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Diligently cultivate precepts, samadhi, and wisdom.
Put to rest greed, anger, and delusion.

‘g A .3/ by Venerable Master Hua
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No fighting, no greed, no seeking, no selfishness, no pursuing personal advantage, and no lying.
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Earth Store Bodhisattva Appropriately Speaks
Dharma According to Potentials (1)
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Atalk given By Venerable Master Hua
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Earth Store Bodhisattva

explains the appropriate Dharma
for people. If you remember the
retributions for these cause and
effect, you will be able to
explain the Dharma for anyone
you encounter. You are then a
transformation of Earth Store
Bodhisattva; Earth Store
Bodhisattva is your partner to
your firm. So after listening to
the FEarth Store Sutra, we
understand the retribution in
cause and effect and should
avoid doing anything wrong.

The retribution of short
life spans

Were he to encounter
killers, Earth
Store Bodhisattva says to

would-be

them that short life spans
will be the retribution.He
explains that those who enjoy
killing in this lifetime will
experience many illnesses or
short lives in future lives.
How come their lives will be
short? Having taken lives in
the past so that the victims live
a short life; consequently, the
lives of killers will be short.

The retribution of poverty

and acute suffering
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To robbers and thieves,
Earth Store Bodhisattva says
that poverty and acute suffering
will be the retribution. What
does robbing and stealing
mean? Stealing means taking
without letting anyone see.
Robbing means taking someone
else’s belongings without their
knowing. When Earth Store
Bodhisattva encounters people
who like to steal and rob things,
what does he say to them? He
talks about the retribution of
poverty and acute suffering.
He explains that if you steal
people’s valuables now so
that they become poor, then
you will also become poor in
future lives. See all those poor
people who do not have anything
to eat or wear because they
experience retribution from
stealing  other  people’s
goods or money in past lives.
This is the reason why people
are poor now. The more you
steal, the poorer you become;
the more you are afraid of
having nothing, the more
likely you will have nothing.
Earth Store Bodhisattva tells
these people about the retribution
of poverty and acute suffering;
poverty is one of the worst

miseries.

The retribution of becoming

pigeons, mandarin ducks or
fowls

If he were to meet
people who enjoy sexual
misconduct, which refers to
wrong and temporary pleasures
between non-official couples —
not between those officially
married couples (although it
would be best to reduce sexual
activity between  officially
married couples too). Do not
think that one can be casual
and that the act is not an offense
if it is with one’s official
partner; sexual activity deludes
people. The more sexual activity,
the more deluded we are so
that we do not have a light

about us.

Why is there a light
about you? There is a light
about you because you do not
engage in sexual activity,
which leads to real wisdom.
Engaging in sexual misconduct,
improper sexual activity
between men and women, is a
transgression of the precepts.
What retribution does he  tell
these people? He explains the
retribution of becoming pigeons
or mandarin ducks, fowls in

future lives.

Sparrows and pigeons
are very licentious. Pigeons
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will give birth to a nest full of
little
procreate with males on top of

pigeons. Most fowls

females; pigeons are different
in that females are on top.
They are so licentious that
they give birth to a nest full
of little pigeons. Mandarin
drakes or ducks are very
emotional. Males and females
are together whether they are
on land or in the air; they are
inseparable. Although these
fowls are considered free, it
is still bad because they are
animals. People who enjoy
sexual misconduct will be
reborn as sparrows, pigeons,
and mandarin drakes or
ducks, or the like.

The retribution of fighting

among relatives

To those who use
harsh speech or who enjoy
scolding others, including

divisive speech, frivolous
speech, and lies, he says that
quarreling families will be
the retribution. He tells them
that they will not get along
and will always quarrel with

their future retinues.

The retribution of being
mute or having cankerous

mouths

To those who slander
the Buddha, the Dharma, and
the Sangha, he, Earth Store
Bodhisattva, says that being
tongueless and having
cankerous mouths will be
the retribution. He says you
only speak nonsense in this
lifetime, slander individuals
and the Triple Jewel, ruining
the Triple Jewel, in your future
life, you will have no tongue
and be unable to speak. In
your future life, you will
always have sores on your
mouth. You will face the

retribution of incurable sores.

Why are people mutes? It is
because they slandered the
Triple Jewel. How come that
person has a lot of canker
sores on his mouth that never
quite heal? The reason why
miracle doctors cannot heal
him is because he slandered
the Triple Jewel in past lives;
hence he faces the retribution
of no tongue and canker sores
on the mouth.

The retribution of being

ugly or disabled

To the hateful who have
the biggest temper, who get
angry easily, and replete with

6

qualities typical of asuras, he
says that being ugly and
crippled will be the retribution.

