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The aroma of cold sweet-smelling plum flower permeate the air.

The cracking sound of firecrackers are ubiquitous.

— ;EL[’ A %%“»/ By the Venerable Master Hua
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No fighting, no greed, no seeking, no selfishness, no pursuing personal advantage, and no lying.
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Unfeeling Time and Flavorful Buddhadharma
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|7+ The Venerable Master’s New Year’s Talk
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There is a Chinese saying:
“Time has no feelings.
As it increases, it actually

decreases.”

The years and months have
no feelings. They show no mercy
at all. Although they are said to
increase, they are also diminishing,
What does this mean? If it is said
that there is neither increase nor
decrease, how can we talk about
time increasing and decreasing?
Well, what increases and decreases
actually neither increases nor
decreases.

“Time has no feelings.”
You want to tell it to stop. You
say, “Time, just stop here today,
so we can stay here longer.”
However, it is impossible to
bring time to a standstill, unless
you can stop the sun from moving
across the sky. Now, although
science has made progress, it
still has found no method for
making the sun stand still. Therefore,
time is unfeeling.

“As it increases, it actually
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decreases.” This year you are
sixty years old, and next year
sixty-one. Although it may seem
that your lifespan has increased by
one year, if you calculate toward
the year of your death.... For
instance, if I were to die at the
age of 100 and had now lived to
be sixty-one, I would only have
thirty-nine years left to live.
Therefore, as my age increases,
the years that remain decrease.
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That’s why, “As it increases, it
actually decreases.” Likewise,
“as it decreases, it actually
increases.” If you really understand
this principle, then you know that
there is basically neither increase
nor decrease. That’s why I said,
“If you are not old at heart, you
can be eternally young.” Therefore,
“as it increases, it actually decreases.”

What should we do?

The Buddhadharma is flavorful.
After the bitter comes the
sweet.”

The Buddhadharma is
really most flavorful. When you
study the Buddhadharma, you
study a little bit, and then understand
a little bit. Recently I said, “As to
enlightenment, there are small
enlightenments, middle-sized
enlightenments, and  great
enlightenments.” How big is a
small enlightenment? It might be
as small as a speck of dust bordering

on nothingness. You might already

have had a small enlightenment
in your eighth consciousness
without even realizing it.

When you have a middle-sized
enlightenment, you think, “Ah, I
understand a little more of the
doctrine. That is what ‘neither
increasing nor decreasing’ is all
about. There are so many meanings
to the phrase, ‘not produced, not
destroyed, not defiled, not pure.”
You understand the doctrines: that
is a middle-sized enlightenment.

Great enlightenment ends
birth and death. You know how
you come and how you go. You
fully understand what is meant
by increase, decrease, and not
increasing and not decreasing,
not produced and not destroyed.
That’s great enlightenment.

“The Buddhadharma is flavorful.
After the bitter

sweet.”

comes the

First, you must endure a bit
of suffering. You should not just
study for three and a half or five
days and then say, “I have studied

enough Buddhadharma.” You must
have the patience to persevere:
“No matter how difficult it is, I
want to learn.” That is why we
stick faithfully to our schedule
of language and Sutra study.
there are

Unless special

circumstances, [ absolutely
won’t be lazy about teaching you.
Why not? Because you need to
seriously and diligently cultivate,
and then you can get to the flavor:
“After the bitter comes the
sweet.” You must first take the
bitter, and afterwards you can taste
the sweetness. So in studying the
Buddhadharma, no one should be
afraid of suffering. Don’t fear
hardship. The more suffering, the
better. You should rouse your
spirits, set your goals, and
advance with courage and
vigor. Don’t be afraid of suffering
or difficulties. Then you can study
the Buddhadharma.
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If you wish disasters to be dispelled,

You must first refrain from getting afflicted:;

Second, you must not get angry:
And third, you must not oppress others.

—E % LA 2% By the Venerable Master Hua
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Nourishing Your Bodhi Resolve

A PRI 7

A Talk given by Dharma Master Heng Tsai on the Dharma Realm of Taipei.

English Translation by Michael Lu
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All Buddhas and Bodhisattvas,
the Venerable Master, all Dharma
Masters and all laypeople:

Amitabha! I’'m very glad to
see all of you return here today.
According to Chinese tradition, the
second day of the lunar month is
the day of returning to the
right?
Welcome back to our mother-in-law’s

mother-in-law’s home,
home: the Dharma Realm of
Taipei.

It is not easy at all for you
to spare some time to come and
collectively cultivate at the
Dharma Realm of Taipei. This is
your blessings. Some people
have Ilunch appointments
elsewhere today, but all of
you, being very intelligent and
wise, have returned to participate in
the Jewelled Repentance of
Emperor Liang.

The Venerable Master
said, “If you take refuge with me
but do not have sincerity, you are
not my disciple. If you do not
take refuge with me but have
sincerity and come to the monastery
to cultivate, | recognize you as my
disciple.” Therefore, you are all
very intelligent and wise.

The Venerable Master
also said, “We must make vows
during the New Year.” Isn’t that
right?

