BT

Pure Sound From Silicon Valley

2013 4 02 A28 202 81  Issue 202, February, 2013

—UHE—TE TRHETHE
KETEBHE KT S -

An instant of time is worth an ounce of gold,

Yet an ounce of gold can hardly buy an instant of time.
If you lose an ounce of gold you can always find another,
But once time goes by, you can't bring it back again.
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No fighting, no greed, no seeking, no selfishness, no pursuing personal advantage, and no lying.
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What is Buddhadharma?

A talk given by Venerable Master Hua
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‘ V hat is Buddhadharma?

Buddhadharma is simply worldly
dharma, but it's a variety of
worldly dharma that most people
are unwilling to use. Worldly
people are always busy running
here and there, constantly hurried
and agitated. The source of all this
activity is invariably selfishness,
motivated by a concern to protect
one's life and possessions.
Buddhadharma, on the other hand,
is unselfish and public-spirited,
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and springs from a wish to
benefit others. As we learn the
Buddhadharma, our every action
gradually comes to include in its
scope a concern for others. The
ego gradually loses its importance.
We should give up our own interests
in service to others, and avoid
bringing affliction to others.
the hallmarks of
Buddhadharma. But most people

These are

fail to clearly understand these
basic ideas. As a result, within
Buddhist circles we find struggle
and contention, troubles and
hassles, quarrels and strife. We find
an atmosphere not at all different
from that of ordinary people.
Sometimes the relationships within
Buddhist don't

measure up to the standards of

groups even
ordinary social conduct. Such
people study Buddhism on the
one hand and create offenses on
the other. They do good deeds,
and in the next breath destroy the
merit and virtue they've earned.
Instead of advancing the cause of
Buddhism, such behavior actually
harms it. The Buddha referred to
such people as "parasites on the
lion, feeding off the lion's flesh."
We Buddhist disciples
cannot expect any results from
our cultivation if we're selfish
and profiteering, unable to put
things down and see through
our attachments. The motto of
Buddhists must be:
Truly recognize your own faults,

And don't discuss others' wrongs.

Others' wrongs are just my own:
Being of one substance with all
things is called Great Compassion.
If we want to thoroughly
understand the truths of Buddhism,
then we must first cultivate
patience and giving. Then we can
come to accomplishment. We
must turn ourselves around and be
different from ordinary people. We
can no longer flow along with the
turbid currents of the world.
Way
"turn

Cultivating the simply

means  to ourselves
around." What is that? It means to
"give desirable situations and benefits
to other people, while absorbing the
unfavorable situations ourselves." We
renounce the petty self in order to
bring to perfection the greater
self.

All disciples who have
taken refuge with me are like the
flesh and blood of my own body.
No matter which piece of flesh is
severed from my body, it hurts
me just the same. No matter
where I bleed, the wound injures
my constitution. Because of this,
all of you must unite together.
To make Buddhism expand and
flourish, you must take a loss in
places where most people are
unable to sustain a loss. You
must endure the insults that ordinary
people find unendurable. Expand
the measure of your minds, and
be true in your actions. When
you're not trying to be true, the
Buddhas and Bodhisattvas are
aware of it. No one can cheat




them. Each of you should exam-
ine your own faults and ear-
nestly remedy the flaws in your
character. Truly recognize where
in the past you've been upside-
down and where your behavior has
departed from principle. Be hon-
est, forget about yourself, and
work for the sake of all of Bud-
dhism and all of society.

No matter where you look
in the world, every organization and

every society has its own
complications and power
struggles. At Gold Mountain

Monastery, Gold Wheel Monastery,
the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas,
and the other Way-places that belong
to the Dharma Realm Buddhist
Association, we must correct
these faults. Naturally we can't
expect perfection immediately,
but we can hope to improve step
by step. We can change things
until we reach the ultimate point
of perfection. Then in thought
after thought, we must preserve
this wholesome behavior and
maintain our resolve and purpose
as we go about disseminating
Buddhism, so that its light spreads
far and wide. All disciples of the
Buddha share this responsibility
equally. We must think, "If Buddhism
fails to flourish, I haven't fulfilled
my responsibility." Don't pass your
duty to others. If we can shoulder
our responsibility in this way, then
in the near future, Buddhism will
certainly expand and spread to
every corner of the world!
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As Long as I Have One Breath Left
I Will Speak Sutras and the Dharma (4)
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During the 80’s, at CTTB

and Gold Wheel Monastery, the
Venerable Master held a conference
for discussion and translation
centering on “Shurangama Sutra —
The Fifty Demonic Skandhas”. The
Master’s fourfold assembly of disciples
attended the conference. The Master
explained part of the fifty demonic
skandhas during the meeting and
gave some instructions to help his
disciples tell the state of these
skandhas. Because, if cultivators do
not understand these fifty demonic
skandhas, they will take the wrong
path!