When people get angry, they
get red in the face, thick in the
neck, and glare with their eyes,
then they do not look too good.
If they were that way, they
will be very ugly in future
lives. Why? Since they enjoy
being that way in past lives,
they will look especially ugly
in this lifetime. They may be
disabled, such as experiencing
inconveniences in urination or
crippled. This is a type of illness.
If you get upset often, you will
be ugly, disabled, and entangled
by numerous illnesses in future

lives.

The retribution of not
having fulfilled wishes

To the stingy who are
not willing to give even a coin,
turning and twisting that coin
so that it becomes liquid, they
are still unwilling to let it out
of their hand. Stingy people
are miserly and unwilling to
give, refusing to let go of the
money they grab on to. He,
Earth Store Bodhisattva, says
that not getting what they
seek will be the retribution.
They will not have any of their
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wish come true.

The retribution of hunger,
thirst and sick throat

To gluttons who want to
eat nonstop, eating repeatedly
without restraint, to people who
eat without constraint, they do
nothing but think about food
all day; they eat then sleep,
sleep then eat. Earth Store
Bodhisattva tells people who
do not restrain their food
intake, he says that hunger,
thirst and sicknesses of the
throat will be the retribution. Eat
repeatedly now and in future lives,
you will never be full. You
may not even get a drink of
water when you want it, why?
It is because your throat will
develop some sickness so that
it cannot swallow. You may
want to eat, but you cannot
swallow it, including water.
This is the retribution of hunger,
thirst and sickness of the throat.

The retribution of losing
life in fright and insanity

To hunters, he says
that a frightening insanity
that destroys one’s life will
be the retribution. Why do
hunters hunt? They think it
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1s fun. Here comes a deer, so
“bang!” They shoot it and the
deer lies there dead. They
only think, “Oh, see how my
shot is so precise! I shot it
dead with one bullet.” They
are pleased with themselves
for being so indulgent, unruly,
unrestrained, and can do what-

ever they want.

What should be said to
hunters who indulge in their
desires? Explain to them that
since you killed, in the future,
they will experience frightening
insanity in some accidental
death, such as a car accident,
plane crash, train wreck, bus
accident and others. If you
kill someone now, you will be
killed by a car in the future.
Explain this kind of cause and
effect to them and they may think,
“Oh, that is very dangerous.”
They will quit hunting.

The retribution of being
killed by natural disasters

To those who oppose
their parents by being unfilial,
beating, and scolding, he
says that being killed in
natural disasters will be the
retribution. You cannot be
unfilial to your parents because
the universe will destroy
you, such as death by a

thunderbolt,
tree knocked down

by a falling
in a
wind storm, or by a collapsing
house. These are retributions
of death due to natural disasters.
People who are not filial face
the retribution of being hit by a
thunderbolt, wind storm, or
rain that washes down your

house and crushes you.

The retribution of losing
life in confusion and
craziness

To arsonists who burn
mountains and forests because
wild
fires, he says that trying to

they enjoy setting
take their own lives in the
confusion of insanity will be
the retribution. Do not set fire
to burn down any mountain
because in future lives you
will go insane and die. Explain
these different retributions to
him. FEarth Store Bodhisattva
teaches living beings everywhere,
explaining the principle of cause
and effect.




A T8 A48

Why Do We Lose the True Way?
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The Classic of Eternal Purity and Stillness,
by the High Master Lao Zi, says:

Why do living beings fail to obtain the True Way?
Because they have false thoughts.

With false thoughts, the spirit is disturbed.
Once the spirit is disturbed,

1t attaches to external things.

Attaching to external things produces greed.
Greed leads to affliction.

Afflictions and false thinking in turn

Trouble and vex both body and mind.

Thus they meet with foul disgrace and

Wander in birth and death,

Constantly immersed in the sea of suffering and
Forever losing the True Way.

The true and everlasting Way is attained

By those who are awakened.

Those who awaken to the Way

Are eternally pure and calm.

When people work hard in their cultivation
yet don't have a response, it is because they are using
the false mind to seek what is lofty and distant. For
example, when people seek fame and profit, the
false mind is at work. The false mind disturbs the
intrinsic nature. It is like a pail of water gradually
becoming clear as the silt and sand sink to the
bottom. But when the water is stirred up, it becomes
turbid again. When we use our false mind, we
muddy the water of our intrinsic nature, and we are
unable to distinguish between true and false. We lack
Dharma-selecting vision and our wisdom doesn't
come forth. We become unclear just like that muddy
water.