We must make use of this
time to make vows because the

merit and virtue from making

vows is very great. During the
evening lecture on the Ten Grounds
Chapter of the Avatamsaka Sutra, we
have heard about the Bodhisattva on
the Ground of Happiness, who
rejoices in giving and making
vows. Hearing this, we are also
filled with joy.

Thus, 1 would like to
discuss this section with everyone.
In the thirteenth volume of the
Venerable Master’s commentary
on the Avatamsaka Sutra, the
section on the Ground of Happiness
begins on page 58. If you have
interest, you can begin reading
from there. Every ground is
enjoyable to read, allowing
one to be filled with Dharma
joy. I will now like to share this
part with everyone.

This is Bodhisattva Vajra
Treasury, who is also a Bodhisattva
of liberation. He says, “When the
Bodhisattva makes great vows, he
must have a mind of benefitting.”
Benefitting refers to benefitting
living beings. Before we make
vows, we want to benefit living
beings but cannot make the
Bodhi
vows, we will obtain ten types of
faith.

Therefore,

Resolve. After making

those who
have not made vows must make
use of the New Year and reflect
on what vows you can make and
what you can do? For example,
if you want to take across people
in your family, what methods

must you use?

There is much to be
shared in this regard, and I will
begin with benefitting living
beings. Before making vows,
we want to benefit living beings
but cannot make the resolve. We
have the will but cannot make it
happen, because we do not have
the power. After making these
great vows, our power to help
living beings will increase without
our knowledge. Does everyone
understand?

If you do, then you can go
back and try it out.

“One must have a compliant
mind.”

Because you have the
power of vows, you can soften
your previously stubborn temper.
If you are stubborn and headstrong
yourself, then you must first
become compliant before you
can be patient with living beings.
If you can be harmonious with
living beings, then when you
teach and transform then, you
will naturally be subdued in
body and mind and will not give
rise to afflictions. Why?

It is because you use a
compliant mind to treat living
beings. For example, if you
want to influence your friends
or family and you become
compliant by transforming your
stubborn temper, they will follow
you in learning Buddhism. For
example, if your spouse does not
listen to you, you use a mind of
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compliance to communicate
with him or her. Compliance is
not pettiness or childishness, but
rather being more gentle and
skillful. You do not speak to
your spouse in a harsh manner:
“I tell you to do this and you
don’t listen!” Don’t do that.
Next up is “an accordant
mind.”

An accordant mind is
according with living beings.
Those who have not resolved on
Bodhi or practiced the Bodhisattva
Way like to order others around
and do not like to listen to orders
themselves, right?

(Audience: Yes!)

Many people will say,
“I'm telling you to do this and
this. Listen to me!” If others do
not listen, you will become
After
vows, you understand that you

upset. making great
must first accord with living
beings before allowing them to
accord with you. This is very
important! Once you accord with
living beings, you will no longer
have so many attachments or
predetermined opinions, and you
can get rid of your mark of self.
For example, if you are
an employer and need to assign
tasks to the people below, you
should use a more gentle tone:
“Try this new task out. If you
can’t do it well, then let’s talk

i}

again.” In this way, your

employees will accord with
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you.
“One must have a tranquil
mind.”

Having a tranquil mind is
calming the mind down, which
will relax the breath and allow
no afflictions to arise. We have
afflictions because we are too
anxious and uptight.

Tranquility has another
connotation, which is that you
can apply effort in cultivation
without being influenced by your
surroundings  regardless  of
whether you are in a rowdy or
quiet place.

For example, when you
are doing your daily cultivation
at home, if you can calm your
mind while your family is
watching television or your
children are making a fuss, then
you can apply effort. You will be
able to be mindful of the
Buddha’s name. If you are not
influenced by your surroundings,
your mind will calm down.

“One must have a subdued
mind.”

In this Saha World, all
living beings are difficult to be
subdued. In this environment,
not only is it difficult to subdue
other beings, it is even difficult
to subdue your own mind.

Yesterday a Dharma
Master said that our minds
jump around like monkeys. After
making vows, you will naturally
be able to subdue your body and

mind. Your wisdom will unfold,
and you will be able to skillfully
subdue other beings.

“One must have a still and
extinct mind.”

All Dharmas come from
the origin, and they all have the
mark of stillness and extinction.
All of us are originally the same,
so you should not get angry or
become afflicted. If your mind is
not still and extinct and does
not know that all Dharmas are
originally neither produced nor
destroyed, then you will not
see the mark of stillness and
extinction in everything and
cannot subdue your mind.

After the Bodhisattva
makes great vows, he understands
the way of stillness and extinction
of all Dharmas. Therefore, we
should all make vows and read the
Venerable Master’s commentaries
often.

“One must have a humble
mind.”

This refers to humility.
Before making great vows, we
have the habit of often becoming
arrogant or prideful, giving rise
to many unnecessary afflictions.

For example, if you
graduate from university and
become a very capable employer,
it is easy to become haughty and
arrogant. Or you might say, “I
have made so many delicious
dishes for you today. I make the

9




best dishes!” Or “I was a very
good wei-nuo today, bringing
joy to those of you who heard
me!” Do not be like this. We
should not have a mind of pride
and arrogance.

