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True happiness comes when you seek nothing.
When you seek nothing, you have no worries.

— B % LA  #4%k /By the Venerable Master Hua
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No fighting, no greed, no seeking, no selfishness, no pursuing personal advantage, and no lying.
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Wisdom Appears Once Attachment to Wealth and Beauty Disappears

E [ v =~ Ef=. /By Venerable Master Hua
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I here is a verse which

describes the character gian

(£%) for "money" in Chinese:

Two spears fighting over gold:
the killing energy runs high.

Everyone is obsessed with money.

Those who know how to use it
can transcend the Three Realms.
Those who don't fall into the
underworld.

The way the ancients
designed the Chinese character for
"money" is very interesting. On the
left side is the character for
"gold." The character for "gold"
has a "person" on top and three
horizontal lines, a vertical line,
and two dots below. The two
dots represent gold nuggets, and
the three horizontal lines are
probably three people. The vertical
line symbolizes the single-minded
focus on fighting. And so there is a
central vertical line, a gold nugget
on either side, and people on top
fighting over it all. What do they
fight with? They use spears. So
the character for "money" consists
of a "gold" character and two
copies of the "spear" character.
So there is a lot of meaning behind
the way the ancients designed
Chinese characters.

The two spears are fighting
over the gold nuggets, which
could also be in the form of U.S.
dollars or pounds sterling. So the

verse says: "Two spears fighting

over gold: the killing energy runs
high." You want to kill me, and I
want to kill you, because we're
after the gold. So you take your
knife, and I take my spear; you
set off an atomic bomb, and
someone else sets off a hydrogen
bomb or uses poison gas, and
waits to see if you survive. When
that happens your gold nuggets
are of no help, nor is the oil that
you've seized. The energy of

killing rises to the heavens.

"Everyone is obsessed
with money." Money brings a lot
of trouble. People lose their
appetite, or commit suicide
by jumping off buildings, all
because of money. They place
their bets at the horse races and
lose several billion, almost losing
their very life, all because of their
greed for gold.

“Those who know how to use it
Three

Realms.” If you know how to

can transcend the

use money, you can become a
Buddha. “Those who don't fall
into the underworld.” If you
don't know how to use money
right, you use it to create of-

fenses until you fall into the hells.

How dangerous that is! What
advantages are there to money?
Everyone is so confused.
Wealth and sex have confused
the people of the world so deeply
that they have lost their wisdom.
If you do not crave wealth and

sex, your inherent wisdom will

reveal itself. You should not
crave fame, either. Don't always
strive to be number one. Don't try
to get in the spotlight and make
yourself known to everyone.

Perhaps you don't want
fame, sex, or money, but you
can't put down your attachment
to food. You aren't greedy for
wealth, sex, or a good reputation,
but you're greedy for good
flavors. When the food is
served, your eyes open wider
than a cow's, because you want
to take a good look to see if it's
the kind you like. If it is, you
take more--one serving after
another, never getting enough.
If it's not, you taste a little bit
and push it aside. You are clever
when it comes to eating, but not
so wise when it comes to listening
to the Dharma. When it comes to
food, you know what's good and
what's not.

You may be able to put
down your attachment to food,
but as for sleep, you can't bear to
give up even a minute of sleep. If
you haven't had enough sleep,
you can't get up to go to work or
to do morning recitation. During
the morning and evening recitations,
you doze off. When you bow to the
Buddhas, you fall asleep and
don't get up from the bow. Or
you stand there and enter
samadhi as you're reciting the
Buddha's name, so you forget to
walk forward. In this way people
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are confused all their lives, and
then they die without knowing
what will become of them.

The world situation now
is incomprehensible. People
cannot imagine what will happen
to them. We don't know when
some country will set off a nuclear
weapon and annihilate the whole
planet and everyone on it. I'm
not trying to intimidate you; it's
really that dangerous. For this
reason, we have to trace the
problem back to its source--
fighting. Instead of fighting,
everyone ought to yield.

This is the responsibility
of the leader of every nation.
Every head-of-state should cultivate
virtue, carry out humane policies,
and teach the people to follow the
five precepts and practice the ten
good deeds. But some national
leaders do not cultivate virtue
and carry out humane policies.
For example, the Crown Prince
of England believes in Buddhism,
but the royal family made a rule
that when he assumes the royal
throne, under no circumstances
could he sit in full lotus posture.
So you see, even being a Buddhist
is against the law! If every
head-of-state could believe in
Buddhism, every nation would
be free of wars. On the other
hand, if the head-of-state is not
Buddhist and is infatuated with
money, there will be war in the

country. The heads-of-state have
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to be responsible for this.

Secondly, religious leaders
have to be responsible. Why are
religious leaders unable to set a
good example for others? Why
are they so greedy for wealth,
sex, fame, food, and sleep? The
religious leaders have to assume
their responsibility. Furthermore,
professors should not teach
college students to be promiscuous
and take birth control pills like crazy.
Professors, thinking only about
making money, have spoiled
the students and condoned their

misbehavior.

