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No fighting, no greed, no seeking, no selﬁshness no pursuing personal advantage, and no lying.
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True Science Is Just Buddhism

F e L L R RNl a2 =B Eod
A lecture by the Venerable Master Taiwan Institute of Industrial Technology on January 10, 1993
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Since I never studied science or philosophy, I am
an outsider to these subjects. You are really giving
me a difficult task by asking me to speak on these
subjects. Nevertheless, I will say a few unscientific
and unphilosophical words. What is science? What
is philosophy? These two terms are very abstract.
Science deals with wisdom, and philosophy deals
with reason. As for wisdom and reason, there is
no progress and no retreat in them. They exist in
completion, with neither more in sages, nor less in
ordinary people.

Since I never studied science or philosophy, I
am an outsider to these subjects. You are really
giving me a difficult task by asking me to speak
on these subjects. Nevertheless, I will say a few
unscientific and unphilosophical words. What is
science? What is philosophy? These two terms are
very abstract. Science deals with wisdom, and
philosophy deals with reason. As for wisdom and
reason, there is no progress and no retreat in them.
They exist in completion, with neither more in sages,
nor less in ordinary people.

What is the study of wisdom? It refers to the
wisdom in the threefold study of precepts, concentration,
and wisdom. If you want to have real wisdom, you
must first have concentration. With concentration
you can distinguish true dharmas from false dharmas
and good dharmas from bad dharmas. To obtain
concentration, you must first observe the precepts.
What are the precepts? The precepts guard against
wrongdoing. We should follow the saying: “Do no evil,
practice all good, and purify your own mind. That is the
teaching of the Buddhas.” This is considered wisdom.
You say, “Everyone understands the principle of doing
no evil. How can that be wisdom?” “Anyone can
understand the principle of practicing only good.
How is that wisdom?” If you can do no evil, then
you have the power of the precepts. If you practice
only good, then you have the power of wisdom.
Once you have the power of precepts, the power of
samadhi arises. The power of concentration can
regulate the power of wisdom, the nature of the

wisdom.

I am an outsider to science, but I will say a few
“professional” words. Science is limitless and
inexhaustible. Five hundred years ago, people already
understood science. For example, in China over three
thousand years ago, there were already people
who understood science. Xian Yan, the Yellow
Emperor, invented the compass four or five thousand
years ago, and it is still being used today to tell direction in
both the East and the West. Such things are the products of
science. Very early on in Chinese science, before the
Zhou Dynasty, they had cannons and gunpowder,
but they didn’t use them in warfare. They would just
set off the cannons a few times to celebrate important
occasions. Science was already developing in China
then, and by the time of Mocius, the plane was already
invented. Instead of calling it a plane (“flying
machine” in Chinese), they called it a “flying
goose.”

Although the Chinese people like to study,
they do not try to deepen their understanding. They
invent something, but do not investigate it deeply, so
after a long time, it is forgotten. There is historical
evidence for this. In the Han Dynasty [206 b.c. to a.
d. 24], Zhuge Liang [a brilliant military strategist]
built wooden horses and oxen that could transport
food and supplies for the army without needing to eat
hay or grain or to sleep. Although that technology has
now been lost, it was also a scientific development.

In speaking of science, we must realize
that the scientific research of five hundred years ago
defined science a certain way, but that definition
has changed after five hundred years. What was
considered a scientific invention in the past is no
longer used now. So the principles are endless
and inexhaustible, and when we say there is progress,
it does not mean that we invent something new. Even
when there is no progress, the principle is always there.
It is just that our wisdom and intelligence may not
have reached that kind of state, and so we are
unaware of that kind of science.

Computers are also a result of science, but
nowadays everyone is infatuated with computers,
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and many are using them to make money. If you
understand computers, you can make a lot of
money, but if you don’t, you might lose your job.
Over ten years ago, | said that the computer
[“electronic brain” in Chinese] cannot beat the
“spiritual brain” which runs not on electricity, but on
our own wisdom. If you have wisdom, then you can
resolve any problem right away. Fools who lack
wisdom cannot learn anything well. Each one of
us has a spiritual brain. We don’t need to go out and
buy one. If we know how to use our spiritual brain,
then it can surpass the electronic brain—the computer.
However, those who study science today don’t know
about the spiritual brain, which is inherent in their
own nature and need not be sought outside.

Philosophy deals with reason, with the study of
what is logical and what is not. The more people
study this kind of knowledge, the more muddled
they become, until they grow old and die without
having reached any conclusion in their studies.
When they are reborn as people in their next life, they
will have forgotten everything they studied previously
and will have to start all over again. Science and
philosophy exist by themselves, and there is no
such thing as their progress or decline. Progress and
decline are just discriminations that we make. As all
of you scientiests can tell, I am just speaking the
words of an outsider.

