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The reason we haven't obtained a response in our practice of
Buddhism is that we have too many doubts.
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No fighting, no greed, no seeking, no selfishness, no pursuing personal advantage, and no lying.
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I’'m Soliciting A Big Donation from You
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A Dharma Talk by the Venerable Master Hua

(5
= (25 ~ 5 5
I et p) oS~ S
Ty PR 7 Rl A !
AT e e
T e g e
e IES AT I SR AN ]
iM% - Bl [T WS
AGREE
T% | TS [
At R ?
FYRLEE FHEEPIRY « g
Tl > B2 LRL 7L Lo
AE @S Res s 2L
Y T

IS [ e 1P kL
AL 2 HERL = efPIeF ) »
AU TR R

cll\L

IF” ~fEE J?ﬂ%qﬁ.}jﬂ

» Y ﬁc_“ flal "B
mv’ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁTﬁ
© o B | = HIEEE
BV HESE P
Fo¥ > LR
P g s T
A H Y IR o B EE T
R TR )
B o FERLIGHOTL Y > S
PRI ~ 2 ] S A
Tfi ~ JFIRL ~ B ARG
=

f?ﬂﬂﬁﬁiﬂj%ﬁ@ Ko, fay
(2 b= o T Ll S
PURELA 114 2 SR
25 P WA A
(o S 1 1

e 2 ]

P
RS yN=]

SEERLRTY o (U e
—Ft[ﬁg o lF;* LZG 5 RIS
:ZFI

HREFL AT
P e T - (0
P E RLAECT - 25

(i e R b =

7\ o PRI Y1 ﬁ:’
) FERLES AU ) o T
JEI# TRYEE ]
ﬂw@ﬂ IR ? kil
e LT EE S TRIE
R » i 8 - FE
T TRE )]
S F *f,ﬁgoiﬁ L5 =
fel i = IRV > @
”ﬁﬁﬂﬁéﬁﬁy
CENERN il ol

it

‘S”

2251 H3 2017 & 03 B



Today I’m issuing an order

to those of you who have
taken refuge with me. It’s an
order to donate! I’m soliciting
donations from you. Someone
is saying, “Teacher, in all
these years you've never
asked for donations from us.
Now you must be asking for a
big donation!” That’s right! I
don’t want small donations.
What use are they? Even three
million or five million aren’t of
much use. Money is nothing but
colorful paper bills. Even if
you gave me gold or silver, I
wouldn’t be able to eat it or
take it along when I die. These
things are all useless.

What donation am I
soliciting from you then? I’'m
asking for your bad temper,
your ignorance, your afflictions,
and your anger. Hand them all

over to me! I’m a “hot pepper”

teacher, and I can never have
enough of these things. If you
give them all to me, I’ll put them
in the furnace of ignorance and
smelt them with the fire of
ignorance. I’'ll smelt them
into pure gold and diamonds,
and then we’ll all become
Buddhas together! You have
to give them up even if you
can’t bear to let go. If you
want to be a true disciple, you’ve
got to give me all of your bad
temper, ignorance, afflictions,
jealousy, and obstructiveness.

I’m a garbage collector.
Why don’t we dump all that
stuff into the trash? Then, let’s
go one step further to purify
the world. Let’s dispel the
violence and calamities, and
transform afflictions into
auspiciousness. This is what
I wanted to talk to you about
today. I’'m not joking. It may

sound like a joke to you, but

what I’ve said is completely
true.

I do want to solicit this
donation from all of you.
Those who can give it are my
true disciples, and those who
cannot aren’t my disciples.
We should give what we
don’t want to give, yield
what we cannot bear to
yield, and endure what we
find unendurable. Understand?
This is fixed dharma. Don’t be
sloppy and casual. No one is
allowed to be jealous or
obstructive of others. We
should all help one another
to cultivate. This is what I
want to tell you today. If I say
too much, I’'m afraid it will
too “hot and spicy” and you
won’t be able to breathe. I've
given you enough spice for
today!
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If you are truly sincere, the Bodhisattvas will protect you even if you don't

offer incense.
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€#AN——The Essence of All Buddhas (7)
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A lecture by Venerable Master Hua
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So This Is What Our
Original Home Is Like!