After the 80’s, the number
of way places increased under the
Master’s leadership. Over twenty
monasteries spread across America
and Canada, and in part of Asia
and Australia, among these are
Gold Summit Monastery, Gold
Buddha Monastery, the Avatamsaka
Monastery, City of Dharma Realm,
Berkeley Monastery, Gold Sage
Monastery. Still, the Venerable
Master continued on working tirelessly;
sweating blood, scarifying himself for
the dharma, compassionately
crossing over living beings,
lecturing sutras and speaking
the Dharma. And he would
not rest!

The Venerable Master,
being one of the Great Virtuous
Buddhist Patriarchs,
versed in the Chinese classics of

was well

Four Books and Five Classics,
and the Hundred Schools of




Thought. He was also erudite in
Chinese medicine, divination,
astrology, and physiognomy,
etc. Besides lecturing on sutras
and biographies of great patriarchs,
the Master also taught his disciples
knowledge for daily life. For
example in 1975, he talked
about the Nature of Chinese
Medicinal Herbs, teaching his
disciples simple applications of
common herbs.

Reflections in Water and
Mirrors is the Venerable Master’s
important work. In an upright
Master

straightforward critiques based

spirit,  the rendered
on historical facts, his judgments
on the ancients offer precautions
for contemporary people. The
master mentioned the intention to
rescue history from its vast
destruction, but this is as the
moon in water and flowers in
the mirrors --- shadows without
substance. But even as unreal
and hopeless as such, the Master
intended to make his efforts to do
what’s impossible, and this is the
cause for the Master’s book.
Talks on the book was given by
the Master in the 70’s, the
lectures lasted till 1988

In addition to speaking
the Master delivered

numerous talks throughout his

sutras,

daily dharma propagation. The
Master’s timely teachings are
dharma speeches of wisdom,;
simple in language and with
acute insight, these speeches are

our directions to cultivation and
thesaurus by which to conduct
ourselves. His Q & A sessions,
full of witty remarks, instantly
removed doubts in the audience.
Poems, couplets, songs verses,
these total over 2000 pieces,
and are among the variety of
dharma-doors that the Master
used in transforming and guiding
These simple
dharma that the
Master’s had at hand reveal the
quintessence of sutras, mantras,

living beings.

expressions

essays, and biographies.
Buddha
spoke the dharma for forty-nine

Shakyamuni

years and spoke sutras in over
three hundred lectures, bequeathing
the world with countless dharma
The
thousand dharma doors opened

treasures. eighty-four
up by the World Honored were
nothing else but cures for the
eighty-four thousand afflictions of
the living beings. The Venerable
Master, exhorted us earnestly time
and time again and told us all the
Buddha dharmas he had known,
leaving behind countless Dharma
in the world. These

treasures

treasures

Dharma have been
translated into English, French,
Spanish, Italian, Vietnamese,
Japanese, Korean, etc. However,
among his lifelong teachings
from the Summer Shurangama
Lecture and Cultivation Session
in 1968 up until now (year
2012) --- the 17™ memorial of the

Master’s Nirvana --- in over forty

years, even with the disciples’
continuous efforts in compiling
and publishing, many of the
Master’s dharma talks remain
unedited and unpublished in the
Chinese mother tongue he
spoke them, let alone in other
languages.

His dharmas connecting
the East and the West, his virtues
filling heaven and earth, he had
carried on the course of the
patriarchs and had pioneered
for the future; he had continued
the wisdom life of the Buddhas
through propagating the
dharma, translating the sutras, and
education. He had conducted himself
in the true spirit of no fighting, no
greed, no seeking, no selfishness,
no pursuing personal advantage,
and no lying.

