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Ordinary people aren't sages;

How could they not make mistakes?
There is no greater goodness

Than to be able to correct one's mistakes.

PR TR R TR
ing,

no greed, no seeking, no selﬁshness no pursuing personal advantage, and no lying.
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Don't Be Arrogant towardthe Triple Jewel
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Talk given by the Venerable Master Hua
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In Buddhism, the laypeople
should respect the left-home
people. Laypeople should not
be arrogant, look down on left-
home people, or criticize them.
Laypeople should make offerings
to and praise left-home people,
and thus avoid creating the karma
of contempt. If laypeople have a
haughty or contemptuous attitude,
not only will they not have any
merit and virtue, but they'll also
be creating offense karma. Due to
cause and effect, such people will
definitely fall into the three evil
paths.

On the other hand, when
receiving laypeople's offerings and
thus acting as a field of blessings for
them, we left-home people should
reflect within and contemplate
whether we have been cultivating
earnestly every day. It is said,

A single grain of rice offered
Is as heavy as Mount Sumeru.
If one accepts the offering
and doesn't cultivate,
Then one has to repay the debt
by wearing fur and horns.

Since people respect us,
we must reflect within: are we
worthy of people's respect?
Though dressed like left-home
people, are we the same as
laypeople? Do we have useless
idle thoughts every day? Do we
lose our temper all the time? Are

we jealous and obstructive? Do we




hinder other people's cultivation?
If this is the case, then we don't
deserve laypeople's offerings or
their respect. If we still accept
these, then we should feel indebted
inside.

should
heed this at all times, so that we
don't muddleheadedly dawdle in
the Way-place. It would be a huge

We cultivators

mistake to accept laypeople's
offerings in such a way.

Why should the laypeople
make offerings to and support
left-home people? Because left-
home people concentrate on
cultivation. They don't have as
much idle thinking, affliction,
and jealousy as laypeople do. If
you can be this way, then you'll be
worthy of respect and offerings
from laypeople. If you don't
diligently cultivate, and aren't even
as sincere as the laypeople, then
you don't deserve their respect or
offerings. You should understand
this well. Don't "pass fish eyes
off as pearls," eating your meals
but being idle within Buddhism.

When making offerings to
left-home  people, laypeople
shouldn't pick and choose. "This
Dharma Master cultivates, so I
like to make offerings to him, that
Dharma Master doesn't cultivate,
so I won't make offerings to
him." We should not have this
kind of improper attitude. No
matter where we are, we should
always make offerings to the

Triple Jewel, and not carp and

pick on the Triple Jewel. If we
always look at the Triple Jewel's
faults, we are being arrogant and
failing to protect the Triple Jewel.

We shouldn't create offenses
in the Way-place; rather, we
should create more merit and
virtue to offset the offenses that
we committed before. First of
all, we should repent. It is said,
"Once repented of, great offenses
will be eradicated." How do we
repent? We should make a clean
breast of all our offenses in front
of the fourfold assembly and vow
not to repeat those offenses. Then
the Buddhas and Bod-hisattvas
will forgive us and help us
eradicate our karma, since the
offenses were not committed
intentionally.

However, if we deliberately
commit the same offense again,
repentance won't help. Our act
will become fixed karma and in
the future we will definitely receive
the retribution. We shouldn't think
that if we create offenses during the
day, we can simply pray at night to
eradicate these offenses, and so
keep on creating more offenses
while continuously praying, turning
it into a routine. In the future, the
offenses accumulated will be as
high as Mount Sumeru, so how
could one avoid falling into hell
this way?

