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Cultivators should take care not to indulge in idle thoughts.

Idle thoughts are stumbling blocks for cultivators.
The states that come to test you correspond to your idle thoughts.

— BX LARK
Talk given by the Venerable Master Hua
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No fighting, no greed, no seeking, no selfishness, no pursuing personal advantage, and no lying.
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ACTIVATING OUR INTUITIVE WISDOM AND ABILITY
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Talk given by the Venerable Master Hua
A BT '3 / English Translation by Huali Yuan
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Activating intuitive wisdom

and ability, is an unprecedented-
method for lecturing on sutra, but
it may not be unrepeatable. Using
this method, everyone can express
his personal insights, voice what is
in his heart and reveal his
wisdom. I have listened to so
many of you speaking so many
dharma, I cannot say I benefit
tremendously, but not little
also. More than ten years ago, my
role was a teacher and I lectured
on sutras and spoke dharma to
you every day; But now [ am a
student, only a beginning student,
and I learn from all of you, this is
I used to be
teacher but now [ am a student.

inconceivable!

If I had put on a face of being
a teacher, then I would not be
You should
pay attention to this point

able to to do so.

If none of you come out to
lecture on Dharma, 1 will bow to
you, if you still do not come out,
I will keep kneeling down. Now
many of you are actively lecturing
on sutra, this is not something
happening by an overnight effort.
I am listening to your lecture, and
it is like I taste the dharma flavor
of sweet dew and I am full of
dharma joy. Today every one’s
lecture has your own strength
and shortcomings, you should
learn from each other’s strength
to make up your weakness, this
is a method of complementing
each other to be equal. If you feel
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what you spoke is
reasonable, you
should
yourself to make more

encourage
progress; If your
talk is not as good
as others, you may
take the strengths of
others to make up
your own weaknesses, this the
uplifting spirit for learning.

Never be complacent, boastful
or proud, otherwise, you set up
obstacles to on the Way, so you
should benefit extensively from
collective thought, take everyone’s
wisdom as your wisdom, and take
everyone's insights as your own
insight. The fact that one person
can hear so many people sharing
their own inherent wisdom, is a
method unprecedented in ancient
and in present, but not sure about
the future.

In addition, talking about
requesting Dharma, originally
wherever for a Dharma lecture to
be given, someone should request
the Dharma. However nowadays,
most people only know to lecture
on Dharma, but do not know about
requesting Dharma. Right now in

CTTB, we revive requesting
dharma, and recover the Buddha’s
tradition.

When we investigate

Buddha-dharma, we should strive
for excellence and make progress
every day. We should not retreat
upon seeing difficulty, this way, we
will never get to understand Bud-

dha-dharma. Therefore everyone
has the opportunity to lecture on
sutras, everyone has the opportunity

to speak what is fair. Speaking what
is fair do not need mutually flatter,
or tout each other, otherwise, we
won’t understand the true meaning
of the Buddha-dharma. Here we
are being honest, we speak the
truth, talk about the truth, but we
should make it concise, instead of
getting fancy or digressing. Simply
making clear the true meaning of
the sutra is enough.

After everybody finishes
giving lecture, both the man side
and woman side should have
someone come out to do overall
critics. This kind of critics is not
malicious, but it is well-intentioned
and constructive comment. No
matter who is incorrect in the
lecture, you can point out and
correct it. This is a process of
improving together by correcting
each other’s wrong views, because
lookers-on see more than players .
But you should not toad others,
you should be straight to the
point.

If you think the critics is
not reasonable, you also can talk




about it. It is not arguing, but
sharply point out what is not right.
This way, you are able to get true
gold out of the great furnace. It is
like you are fighting your way out
of wood man lane in Shao Lin
Temple, you are developing
genuine Gung Fu, and if you fail,
you need start all over again. If
you success, you can sail your
boat freely in the world and
propagate Buddha-dharma. This
is a good method to get rid of the
mark of self. You should not feel
embarrassed that someone
criticizes you, or be afraid
that other

take it if you point out their

people cannot
shortcomings. Be true on top of
true, solid on top of solid, honest
on top of honest, never be mixed
up in ambiguity or be artificial.