The Venerable Master ---

We hope that all who
hear the dharmas will receive
inconceivable moistening from
the dharma rain --- those who
have not planted good roots, let
them plant good roots soon;
those who have planted good
roots, let their good roots grow
tall; those whose good roots have
grown tall, let their good roots
ripen; those whose good roots
have ripened, let them realize the
Buddhahood of “permanence,

bliss, self, and purity”.
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Long time ago, in the countryside,
there was an inn, a hotel in
modern sense. The owner of the
inn married a very pretty and
capable woman. But she was
very proud, so nobody liked her.
Later, the inn owner had a concubine.
This second wife was less pretty
and less capable than the first
one, but she was good-natured
and modest, so everyone liked her.
This made the first wife uneasy. She
thought that the concubine used
some venomous spells or black
magic to spellbind her husband; so
she made up her mind to get her
husband back.

She noticed that the hotel
guests were all chanting
“Guanshiyin Bodhisattva”, praying
to Guanshiyin Bodhisattva in the
hope of good business and peaceful
life. When she saw an honest customer
chanting Guanshiyin Bodhisattva, she
handed him money asking him to
please purchase a statue of
Guanshiyin Bodhisattva for her.
In three months, this guest
brought her an adorned statue of
the Bodhisattva; he also handed
her a copy of the Universal Door
Chapter, telling her to place the
statue in a very clean place. He
further told her before reciting
the sutra to rinse her mouth and
wash her hands and to preferably
go on a vegetarian diet. To win her
husband back soon, she prepared a
very clean place, placing an altar
and thereupon setting up the statue
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of the Bbodhisattva.

She cleaned herself up every day,
chanting Guanshiyin Bodhisattva
and reciting Universal Door
Chapter sincerely, hoping for her
husband’s return. Over a month
went by, his husband did not return.
Evil thoughts came into her mind
and she wished that the concubine
be hit by a car or fall dead in a
well, so that her husband would
return. But her husband did not
return, nor did the concubine die.
Instead, she was happy all the
time. The wife wanted to have
her money back. So when she
met the guest who bought the
Guanyin statue on her behalf, she
told him: “Give, give me my
money back, I did not receive a
response.” Said the guest, I
bought a brand new one for you,
never used before, now how to
get money back? I did not make
the statue myself.” On a second
thought, he said, “I heard that an
opening-light ceremony needs to
be conducted for new Buddhist
statues.” She asked, “Where can
I open light for it?” the guest
said, “in the temple.” She said
again, “we don’t have a temple
here, nor do we have monks.”
The guest said, “That is not a
problem, just go ahead and get
yourself ready in case one day a
monk will visit, you can then
ask him to do the opening-light
ceremony for you.” He went on,
“During the opening-light
ceremony at the temple, I saw

the monks use a piece of cloth,
a mirror, and a pen. I saw all
that monks did was to make a
quick draw across the cloth.
Well, go ahead and get yourself
ready.”

The wife
ahead with the preparation. As

went right
expected, in three days, there
came a monk. She asked the monk:
“Do you know how to perform the
opening-light ceremony?” Replied
the monk, “What opening-light? I
am very tired, and hungry, can I
have a bowl of noodle?” The
monk knew that the wife was
very stingy, so after the noodle,
he asked for a steam bun. The wife
was very angry, but she suppressed
her temper for the sake of the
opening-light. But the monk
again said, “I still need a bowl of
vegetarian soup.”

No sooner had the monk
finished his
brought a tray with a piece of

meal than she

cloth, a mirror, and a pen. Then
she ushered the monk to the altar to
perform the opening-light ceremony.
The monk held up the cloth and
asked: “Do you know what the
cloth is used for?” The wife
naturally did not know. The
monk said, “This piece of cloth
is to wipe off the attachments of
us living beings. But your place
is so dirty!” He went straight to
the altar and with the cloth, he
wiped clean the whole statue,
then the wall around it.

He then picked up the




mirror and said, “Your mirror is
too dark.” Spotting a bronze face
basin, he lifted it and said, “This
bronze basin is bright enough,
this will do, now you hold this
bronze basin.” He said, ““The mirror
represents the light of our inherent
nature
through the ten directions.”