Every breath we take,
every move we make, every
word, every action, every
thought, every reflection affects
the time and space in the universe.
Conversely, the vibrations of
good, bad, pure, and turbid
energy in the universe affect
us as well. If we really want
to return to the purity of our
original source and discover our
true identity, we must break all
attachments to body and mind,
and see through everything. We
must undergo a period of
smelting in the blazing furnace
before the pure elements can
be separated from the dross.
Wisdom will appear once our
thinking and our breathing
are both purified. As long as
defilement remains, and the
purity is not total, then we are
still full of stupidity. When we
sit and walk in the Chan hall, we
are letting the silt and mud settle
to the bottom, so that the water
of our mind becomes clear
and sparkling. Then if we
can remove the sediment on
the bottom, our pure Dharma
body

manifest.

becomes  eternally
Removing the
sediment means we come to
understand our mind and see our
nature. We return to the
and take the road

home to discover what our

source,

original home is like.
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In cultivation, we should
purify ourselves internally and
externally. Internal purity refers
to not having confused thoughts.
External purity means not acting
in confused ways. Internally we
want to be like sages by cultivating
the mind and nature, and
externally we want to be like
kings by avoiding evil, practicing
good deeds, and benefiting all
living beings. By means of
external merit, we achieve our
fruition within. Externally we
create merit, and internally we
virtue.
benefiting all

amass Creating merit

means beings.
When we help others, we should
not become attached to the
thought that we are helping
them. We should do it as if
nothing were happening. As
soon as there is attachment, then
we lend reality to appearances.
We create merit and benefit
beings because it is what we
should be doing anyway; it is
our duty to help them. Don't
thoughts
benefited beings so that after

harbor of having
you do it all kinds of attachments
remain.
Externally benefiting
others and internally benefiting
oneself is what Chan meditation
is all about. There is usefulness
and advantage gained every
minute that you sit. What are
the advantages? When you sit
to the point of total stillness, the

light will penetrate and you will

feel as if there is no body, mind,
or world. If you can remain in
this state even when you are not
sitting, so that when you come
out of sitting the experience
continues, then that is called
movement and stillness becoming
one and the same. Another way of
putting it is that when you are
sitting you don't have any discursive
thoughts and when you move
about you still don't have any
discursive thoughts. Movement
is stillness and stillness is
movement; they are non-dual.
When you have this kind of skill,
you will constantly be in

samadhi.

At all times you are in samadhi,
There is no time when you are

not.

Every gesture, every movement
comes forth from samadhi; every

word, every action — walking,

standing, sitting, or lying down—

1s done in a state of samadhi.

The eyes see forms, but inside
there is nothing.
The ears hear sounds, but the

mind does not know.

To attain this state of
samadhi, you have to investigate
Chan and sit in meditation. After
you have done so for a sufficient
length of time, you can be this

way.
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If you really practice well
to the point of gaining some
response, then you won't know
when you are hungry, thirsty,

cold, or hot—you won't know

anything at all. If you can reach
that level of not knowing anything
at all, then you will know everything,
When we do something, if we

can do it thoroughly —to the

ultimate point —then a change

will occur. When you move to

the ultimate extent, stillness
manifests.

Stillness to the ultimate
extent will bring about movement.
For example, daytime is movement
and nighttime is stillness.
When stillness reaches an
extreme, when the sky grows
dark and when that darkness
reaches its limit, dawn breaks.
When the light of day reaches its
extreme, night descends. One
day and one night are also one
movement and one stillness. If
you know how to practice, you
can develop your skill to the

point that movement does not

obstruct stillness, and stillness
does not hinder movement — so

that within movement there is
stillness, and within stillness
there is movement. If you know
how to apply your skill, then you
will find that within true
emptiness there is wonderful
existence, and from within
wonderful  existence, true
emptiness arises.

We should

meditate until we figure out what

resolve to

we are all about. We were born
in a confused way, and life
would be meaningless if we also
have to die in confusion. We
need to find out how we were
born and how we will die. Can
we be free and independent
when we die? The goal of our
practice is to attain freedom over
birth and death, which is true

freedom —the ability to come and

go whenever we want, without
afflictions or worries. If we
wish to go to the Western Land
of Ultimate Bliss, we can simply
get into full lotus posture, bid

farewell to everyone, and go.
That's true freedom over birth
and death. In order to escape
death. One must have death-
defying skill. To gain freedom
from birth and death, you must
practice without fear of death.
You must not be afraid of pain,
difficulty, suffering, or anything
else.

Chan 1is the essence of all
Buddhas. The Buddhas of the ten
directions were born from Chan
samadhi. If you lack skill in Chan
samadhi, you cannot become
enlightened or attain Buddhahood.

We do not belong to any sect—we

are not of the Linzi, Caodong,
Yunmen, Fayan, or Weiyang
sects. We encompass the entire
substance. For example, if
this table represents the vast
functioning of the entire substance,
then we are like the whole table,
not just one corner. That's why we
do everything very naturally,
without putting on airs.

(The End)
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What are your treasures? They are your very own Treasury of the Tathagata.
If you want to regain your Treasury of the Tathagata, you first have to protect
your essence, energy, and spirit.

¥ % LA #4%/ By the Venerable Master Hua
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The Spring Festival
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During the Spring Festival, Gold Sage
Monastery held the one thousand Buddha
repentance. This brings everyone in the new year

safe, happy and auspicious. In addition, the
monastery invited about 15 elders to celebrate
New Year.