I believe there never be
such a method of lecturing on
Such a
model specially starts in USA.

sutras since ancient.

USA is a democratic country,
therefore everyone should tell
the truth, bring forth sincerity to
Buddha-Dharma in
USA, speak truth wherever you

propagate

20. You should not be drowned
in the water or be burned in the
fire, or be harmed by knife or
gun. Never speak phony words,
never speak toady words, so that
others think good about you.
You should have such a spirit to
tell the truth: “I will tell the truth.
Even you kill me, it does not
matter, it is no big deal, I die
for what is worthy for dying.”

You should have such a spirit
to do critics; you should not
worry too much or fear too
much. Otherwise, you will not
understand Buddhadharma.
The decrease of dharma
wealth and extinguish of meritorious
virtue are all caused the mind, will
and consciousness. It is the mind,
will and that consciousness killed
you. Therefore mind is dismissed
in Chan. Therefore, one who
meditates do not use mind, will or
consciousness, one has no thinking,

no conceiving, but constantly

works on “who is mindful of the
Buddha”. This is to go back to the

origins and to fathom the source,

to find out the original source of
spring and how it is originally
like. “It becomes efficacious
when one is single-minded”, if
one focuses to the ultimate
point, one will penetrate suddenly,
and thus realize awaking and great
wisdom.

Nowadays common people
pretend they are enlightened or
they ask others to certify that they
are awakened. Because everyone
thinks awaking is something good,
and as cultivators, they still cannot
forget that this is a good title. If it
was said that people became a dog
after awaking, they would not say

6

that they were enlightened. Whoever
claims himself enlightened is
extremely ignorant. Why advertise
yourself by telling others? What is
that for? This is scheming
for conditions, and hitting and
beating drum for yourself
(getting attention of others). If
you really understand, you must not
work on fame and benefit, or be
selfish or self-benefiting. Everyone
should strike up your spirit to work
for Buddhism, instead of fearing
this, fearing that, or fearing a falling
leave crash your head.

Lecturing on sutra should
be concise, not wordy. What you
speak must be relevant with the
meaning of the sutra. You must
not bring notes with you when
you talk. When drawing lots,
whoever is being drawn must
come up and give lecture, you
should not excuse yourself,
otherwise, it is against the order
of Dharma, and it is not respectful
to the Dharma. Whoever being
drew must come up and talk; this is a
kind of heavenly order. If you do not
give lecture, it is against the public
order. No matter who you are, you
cannot say I do not give talk
today. If you have such behavior,
no matter how well you lectured,
you will not be graded. You come
out to talk even without any
preparation, this count. It does
not count if you give talks after
preparation. You will also be not
graded if you have a paper with
you when giving talks. Why?
Because you are not following

WERE £211H 2013F11 8



the rule by just reading along
what is on the paper, this is
cheating people and messing
around. Because you did not
attentively listen, you need paper
with you. We are not doing open
book test.

If you know the content of
your lecture, then you talk about
what you have known; If you do
not know, you cannot say you
know, you should not pretend. If
you yourself do not know what it
is really about, why talk about
the esoteric and the wondrous? If
you swallow dates whole ( lap up
information without digesting it),
what is the real value of talking
about that? Therefore, you should
have genuine understanding and
sharp insight, you should not gild
the lily.

This method of sutra-lecturing
is to allow every one use his own
inherent wisdom. When someone
on the man side is giving lecture,
the next person should sit under
the dais and wait for his turn. So
does the woman side, this way,
you won’t give rise to false
thinking: whose turn is next? If
you come out in advance to wait,
then the assembly will be assured,
and you also can take this opportunity
to quiet down and get ready for the
lecture. Although not everyone is
guessing: who is the next turn?
Some of you do be anxious. “Much
about nothing” Originally noth-
ing is going on, but people al-
ways try to find something to do,
therefore they get deeply attached
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to whatever situation they meet.
Originally, the method of
lecturing sutra is very natural.
Wise ones see what is wise,
benevolent ones see what is
benevolent, one has deep
insights see what is deep,
one has shallow insights will
see what is shallow, everyone
has his own strength, and the
principles every one lectured
are different. We put them all
together in one furnace to forge
collect the
assembly’s wisdom to benefit

them, and we

extensively. This way, those who

have no wisdom will have wisdom.