The monk took up the

is unobstructed, shining

pen, asking, “You have any idea
what this pen is used for?” The
wife did not answer, she would
rather the monk say it himself.
The monk said, “This pen is
to point at and open up our
six sense-faculties, so our six
faculties will become pure
and shine brilliant lights.” He
went on, “But your faculties
are too rough, can’t be open
up by pointing, let me write it
down for you.”

So the monk wrote on the
wall, “, clean mouth but not clean
heart , causes a demon to appear in

the basin.” The wife was furious,

thinking to herself, “I am on a
vegetarian diet, why I was said to
have a clean mouth but not a
clean heart?” But the monk
continued, “It is just like you,
eating vegetarian while holding
evil thoughts, clean mouth but not
clean heart.” She was going to
throw the basin at the monk, but
when she picked it up, she indeed
found a monster in the basin, so
she dropped it off immediately,
only to find that the monk had
disappeared. There appeared on
the wall two more lines,
“Without can one see Guanyin,
how cultivating kindness?” It
dawned on her that this could be
Guanshiyin Bodhisattva appearing
as a monk to teach her.

This caused great uneasiness
in her, and also brought forth her
repentance. She repented her evil
thoughts while sincerely chanting
Guanshiyin Bodhisattva. As she
chanted on, she remembered the

four lines by the monk, that one

should be kind and accommodative.
So she chanted with great sincerity.
Later the concubine fell sick. This
time, not only was she not pleased,
but also felt compassionate. She
looked after the concubine, cooking
for her every day, which contributed
to the concubine’s fast recovery. The
husband was very pleased, because
the two wives used to quarrel,
but now he felt that he was the
happiest man on earth.

So we should pray to
Guanshiyin Bodhisattva with a
kind and compassionate heart, a
heart to be tolerant and to benefit
others. This will bring us responses.
If not, responses will not happen.
Although a Rakshasas’
yesterday, soon one becomes a

heart

Guanshiyin Bodhisattva today
with a compassionate heart.
Let’s hope that we all hold such
compassionate heart in learning

from Guanshiyin Bodhisattva.
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Cross your legs into the full-lotus position, that is, put your left foot on top of your right thigh, then your
right foot on top of your left thigh. This is the standard posture for meditation. Because the full-lotus
posture makes it easier to enter samadhi, it's known as the "demon-quelling posture" or the "vajra
posture." It's also known as the "lotus posture."
obstacles gathered over eons;

amount of merit and virtue.

—ENEAN FE

%/ by Venerable Master Hua
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Sitting this way can eradicate limitless karmic
it can put an end to birth and death, and generate a limitless
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GoLD SAGE MONASTERY ANNOUNCEMENT OF DHARMA ASSEMBLIES

E| f}}if [FI*J Buddhist Events in February, 2013

A A 'Tfiﬁ;f 8:15am ~4:00pm )

2/3
Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation
JE ! el IK'FE TG & wETEE] W I ( 8:15am ~4:00pm )
sund 2/10 Maitreya Bodhisattva’s Birthday &
unday Medicine Master Buddha Repentance Dharma Assembly
2/17 .24 [k ¢ ( 8:15am ~ afternoon )

Thousand Buddhas Repentance Dharma Assembly

R 2/8~9

T k¢ ( 8:15am ~4:00pm )
Thousand Buddhas Repentance Dharma Assembly

=1 pm ATk ﬁﬁGreat Compassion Repentance (i %'TEFJ i

)

= k] V}if iF7 Buddhist Events in March, 2013

FI] Date

:'%?‘J {1287 Elders’ Dharma Study Group

3/2 &+ 2:00PM~ 4:30PM

A A rﬁ Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation

3/3 JEF! 8:15AM ~4:00PM

2k rﬁ Thousand Buddhas Repentance Dharma Assembly

3/9~10 &+ ~F!
8:15AM ~ afternoon

T R 3/16-17 it~ =2
Recite Sutra on the Lotus Flower of the Wondrous Dharma 8:15AM ~afternoon (GSM)
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Gold Sage Monastery will arrange bus tour for same-day travel.
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1. Three Thousand Buddhas Repentance Dharma Assembly
on February 8,9, 17,24, 2013 from 8:15 am to afternoon.

2. Recite Sutra on the Lotus Flower of the Wondrous Dharma
on March 16, 17 2013 from 8:15 am to afternoon.
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Recite Sutra on the Lotus Flower of the Wondrous Dharma
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