On February 5, when I met the elders who
are not seen for a long time, my heart is full of
warmth and kindness. They came to participate
the Spring Festival event. After Dharma masters

Pure Sound From Silicon Valley Newsletter Issue 251 March, 2017

led the chanting and welcome speech, the teacher
Wu and her daughter Grace performed a series of
self-made comic dialogue. This attracted the elders
bursts of applause. The students from Sunday school,
wearing traditional clothes, presented the lion dance
and fan dance. This attracted the elders bursts of
laughter. The small hall is full of joy atmosphere.

In the following symposium, the elders have
the opportunity to share their experience of learning
Dharma. FElders are skilled in reciting Buddha’s
name. The elders have learned a lot of Dharma and
integrated those into their daily life. At the symposium,
the elders shared their own experience, e.g., when the
elders encounter unhappy things, they recite the
Buddha’s name; when they meet with happy things,
they recite the Buddha’s name; some elders recite
Buddha’s name for 10k times; Whenever they meet
any difficulty, they applied the Dharma to solve those
problems. This makes young people feel sincerely
admire.
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Question And Answers On Education
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Venerable Master Hua Answers the Questions of UC Berkeley Students on March 5, 1994 at the CTTB
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Q: My question is about laziness. I think [ am
very lazy. Many of my friends have the same
problem. I frequently encourage them to study,
and I tell myself the same thing. Even so, I feel
I've wasted a lot of time. When I urge them, I
feel I'm in a dilemma, because if I fail to practice
personally, how will others listen to me?

Ven. Master: Just study vigorously! Since you
are lazy, you should find a way to counteract
your laziness. There is no mantra that you can
recite to make you less lazy. You have to be
resolute and determined. "Where there is a will,
there is a way." Don't give the excuse of being
lazy. If you are determined, you can succeed at
anything. "If you aim to be like the sages and
worthy ones, you can become a sage and a
worthy one. If you aspire to be a hero or great
person, you can become a hero or great person."
A person is despondent only when he lacks
determination. If he were determined, how
could he be lazy? Each person must take charge
of himself! If you insist on being lazy, of course,
you will be lazy, because you have no wish to
make progress. If you want to make progress,
then everything will be okay.
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GoOLD SAGE MONASTERY ANNOUNCEMENT OF DHARMA ASSEMBLIES

J[’ﬁiF,FI*J Buddhist Events in March, 2017

3/ 5,19 ( 8:00AM ~8:50AM )

ﬁﬁ@%‘ﬁﬂf?ﬁ The Shurangama Mantra Recitation

31~ 5 &R DN T - EJJE S R 811557 Bl
Avatamsaka Sutra Re0|tat|on Sat — 8:15AM ~afternoon ,Weekday—1pm
NE P
AT 3519 OB (9:00AM ~10:50AM )
(Sunday) ’ Lecture on the Shurangama Sutra
‘[%’J)éﬁ ( 8:30AM~2:00PM )
3/26 The Cherishing Youth Day
S 3/16 L RGO (830aM W48 )
Celebratlon of Gwan Yin Bodhisattva’s Birthday
E1FM pm A AFE ’F’T Great Compassion Repentance
NG Al i I
LU

Celebration of Gwan YFn Bodhisattva’s Birthday
_,F[E{'J}E{—JQLFE s Hljfg_ﬁﬁwjlfiﬁ %jj‘/\T’F 9E”}F[J*£‘]—7 3/12 ! WE(t

Gold Sage Monastery will arrange bus tour for same-day travel.

Please sign up before March 9.
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P4E] 55356 Buddhist Events in April, 2017 F1#] Date =l

PR+ Lecture on the Shurangama Sutra 4/2,23 {4 19:00aM~ 10:50aM

o Y %’7 Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation 4/9 FHET 8:15AM~4:00PM

f“ﬁﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ Earth Store Recitation 4/16 Ji} 18:15am~ afternoon | <= ELJF':T{J
(GSM)

HREA P PR e (A EIAT ) 4/29 JH+  8:30AM~ 10:20AM

Celebration of Shakyamuni Buddha’s Birthday 5/3 fH= (I-FD

A AEENE ”FT Great Compassion Repentance £ (Everyday ) 1 pm

WA PV @ (1 ) ’

Celebration of Shakyamuni Buddha’s Birthday 4/30 s b
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GSM will arrange bus tour for same-day travel. Please sign up before April 27.




+¥5
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Gold Sage Monastery
11455 Clayton Road, San Jose, CA 95127
Tel : (408) 923-7243 / Fax: (408) 923-1064
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Gold Sage Monastery and Gold Mountain Monastery will hold the Cherishing
Youth Day on March 26,2017 from 8:30 am to 2 pm at Gold Sage Monastery.

We welcome all children to come this festive occasion. There will be performances, fun games,
and great prizes! There will be different stands with FREE food! This is a free festival for
everyone to enjoy!

We hope everyone will come. Please invite your friends Come and join us!
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