Why? Because the opportunities
for them are many, then this way
they gradually develop wisdom.
Here we take each other’s
strength to make up weaknesses
according to logic and truth, so
quickly we are able to deeply enter
the sutra treasury and have wisdom
like a sea. Since we have sea of

wisdom, then we can immediately

solve any problems we encounter.

We instantly gain understanding in
the same way a mirror clearly
reflecting. When things arise,
we respond, after they are gone,
we return to stillness. This is very
important in terms of investigating
Buddhadharma.

One more thing, when you
practicing speaking on stage, you
should get rid of the oral Zen,
Slang, or other indecent small
moves. Here on one hand is to
learn to lecture on sutras, on the
other hand, you are learning

the propriety and deportment
in delivering public speech. 1
can see everyone is improving
day by day, and gradually moves
onto the right track. In addition,
people who do not speak Chinese
will certainly require speaking in
Non-English
must speak in English. There are a

Chinese; speakers
lot of Westerners here, they
did not know how to speak
Mandarin in the past, but now
they are demanded into mastering
it. I have a disciple whose favorite
food is candy, but he would rather
not eat candy, but to learn to
speak Chinese. Now he can
speak. In here, Westerners should
speak Mandarin, Chinese people
should speak English, so oriental
and western language exchange
and intermingle with each other. At
minimum, you should understand
two languages. If you can continue
to learn a little more, such as
Spanish, French, German, Italian,
then in the future it is very
convenient for you to propagate
Buddhism in foreign countries.
Do not ignore this point. |
am ashamed that because I do
not understand the languages
of other countries, and I were as
if deaf when I went to Indonesia
recently without understanding
Indonesian language. You are
young people, and now you are
provided a chance to practice,
then in the future, you are worthy of
becoming the pillars of Buddhism.
This is my expectation for you.




1242

Presents

F{4$Me) REREFTELH

ABEELEKK
FERHB LA E R Y -

GNE YR R REY S LG
— BEFTETL EFFHEh LiFLEA -1 BT

Feat &
= z‘k E‘ﬁﬁl\\v

“Universal Door Chapter tells the story of Avalokitesvara Bodhisattva’s merit and virtue
and wonderful functions. | urge you to bring Avalokitesvara Bodhisattva home with you.
This is a very important and wonderful present from the temple, please do take it home.”

Said Dharma Master Yun at Honoring Elders’ Day.
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This year, Honoring

Elders’ Day at GSM was held
on September 29" Five
bhikkhus from CTTB led the
recitation of the Universal
Door Chapter. Upon conclusion,
Dharma Master Heng Yun gave
the welcoming remarks. She
mentioned, first of all, the various
preparations by the Dharma Masters
and the lay people to make this event
possible. For example: the pickup
and drop-off services, packing the
presents, food preparations, getting
books ready for free circulation —
all this expresses “welcome”.
Besides that, the temple gave
a very meaningful and important
gift — the gift of reciting the Universal
Door Chapter of Avalokitesvara
Bodhisattva. She said that there is
a “Avalokitesvara” in the heart of
every one of us. We are like
“Avalokitesvara” when we are kind
and wise; we are not when we lose
temper. She encouraged us to be
pleasant and kind everyday; to
be mindful of Avalokitesvara
Bodhisattva at every moment;
and to put this into action. She
urged us to be in frequent contact
with Avalokitesvara Bodhisattva so
as to develop deep affinity. That
way, one day we will become
“Avalokitesvara”.