What is true science? Not fighting is science; not
being greedy is science; seeking nothing is science;
being unselfish is true science; not pursuing personal
profit is true philosophy, and so is not lying. If you
have these six faults, then no matter how much research
you do, you are just circling around on the surface. The
more you study, the more muddled you get, and you
will never get a handle on it. It never ends, but just
goes on and on. Wouldn’t it be better for us to return
to the source and improve our spiritual brains? Then,
without making a move, we would understand the
universe. Nothing would be beyond our knowledge.
As it is said, “one suddenly penetrates everything
and understands all the inner and outer, coarse and
fine aspects of the myriad phenomena, as well as the

overall great functioning of one’s mind.” If you can
truly cultivate precepts, concentration and wisdom,
they are the fundamentals of science and philosophy.
I’'m afraid we have neglected them and paid no attention
to them. We are just spinning in circles, round and
round, unable to find a way out. In studying science and
philosophy, we should first thoroughly investigate the
science and philosophy of our own selves. If you
study what is outside, without first understanding
your own problems, then no matter how much
money and effort you expend in your research, it will
come to nothing. This is because you are abandoning
the root to pursue the branch tips. You are looking
outside instead of applying effort internally, in the
mind. If you search for and study the Dharma external
to your mind, what you find will not be the real thing.

I am sure some people are objecting, “What
you are saying is totally absurd. We’ve never heard
anyone say that science and philosophy should be
based on precepts, concentration, and wisdom.
Precepts, concentration, and wisdom are the business of
monks—what do they have to do with science and
philosophy?” It is just because you haven’t found
the root that you think they are the business of
monks. Actually, monks are just people, and it is
people who become monks. It is said, “People’s
minds are all the same, and all minds follow the
same principle.” You shouldn’t think what I said is a
big deal. The true science is just Buddhism.
Buddhism encompasses the myriad things, and
there is no field of study which goes beyond
Buddhism. Therefore, if you want to study widely,
you should first investigate the Buddhadharma. Once
you understand the Buddhadharma, it will be easy to
study science and philosophy, because you will have
great wisdom, and all problems will be solved as
soon as they arise.

If what I have said makes sense, you can try it
out. If it doesn’t make sense, then I have wasted
everyone’s time, and you should forget it.
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Dharma Realm Buddhist University

Liberal Education

In the Buddhist Tradition
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LIBERAL EDUCATION

Dharma Realm Buddhist University is a small
private school dedicated to liberal education in
the broad Buddhist tradition—a tradition characterized
by knowledge in the arts and sciences, self-cultivation,
and the pursuit of wisdom. DRBU aims at educating
the whole person and thus strives to nurture individuals
who see learning as a lifelong endeavor in the pursuit of
knowledge, self-understanding, and the creative and
beneficial application of that learning to every
sphere of life.

DRBU is guided and informed by enduring hallmarks
of a liberal arts education from both East and West,
which holds self-knowledge rooted in virtue as its
basis, insight and goodness as its outcomes, and
benefiting others as its application. The university’s
pedagogical aim is thus two-fold: to convey

knowledge and to activate an intrinsic wisdom

possessed by all individuals. Such learning goes to
the heart of a liberal education. It makes one free in
the deepest sense, as it is a liberation born of disciplined
self-mastery rather than from desires unrestrained, and
it opens up the opportunity to pursue the highest goals
of human existence.

The foundational culture of the liberal arts instills a
breadth of learning that fosters sharp analysis, sound
judgment, and informed choices—essential qualities
for becoming active, reflective, and responsible
citizens of the world. It opens the mind and touch
the spirit. While grounded in classical ideas, a liberal
education fosters students who are at the same time
acutely alive to and engaged with modern life.
They bring a nimble responsiveness to shifting
possibilities in an ever-changing and increasingly
complex world. DRBU offers a classical education

for a contemporary world.
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CLASSICS CURRICULUM

At DRBU deep engagement with primary texts from
both East and West and an integrated approach to
learning constitutes the core curriculum. The seminal
and abiding works of both provide a solid foundation
for understanding the ideas, values, and ethos that
govern contemporary life and shape the interconnected
world in which we live. What have come to be known
as the “classics” represent humanity’s rich legacy of
thought, debate, and insight into the abiding issues
that confront humankind.

The seminal texts of both Eastern and Westemn traditions
continue to shed light on the persisting inquiries,
challenges, and possibilities of human existence.
They come embedded with sophisticated methods
of deep questioning, testing, and affirming. The
highest inspirations and cautionary limitations of
the human condition find their clearest and most
thoughtful expression in these enduring works.
Because they are both timeless and timely, when engaged
deeply through close reading, genuine discourse,
and embodiment, they tap into deeper sources that
stimulate fresh insights into our contemporary
problems and into ourselves. They are a bedrock that
can provide students with a strong foundation for
lifelong learning, discovery, and leadership.