When we become attached to external
things, everything gets all muddled and confused
and we can't find our way out. Our minds turn to
greed (because we think everything external is
real), and this greedy mind is the source of our
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afflictions. If we get what we seek, we are afflicted;
and if we don't get what we seek, we are still afflicted.
When the mind gets tangled up in afflictions and false
thoughts, it drowns in the muddy river of the evil
world of five turbidities, and cannot return to purity.
For that very reason we are born and we die; we die
and are then reborn. At birth we are unaware of how
we got here; when we die, we don't know the reason
for our death. Not only are we muddled at the time of
birth and death, we are muddled all during our lives,
and we never become clear. We have been wandering
in birth and death and have lost our true mind. Since the
true mind is lost, we fall into the sea of suffering and are
unable to get out. If we can understand this principle,
we can get enlightened. Then we won't be turned by
false states. Our wisdom will come forth, and we
won't be confused anymore.

The Shurangama Sutra says, "When the mad
mind stops, that very stopping is Bodhi." Why don't
we have any response in the Way? Because the mad
mind has not stopped. This mad mind is dissatisfied
with the way things are; it is insatiable; it is the mind
of love and hate. If we can put this mind to rest, then
we have wisdom; we have the enlightened Way, the
substance of the Buddha-nature. But in fact we have
ignored this principle. We wallow in our muddled
state, feeling perfectly at ease, and make no attempt to

escape from the bitter ocean of birth and death.
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Actually, if you understand this world,
everything would seem like a play. This is
the truth in life. Once you understand one
true principle, you will understand other
true principles. Most people do not know
how to really watch life’s drama unfold;
they only watch the content that includes
sadness and joy, separation and union, joy
and happiness, sadness and fear, love and
hate, and desire. People who see all this re-
alize that life is but illusion and transfor-

mation.

“All conditioned dharmas are but dreams,
illusions, bubbles and shadows. They are
like dew drops and lightning, contemplate
them thus.”

When the Buddha taught living beings he
was in the Samadhi of playfulness; he did
not treat this as a big deal. Unlike most of
us who are attached to this and that, left
and right, up and down. Not everything is
perfectly integrated and unobstructed; all
states are but illusory and unreal. We are
attached if this is not how we perceive

states.
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GoOLD SAGE MONASTERY ANNOUNCEMENT OF DHARMA ASSEMBLIES

Juk| p}iF if7 Buddhist Events in September , 2015

9/ 13 (8:00AM ~8:50AM ) @@%{@?ﬁkﬁ The Shurangama Mantra Recitation
9/13 RS (9:00aM ~10:50AM )
Lecture on the Shurangama Sutra
. o . ~).
Honoring Elders’ Day
9/27 AP EE S (8:15AM ~4:00PM )
Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation
. —~H T . ~d.
T 9/5 =TS =22~ (2:00PM ~4:30 PM )
Elders’ Dharma Study Group
T 9/11 %;%f[fﬁ RIHFOEE  (8:30AM ~10:00AM )
- Celebration of Earth Store Bodhisattva’s Birthday
) F1 pm *‘\?’ﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁ Great Compassion Repentance (3 ﬁﬁﬂf’ﬁjﬂ%fﬁ)
B IO E )
Celebration of Earth Store Bodhisattva’s Birthday ?/6 fll Uelb
& SRR 1 R R ) O3 Al TTB)
GSM will arrange bus tour for same- day travel. Please sign up before Sept. 3
- F10 F,‘E{*J Buddhist Events in October, 2015 [ Date Yy EHF
FE % Lecture on the Shurangama Sutra 10/4,11 & 19AM ~ 10:50AM
A S ¥ Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation 10/18 1 8:30AM ~ 2:00PM B
%Tﬂ@'m% ?[ it 7% | 'Guan Yin Bodhisattva’s Leaving Home-Life 10/31 3+ 8:30am ~ 10:00pMm | (GSM)
A T‘;’T Great Compassion Repentance (i rF’ﬁ'iEIEJ Hr&gt) |2 (Everyday) 1 pm
BTV et T
Celebration of g uan Yin Bodhisattva's Leaving Home-Life 10/ 25 fi Gk
ST R G G010 F] 22 PR HE! TTB)

GSM will arrange bus tour for same-day travel. Please sign up before October, 22
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Dharma Realm Buddhist Association

Gold Sage Monastery
11455 Clayton Road, San Jose, CA 95127
Tel : (408) 923-7243 / Fax: (408) 923-1064
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website: http://drbagsm.org
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Time: Sunday 9:00AM — 11:00AM, Sept. 13, to Dec. 13, 2015

Age : 4-18 years old
Fee :$ 70, Second Child $ 50

Gold Sage Monastery Sunday School will start from Sept. 13, 2015
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