In our Way-place, there
are transformation bodies of
Buddhas and Bodhisattvas of the

ten directions, and transformation

vars

bodies of  Pratyekabuddhas,
Arhats, and other sages. There
are also gods and dragons of the
eightfold division. They are all
here to protect the Dharma. If we
constantly find fault with other
people in the Way-place, that's
equal to finding fault with all the
Buddhas, Bodhisattvas, and
sages.

in the

Way-place on the one hand, and

If we cultivate

create karma on the other, and
our cultivation is less than the
offenses we create, this is just
like overdrawing a bank account.
If we cannot make up the deficit,
we'll go bankrupt. It's said,

Good and evil are two diverging
roads.
You can either cultivate the good,
Or commit offenses.
Don't just create evil
karma and neglect creating good
karma in this Way-place. We
should always examine our own
faults and not denounce others. If
we just harass others and obstruct
them in their cultivation, then
not only will there be no benefit
for us, but in the future we will
also receive the retribution. The

consequences go without saying.
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Liberating those who are hanging upside-down
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Spoken by Dharma Master Heng Yun
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At all times, have a proper mind; then you won't be any afflictions.

—F kA 3% / by the Venerable Master Hua
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I believe that many people already
know how Ullambana Day came
about. In order to help is mother
leave the suffering of the hells, the
Venerable = Mahamaudgalyayana
asked the Buddha to think of a
method that would enable his
mother to leave suffering and attain
bliss. Because his mother’s evil
karma was very heavy, the
Buddha said: “Your mother’s
karma is deeply rooted, you
alone cannot do anything. Only
the power of the Sangha will be
able to help her.” This was the
origin of Ullambana.

The meaning of Ullambana
is to “save those who are hanging
upside-down,” to save these people
from their suffering. Where does
“hanging upside-down” come
from? It comes from our inverted
knowledge and views. If we did
not have inverted knowledge and
views, our physical bodies would
not undergo such suffering.

In the Ullambana Sutra,
the Buddha said that the
karma of the Venerable
Mahamaudgalyayana’s mother
was deeply rooted. How was it
deeply rooted? When the Venerable
Master was explaining the FEarth
Store Sutra, he once said that the
Venerable
was Earth Store Bodhisattva. In

the Earth Store Sutra, there was a

Mahamaudgalyayana

story about a Brahman woman
whose mother fell into the hells
after she died. The Brahman

woman thought of every method
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possible to save her mother; she
said, “My mother had deviant
views and slandered the Triple
Jewel.” Not only did her mother
have deviant views, she also mocked
and slandered the Triple Jewel, and
so fell into the hells after she died. In
story, the Venerable
Mahamaudgalyayana’s

another
mother
loved to eat fish eggs when she
was alive, killing countless lives.
Because of such karmic offenses,
she fell into the hells.

Therefore, our knowledge
and views are very important,
because our views, opinions,
and thoughts will develop into
actions. From our actions, the
endless cycle of becoming
confused, creating karma, and
undergoing retribution comes into
existence. Having confusion means
that you do not understand and are
confused about the truth. Then,
you create karma, which is a form
of action, and undergo retribution
according to the karma that you
have created. This cycle never
ends. How we develop and
nurture our proper knowledge
and views is crucial.

In the poem “Praise of the
Sangha,” Emperor Shunzhi of the
Qing Dynasty wrote: “I was
originally a left-home person of
the West. How did I fall into the
house of nobility?” He sadly said,
“I was originally a monastic. Why
did I fall into the house of nobility?
I have spent the past eighteen years
worrying about my country, my

people, and the state of the

world. I do not have even a single
day of peace.” The verse continues:
“If only I did not have that one
thought of ignorance”: this means
that in the past, when he was a
left-home person, he had a thought
that went out of line. Perhaps he
thought, “Being an emperor isn’t
too bad,” and because of the
blessings he had accumulated
from his cultivation as a monastic,
he became an emperor in his next
life. The Venerable Master once
said that there were two national
leaders who were both monastics
in their past lives. Because of the
blessings they had accumulated
in the past, they were leaders of
countries in this life, but due to
mutual conflict that had occurred
when they were on the causal
ground, in this retribution, they
were enemies.