If you make vows, you
will not have thoughts like these,
but will rather become more
humble. If someone compliments
you, “So-and-so, you did a good
job on this,” you will reply, “Not
at all! This was because of the
right causes and conditions, not
anything I did.”

Another example is if
someone praises your delicious
cooking, you should say, “It was not
my cooking, but the ingredients used
today.”

“One must have a nourishing
mind.”

A nourishing mind is to
experience, due to the power of
great vows, the comfort of
the nourishment of sweet dew
instead of dryness. In other
words, after making great vows,
you will feel as if sweet dew is
nourishing your body and mind,
so your mind will no longer have
dry, scorching afflictions. It is
because you have not made vows
that you constantly have false
thoughts, get angry, and become
afflicted.

Next is “an unmoving mind.”
“When thought
everything comes into existence.

arises,

When thought ceases, all myriad
phenomena disappear.” When one
has thoughts, many unfortunate
things will occur. If your
thoughts turn toward the better,
everything will become better.
Therefore, we must not
give rise to various false
thoughts. When one’s thoughts
are pure, one’s wisdom will
unfold and help with everything.
If your thoughts can be pure,

anything can be solved.

“An undefiled mind”

We must not have defiled
minds. If you make great vows,
your thoughts will naturally
become pure; where then can
the defiled, turbid mind arise?

If you have the above
power from vows and minds,
you will become a pure, virtuous
person. The function of these
mindsets is to allow one to enter
the doors of cultivation of the
Buddha.

With these ten doors,
one can accomplish the Ten
Paramitas of the Bodhisattva.
Therefore, we must all believe in
the Dharma spoken by the Venerable
Master. The Flower Adornment is
a very good sutra, and you
should all read it.

After coming back to the
Dharma Realm of Taipei this
time, I very attentively listened
to and recited the Flower
Adornment Sutra. I felt especially
joyful and felt that this was truly

10

wonderful, since this was applicable
to those of us who have just
brought forth the resolve.
Therefore, I hope that
everyone can diligently apply
effort and read the Venerable
Master’s Dharma often, with the
belief that the Buddhadharma
and the Venerable Master are our
guiding lights. If we did not have
the Venerable
Dharma, we might not know

Master’s

how to cultivate.

Everyone  has  these
causes and conditions to come to
this monastery of the Proper
Dharma to cultivate, so we all
have good roots. You must
extensively create good affinities;
for example, if there are one
hundred people attending the
Jewelled Repentance of Emperor
Liang today, then you have
created affinities with one
hundred people. When you
have faith in the Buddhadharma
and believe that it is really good,
you should encourage others to
return. Okay?

We should continue to be
diligent tomorrow, the day after
that, and for the next couple of
days, staying strong from start to

finish without pause! Amitabha!
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GOLD SAGE MONASTERY ANNOUNCEMENT OF DHARMA ASSEMBLIES
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53l F[‘Eﬁl Buddhist Events in February, 2018

S EEE (8:15AM~4:00PM )

2/4 /2018
Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation

PEEIE ¢ (8:00AM~8:50AM )
2/11,25/2018 The Shurangama Mantra Recitation

BERSRER % (9:00AM~10:45AM )

2/11/2018
{E[E [ Lecture on the Shurangama Sutra
(Sunday) 2/16.17.18 [*3'}[‘3’3139“A =~ o~ FI 8:30AM ~ afternoon )
> Thousan Buddhas Repentance Dharma Assembly
Lecture on the Shurangama Sutra

Elders’ Dharma Study Group

il 601 | P L’IEFL‘ W (3308 )

Maitreya Bodhisattva’s Birthday
=511 pm *?fl%i?éﬁﬁ Great Compassion Repentance
Jlﬁiflpﬁl Buddhist Events in March, 2018 FIHH Date i %T

ey %%ﬂﬁ Avatamsaka Sutra Recitation

3/4~25 weekday lpm
Sat&Sun. 8:15am~ afternoon

# 4% The Flower Adornment Repentance 3/18 JHF!

1:00pm

*?f[%ﬁ?ﬁ Great Compassion Repentance (1 ﬁf’ﬁﬁEj HIFE 1)

I (Everyday ) 1 pm
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The Flower Adornment Assembly
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1. 3A48 %258 B4TEEEE > FTAHL00MA » ZH 5~ B F F8IFI5HA& S T4 o
2. 3A16-17 18R (ZH A ~ 55 a)ﬁu;ﬁ;};ﬁgﬂ- 2 o

3. 3AI8B(EHB)F L@ » T ¥R

1. The Flower Adornment Sutra will be reverently recited at Gold Sage Monastery
starting at 1:00 pm during March 4 ~ 25, 2018,
Saturday and Sunday starting from 8:15 am to afternoon
2. The special schedule on March 16, 17, 18 are Recitation of the Avatamsaka Syllabary
3. March 18. will be Recitation of the Sutra on the morning.
The Flower Adornment Repentance will be hold in the afternoon .
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