Buddha
Hall, more bowing cushions and
chairs had to be ready. In the
kitchen, Dharma Masters and lay
person need to prepare fruits for
offerings during the session.
Many skills needed! The fruits
were selected and washed
clean, wiped dry and arranged
nicely, then they were distributed
to different places, such as the
Buddha Hall, patriarch’s hall,
the small Buddha Hall and the
big Dining hall. Early in every
morning, someone would cut
flowers one by one, and make
sure every plate has a flower and a
piece of incense wood in it, then
place the plates on the cushions, so
that people can use them to make
offerings to the Buddhas.

People in the kitchen were
busy from morning till night. In
order to take good care of the
physical body of those in the
Dharma assembly, Dharma Master
and the cooking groups often
started to prepare the veggie food a
day before. Some layperson would
go to the temple to help before
the dawn. When people inside

Buddha hall were focusing on

bowing repentance and with one
incense after another passing by,
people the kitchen were getting
more and more nervous and in
hurry. At the second incense in
the morning, someone will have to
leave the Buddha Hall to prepare for
the meal offering. It means by then
the kitchen staff need have almost
every dishes ready. The fruits
group were busy with were peeling
and cutting, the dish delivery group
were busy with taking all the
food to the big dining hall. When
everyone was seated to enjoy the
delicious food, then kitchen stuff
were still busy with clean-ups. Some
people collected all the offered food
and fiuits, then sent them to the
dining hall; some people were
washing the offering bowls, oth-
ers were doing the sweeping,
moping ... Sometimes after they
got things done, there were not much
food left for them, but they would eat
whatever left, and they were still
happy and steadfast in their resolve to
contribute

Because the Dharma Master
exhorted everyone to cultivate
blessings by helping clean up the
big Dining hall. Sure enough,
after the Dharma talk, people
actively participated in the work
and the dining hall was quickly
cleaned up. Thus everyone was
able to attend the afternoon session
in time. Of course, we also would
like to thank volunteers in the front
office. From the first day till the last
day, people would come to set up
plaques. Those office volunteers on

10

daily pairs sacrifice their opportunity
of repenting to serve the public. In
the Buddha hall, four volunteers
were available every day to keep
order, and to make sure that no
space left in the front rows so that
people came in later would not
disturb others, and they were also
responsible for putting up sutra
books and doing other trivial
things in the Buddha hall. There
were also some laypersons were
responsible for changing and
collecting books. At the end of
each day, some laywomen would
clean up the Buddha hall, wipe
bowing cushion, vacuum and
clean toilets. In fact, because
quite a number of people used the
toilet, some people collected the
garbage several times during day, so
that other people won’t get afflicted
when using the toilet.

At this point, I might have
missed some work on this list,
but even so, there were already so
many people quietly supporting
the repentance. I do not know
whether you noticed or not before,
but for me, I never realized that it
took so many efforts from so many
Dharma-protectors to accomplish
each Dharma assembly. Thinking
of this, I am really shameful with
my ignorance before, I am also
sincerely grateful to all the works
they did for us. I deeply repent of
my being ignorant, and I decided to
learn from everybody to protect
and support the Way-place, so that
we can meet again in the
Longhua assembly.
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GOLD SAGE MONASTERY ANNOUNCEMENT OF DHARMA ASSEMBLIES

—F){1;&&) Buddhist Events in January, 2013

U6 FAEE ( starting from 8:15aM )
Dharma Assembly of Guan Yin
1/ 13 B HIEEE ( 8:15am ~4:00pm )
A Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation
L=}
Sunday 1/20 HELAE  ( 8:15am ~4:00pm )
Earth Store Recitation
1/27 KAEEE (starting from 8:15AM )
Great Compassion Recitation
BT /5 REHH2YT (2:00pM~ 4:30PM )
= Elders’ Dharma Study Group
#H1pm KB A E Great Compassion Repentance

— BAs : : i F

—F75E&) Buddhist Events in February, 2013 BHEf Date Place

SFHBIEIZEE Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation 2/3 B! 8:15AM ~4:00rPM

T AE Thousand Buddhas Repentance Dharma Assembly [2/8~10  8:15AM ~4:00pm

EBUBENEEEEH Maitreya Bodhisattva’s Birthday 2/10 B[ 1 8:15AM ~4:00PM

ZEEMIEE  Medicine Buddha Dharma Repentance SEF
(GSM)

T3 ¥AE Thousand Buddhas Repentance Dharma Assembly

2/ 17381 8:15AM ~4:00PM

T3 A E Thousand Buddhas Repentance Dharma Assembly

2/24 3BF!  8:15AM ~4:00PM

KAEMESE Great Compassion Repentance CEZEARIIRN)

=8 (Everyday) 1 pm
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Welcome the Spring by Purifying Our Mind and Body
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Dharma Activities on Spring Festival of 2013
1.

A Thousand Buddhas Repentance Dharma Assembly on February 8~10, 2013
from 8:15 am to 4:00 pm.

Maitreya Bodhisattva’s Birthday: Feb. 10, from 8: 15am .

Medicine Buddha Dharma Repentance Assembly on Feb. 10, afternoon.
Setting up Plaques for Lengthening Life and for the Rebirth is available.