The Venerable Master
once said that when we cultivate,
we must pay great attention to
virtue. Only with virtue will our
cultivation be successful and
correct; only with virtue can we
use our cultivation to help the
world. Where does virtue come
from? It begins in the mind, for
our thoughts mold our knowledge
and views. If our knowledge
and views are incorrect, we
cannot accumulate virtue. For
instance, since the Venerable
Mahamaudgalyayana’s  mother
had deviant
views, she slandered and mocked
the Triple Jewel. Why did she
slander the Triple Jewel? Because

knowledge and

7



she did not understand the truth.
She neither believed everyone
has the pure inherent nature nor
believed in the existence of the
Buddha, the Dharma, and the
Sangha. Speaking of the Triple
Jewel of the Buddha, Dharma,
and Sangha, we are also replete
with the Triple Jewel of the
inherent nature, which are the
essence, gi, and energy of the
body. The reason monastics lead
a celibate life and do not marry is
to retain essence, gi, and energy.
When the Triple Jewel of the
inherent nature is perfect, then
Buddhahood is attained as well.
The Buddha is the enlightened
one, for he enlightens himself and
enlightens others, and his practice
of enlightenment is perfect. He

has perfected enlightenment in
these three ways. The Buddha
began as an ordinary person,
just like us, but he perfected his
cultivation and so became a
Buddha. We should also believe
that we have the innate ability to
Buddhahood. In his
manifestation of the process of

attain

leaving the home life, attaining
fruition, and attaining the way,
the Buddha was serving as a
role model and telling us that we
can be like him too. Because the
Venerable Mahamaudgalyayana’s
mother did not believe all of the
above, she slandered the Triple
Jewel; we can also say that
she did not believe that she
had the potential for attaining

Buddhahood. Consequently,

because of her inverted knowledge
and views, she did many wrong
things, and fell into the hells
afterwards.

The story of the Venerable
Mahamaudgalyayana’s  mother
should serve as a moral for us, for
it is speaking the Dharma. On
this Ullambana Dharma assembly
today, I hope that we not only
be able to save our parents and
ancestors of past, present, and
future, and our elders and teachers
who are hanging upside-down, we
will also be able to save ourselves
from the same predicament. In
order to do so, we must begin
from the mind, for we must first
have correct knowledge and
views, and proper action will
follow.
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Everything is easy to deal with, But a bad temper's hard to change.

If you can truly not get angry, You have a priceless jewel.

If you can further hold no grudges against others, Everything will turn out well.
If afflictions never arise, Where can offenses be found?

If you always look for others' faults, Your own suffering has not come to an end.

—'g LA #% / by the Venerable Master Hua
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The Basic Responsibility of a Buddhist

— Talk given by the Venerable Master Hua

V- » hen people come together,

it is because they have affinities with
one another. We should never get
mad at or scold others. That's the
worst kind of behavior. I hope
everyone will behave like a refined
person and will discipline him or
herself.

Among the six perfections,
patience is the most important. If
we can perfect our patience, we
will succeed in our cultivation.
A cultivator should never lose
his temper; he should be able to
endure all

things. Everyone,

please remember the saying:
"The fire of ignorance can burn
down a forest of merit and virtue."

One of my disciples
asked to repent today. Since his
mistake is not a grave one, I told
him it would be enough for him
to correct the error; there is no
need to repent before the assembly.
The ancients said,

Ordinary people aren't sages;
How could they not make
mistakes?

There is no greater goodness
Than to be able to correct one's
mistakes.

If you know you have
done wrong, just make sure you
don't repeat the mistake in the
future. It's said, "If one can correct

the mistake, it will vanish." Even
great offenses can be eradicated
with repentance. It is only to be
feared that you will insist that
you are right, even though you
know you are wrong. That would
be totally wrong.

I am speaking to the
whole group, not to anyone in
particular. If you are in this kind
of situation, you should correct it
right away. If there is any way in
which you don't treat people
well, then you should correct it
immediately.

We have come here
because of the wholesome affinities
we have planted in the past. Without
such affinities, we wouldn't be
able to get together. You should
understand this. As Buddhists,
we should pay close attention to
affinities. It's said, "Where there
are affinities, people will come
from a thousand miles away to
meet one another. Where there
are no affinities, people won't get
acquainted with each other even
when meeting face to face."
These two sentences make a lot
of sense.