At DRBU, classical texts are studied in integrated
curricula that weave together multiple curricular
strands. The DRBU BA and MA programs are
integrated in that their curricular strands are not
stand-alone modules each advancing a compartmentalized
area of study, but are intertwined threads (or ‘strands’) of
a tightly woven fabric that as a whole results in a unified
and requisite set of knowledge and intellectual skills.
Therefore, each DRBU program has an all-required
and sequentially-built curriculum. These characteristics
invite students and professors to reference all other
parts of the curriculum pertinent to discussions and

extend the circle of their conversations beyond the
classroom into other parts of their lives.

SHARED INQUIRY

The dialectical discussion-driven instruction method
at DRBU is designed to stimulate thought, foster
new ideas and insights, and create a living dialogue
between the students and the texts. Such an open give
and take allows students to reanimate classical texts
and creatively bring them into a modern context. It
is thus both an exercise in intellectual freedom as
well as a test to the claim that these works resonate
beyond borders of time and place.

The texts, curricular strands, writing, discussion,

supplementary lectures, laboratory materials,
contemplative exercises, and language tutorials
all center on arriving at one goal: the students’
knowing for and through themselves. The text,
teacher, and student form a triangular relationship of
inquiry where authority rests with not one exclusively

but through all in concert.

The ultimate goal of such inquiry is to develop men
and women who can stand on their own. By directly
wrestling with the texts and, by extension, their own
thoughts, feelings, and tendencies, they acquire a
hard-won confidence and clarity that serves as a
foundation for engaging life to its fullest. Amid all
the conflicting desires and complex issues they will
encounter, such individuals can undertake for themselves
to discern, decide, and act upon what is true to themselves

and responsible to others.

BACHELOR OF ARTS IN LIBERAL ARTS

STRAND UNITS
Buddhist Classics 24 units
Western Classics 24 units
Indian Classics 6 units
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Chinese Classics 12 units
Rhetoric and Writing 8 units
Language 18 units
Mathematics 12 units
Natural Science 12 units
Music 6 units
Capstone 6 units

MASTER OF ARTS IN BUDDHIST CLASSICS

STRAND UNITS
Buddhist Classics 18 units
Comparative Hermeneutics 6 units
Buddhist Hermeneutics 9 units
Language Tutorial 6-12 units

To learn more about the DRBU degree programs,

visit our website: www.drbu.org.

“Education is without beginning or end. ”
“There is not a single location that is not a place of
learning, and there is not a single moment that is not

a time for learning.”

VENERABLE MASTER HSUAN HUA,
FOUNDER OF DRBU
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.%waﬁ The Cherishing Youth Day

—AH=+=B28B/On Sunday, May 22,2016 —
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Gold Sage Monastery and Gold Mountain Monastery will hold the Cherishing Youth Day

on May 22,2016 from 8:30 amto 2 pm at Gold Sage Monastery.
We hope everyone will come. Please invite your friends Come and join us!
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GoOLD SAGE MONASTERY ANNOUNCEMENT OF DHARMA ASSEMBLIES

PYE]| p}iﬁﬁj Buddhist Events in April , 2016

4/10, 17 (8:00AM ~8:50AM ) ﬁﬁ@%ﬁﬂf?ﬁ The Shurangama Mantra Recitation
g : ~10:
Lecture on the Shurangama Sutra
T 4/3 S S (8:15AM ~ 4:00PM )
Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation
4/ 24 &?@l?ﬁﬁﬁ (8:15~10:50AM )
Great Compassion Gwan Yin Dharma Assembly
E1F pm *T’ﬁ%ﬁiﬁﬁ Great Compassion Repentance
T E] lﬁiﬁﬁl Buddhist Events in May, 2016 FIH] Date ] El![‘
By R Lecture on the Shurangama Sutra 5/1, 8 Y& [ 19:00AM~ 10:50AM
et PG 6 (A YA 5/14,15 3+ ~ [ 8:30am
Celebration of Shakyamuni Buddha’s Birthday
£

[P Cherishing Youth Day 5/22 FF18:30AM~ 2:00PM (GSM)
ﬁ%§§ The Shurangama Dharma Assembly 5/29 & FIHEEH8:15AM
*‘\Tﬂ?f{%ﬁf?ﬁ Great Compassion Repentance &1 (Everyday) 1 pm
LR % P PGk ’*FT (3ﬁ 4ar) 5/14 F'J Gl
Celebration of Shakyamuni Buddha’s Birthday Je (CTTB)
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Celebration of Shakyamuni Buddha’s Birthday

Py YIRS R

PYPIZRISRER T F o DA (IR ) SR P PR R

On May 14th The City of Ten Thousand Buddhas will celebrate the of Shakyamuni Buddha's
Birthday called “Bathing the Buddha Day.”

ST IR
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May 14, 15, Saturday & Sunday morning 8:30am at the Gold Sage Monastery there will be a
celebration event for Shakyamuni Buddha’s Birthday called “Bathing the Buddha day”
We welcome everyone to attend.
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