In the majestic Buddha
hall, the elders sat and listened to
the talks given by the joyous
Dharma Master Jin Fan — it was a

very heartfelt moment. This was




his third appearance in the GSM
Elders’ Day. The celebration
reminded him of his 90-year
old mother in Taiwan. He said,
“However old the parents are,
they think of their children. As
mentioned in the “Sutra about
the Deep Kindness of Parents
and the Difficulty in Repaying
it : “The 100-year old mother
worries about her 80-year child.”
She worries if her child dresses
warm enough and if her child
is happy or not. This is human
nature.” He  further  said,
“Parents are our Avalokitesvara
Bodhisattva at home. The
Universal Door Chapter just
recited tells us that sincere
and true faith in Avalokitesvara
Bodhisattva will help us come
across perils.” When reciting
Avalokitesvara Bodhisattva, we
will receive responses only with
complete faith.

o

As with prior years, there
were performances during lunch
time. The first performance, Shu
Lai Bao for the Health of Body
and Mind, was given by Baozhu
Wu, teacher of the Sunday
school. Her deep and vigorous
voice made the elders forget the
delicacies on their plates. Even the
service volunteers paused to watch
her performance, which won warm
applause. Allen Huang who came
to help from San Francisco sang
three favorite old songs,
“Looking for plum blossoms
in the snow”, “Country
Roads”, as well as “A
Small Town Story”. His
performances were warmly
received. Patticipants of the
Elders’ Study

Group, led
by  Ms.
Meihua,

performed
three songs.
Ages sixties
through

nineties,

their diligent efforts were truly
moving! “The Silver Pagoda
and the Gold Pagoda”, a story
rewritten by Mr. Fang Zhiqin,
was played by both the former
and current students of the
Sunday school. The kids’ lively
performance was highly praised.
After
performances, the elders were eager
to hit the Q&A raffle session — not
only for the prizes but also for the joy

watching the

of giving the right answer. Every
year at this moment, the touching
feeling of gratitude arises in my
heart. Who would have thought
of such a way to enlighten elderly
people, which deepened the
meaning of this day? I believe
that Venerable Master Hua
was looking over all of us
with delight.

The Honoring Elders’Day
concluded amid blessings from
the Dharma Masters. All elders,
carrying presents respectfully
prepared in the temple, headed
home with great satisfaction.
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GoLD SAGE MONASTERY ANNOUNCEMENT OF DHARMA ASSEMBLIES

- - E| I,}ﬁf [ F{*J Buddhist Events in November, 2013

11/10, 17 (8:00 AM ~ 9:00 AM) %E%{@iifﬁ The Shurangama Mantra Recitation

11/3

A H TR 67 (8:15AM ~4:00pM )
Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation

Al /10,17 | RSP ETERPRAG A (

9:00AM ~11:00AM )

Sunday Lecture on The Four Kinds of Clear Instruction on Purity

1124 ~12/1 I

THEE G ( 8:15AM~4:30PM )
The Jeweled Repentance of Emperor Liang

e 11/29 "R (Starting from 7am)
- Transmission of the Eight-fold Precepts
el 11/2 %Tﬂﬁﬁﬁf PIZHFE TFEBEA [ ( starting from 8:30Am )

Celebration of Medicine Master Buddha'’s Birthday

=1 pm R ﬁF%gGreat Compassion Repentance

-+ = K] f}]‘if iF7 Buddhist Events in December, 2013

FIH Date

[

12/ 1 #EF' 8:15AM ~4:30PM

R EIETERE €1 The Jeweled Repentance of Emperor Liang
=+ F

12/ 7 4+ 2:00 PM ~ 4:30 PM

12/ 8 yHF! 8:15AM ~4:00rM

£
e g iR bﬁ The Shurangama Mantra Recitation 12 /22 J5F18:15AM~10:50AM (GSM)
g’j{, iihrﬁ Gwan Yin Dharma Assembly 12/29 Y& [ 18:15AM~10:50AM
J\%F[%di“ﬁ Great Compassion Repentance I (Everyday ) 1 pm
Bl g {2 T gk rﬁ Celebration of Amitabha Buddha’s Birthday
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Gold Sage Monastery will arrange bus tour for same-day travel.
Please sign up early.
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New GSM website
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Please check: http://drbagsm.org.
All comments and suggestions are appreciated!

The new GSM website has been accomplished, and will be online on Nov. 10