We live in the City of
Ten Thousand Buddhas together,
and we should respect and help each
other. Don't just be a bystander,

10

who watches what is happening
and drops sarcastic remarks, but
doesn't get involved. We should
Bodhisattva
When living beings are in dire

learn the spirit.
straits, it is as if we ourselves
were in trouble. We should find a
way to rescue living beings from
the sea of suffering. This is the
basic responsibility of a Buddhist.
We shouldn't gloat over other
people's misfortunes. This is
what I expect from all of you. |
hope you all have the hearts of
Bodhisattvas and are willing to
sacrifice yourselves for other
people.

Our every thought should
be directed towards helping
Buddhism and propagating the
Dharma. We should be true
Buddhists and do everything we
can for the sake of Buddhism, not
fearing suffering or difficulty,
and doing our best to protect the
Way-place. One who establishes
merit and teachings in Buddhism is
a true disciple of the Buddha. We
must be fearless and resourceful,
and win every battle. Don't be
defeated as soon as you reach
the battlefield, unable to meet
challenges. If you can face tests,

you're not far from the Way.
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GoLD SAGE MONASTERY ANNOUNCEMENT OF DHARMA ASSEMBLIES

- ] f}}if [FI*J Buddhist Events in October, 2013

10/ 13, 27 (8:00 AM ~ 9:00 AM) ﬁf}%ﬂﬂﬁﬁ The Shurangama Mantra Recitation

A H TR 7 (8:15AM ~4:000M )

10/6
! Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation
Sunday 10/ 13,27 %%; D L[@/%?Q F[EJ%E%B%‘ ( 9:00AM ~11:00AM )

Lecture on The Four Kinds of Clear Instruction on Purity

Celebration of Guan Yin Bodhisattva’'s Leaving Home-Life

ZFI pm A %'?Great Compassion Repentance

L |

Celebration of Guan Yin Bodhisattva’'s Leaving Home-Life 10/20
SRR R A o 10 F17 PR - A

GSM will arrange bus tour for same-day travel. Please sign up before October, 17

fl G b
TTB)

- Flin HEI*J Buddhist Events in November, 2013 [ 1] Date i %T
B[] 212H 5 Medicine Master Buddha's Birthday 1172 5+ 8:30AM
:%:FFJ 222477 Elders’ Dharma Study Group 11/2 i 752:00 PM ~ 4:30 PM
AL X F’-ﬁ Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation 11/3 JE! 8:15AM ~4:00PM
1 EE S 0 U SR I Sy ik =
PR A D 5T Pl 11/10,17 31 9am~11am | £ 0T
Lecture on The Four Kinds of Clear Instruction on Purity (GSM)
11/24 ~ Dec. 1
[ £rr 9
E T i [fThe Jeweled Repentance of Emperor Liang 8:15AM~4:30PM
A EJ%J;_FK?& Transmission of the Eight-fold Precepts 11/29 #H=+ 7:00AM

J\%F[‘%d?fﬁ' Great Compassion Repentance ZF1 (Everyday ) 1 pm
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Dharma Realm Buddhist Association

Gold Sage Monastery
11455 Clayton Road, San Jose, CA 95127
Tel : (408) 923-7243 / Fax: (408) 923-1064

FER B g MUt www.drbaorg
website: http://drbachinese.org/branch/GSM
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The Jeweled Repentance of Emperor Liang
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Transmission Refuge with the Eight-fold Precepts: 6:30 am on November 29 (Friday)

Gold Sage Monastery will be conducting The Jeweled Repentance of Emperor Liang
from November 24 to Dec 1, 2013 (8:15 am—4:30 pm everyday )

The faithful can thus repent their karmic obstacles, benefit the living and
the underworld, So that they leave suffering and attain bliss.
Setting up Plaques for Lengthening Life and for the Rebirth is available.