It 1s said, "If the child is
raised but not taught well, it is
the father's fault." Why aren't
parents teaching their children?
Why do they let them do whatever
they want? For example, American
youths commit murder and arson,
peddle drugs, and engage in other
illegal activities. This is all because
their parents didn't teach them to
behave well and respect the rules.
That's why everyone disregards
the law and doesn't follow any
rules. In their daily lives, people
break the five precepts against
killing, stealing, sexual misconduct,
lying, and intoxicants. These are
the reasons the world has gone to
ruin and education is morally
bankrupt.

Parents have failed to
educate their children; teachers
and professors have not done a
good job of teaching; and the

clergy have not fulfilled their
role as educators. The government
is not doing anything to reform
education, either. Since the world
is in such a mess, the religious
leaders should make it their
responsibility to bring about
educational reform. All religions
should work together. It should
not be like before, with people
praising a religion when they
were in it and slandering it
after they left it. Catholics
would say that Catholicism
was good, Protestants would
say that Protestantism was
good, and Buddhists would say
that Buddhism was good. Actually,
we aren't supposed to praise
ourselves. Only the praise and
recognition of others counts.
For example, everyone recognizes
the fact that the Buddha attained
Buddhahood. Your thinking of
how you are limitless and boundless
doesn't make you so. Your deciding
that you have become a Buddha
doesn't make you one.
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Protecting One’s Deportment in Every Step and Every Gesture
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##31/By DM Jin Mian
English Translation by Michael Lu
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I would like to take the opportunity
to briefly share my insights during
the ordination session with
everyone. The 108-day precept
session is neither too long nor
too short. A good habit or a bad
habit can be developed during
this time. It all depends on how
you regard it!

Life during the precept
session is pure and simple, con-
sisting mainly of memorizing the
precepts, universal bowing, and
classes. Furthermore, spending
the entire twenty-four hours of a
day interacting with fellow
Dharma brothers is a great op-
portunity to learn how to conduct
oneself in community life.

Two sayings | heard in
class made a deep impression on
me. The first is: “Leaving-home
is being reborn with one’s eyes
open. One fundamentally trans-
forms one’s character and starts
anew.” The second saying is
from Great Master Ou Yi:
“There is no other method to
learning the Way besides funda-
mentally transforming one’s
character and ridding oneself of
bad habits.” A few words were
enough to describe the proper
behavior and deportment of a
left-home person: having perfect
deportment to inspire others to
resolve on Bodhi.

Therefore, we must learn
everything from scratch under the
guidance of a teacher, regardless

8

if it’s entering the Buddha Hall
or even exercising. Our teacher
takes care of our daily activities
like a babysitter, never becoming
fatigued from teaching us proper
deportment.

What are the minute details?
We learned once again how
Dharma Masters wear clothes,
eat food, bow to the Buddhas,
put their palms together, maintain
good posture in sitting and
lightly with
their feet, among other things.

standing, tread
We were not children, yet they
were still willing to spend the
time and effort to teach us. For
example: “You must hang your
clothes neatly. That is deportment.”
“Do not talk while eating. Talking
too much is a lack of deportment
and unhygienic.” “If in every
gesture and movement you can
contemplate your nose with your
eyes, contemplate your mouth
with your nose, and ask your
mind with your mouth—as
practice for gathering in the six
sense faculties—your mind will
be very pure. Why do we do
this? Because when you are very
concentrated in doing this, you
will not have so many false
thoughts or expend so much energy,
and you can also develop your
concentration.”

Why is deportment so
important to left-home people?
Because if left-home people did not
have good deportment, laypeople
would gossip about them and

would have a hard time having
faith in the Buddhadharma.
Thus, our teacher emphasized
deportment and precepts as
things we needed to learn well
during the precept session.

If left-home people can
have good deportment, laypeople
will give rise to respect and will
then resolve on Bodhi. They
might even leave home themselves
to practice the Way, thus enlarging
the Sangha. The Proper Dharma
would continue to dwell in the
world and the Buddhadharma
would be able to flourish. If even
left-home people do not stress
deportment and everyone acts in
a casual manner, the Proper
Dharma will quickly go into
decline. In this way, left-home
people as well as laypeople
must focus on their individual
deportment in order to let others
know that Buddhists have good
deportment.

Many aspects of proper
deportment are actually basic
manners that one should have
learned from a young age, but
were put in the back of one’s
mind as one grew up. For example,
we should greet others when we
see them and not talk too loudly,
and we should be considerate of
others in doing anything. Many
aspects of deportment are developed
through habits,
themselves developed from a

which are

young age. If you did not build
up good habits from a young
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age, it will be very difficult to
change them once you grow
older.

If you develop good habits,
they will follow you life after life
and become part of your inherent
nature, leading you onwards on the
path of brilliance. If your habits
are lazy and slacking, then it will
be easy for you to fall unless you
receive guidance from a good
and wise advisor. Even then, you
must be determined to change
your habits, otherwise the road
ahead will become more and
more difficult to walk. Habits are
very important to every person,
because they will follow us life
after life. Whether you go toward
the good or the bad is up to you.

On another note, I remember
the Dharma Master saying in class:
“You always drag your feet when
you walk. If you keep dragging
and dragging, you will drag all
of your blessings away!” 1
immediately asked the Dharma
Master, “Why will we drag all of
our blessings away if we drag
our feet when we walk? What
is the correlation here?” She

replied, “If you drag your feet
when you walk, people who hear
this noise will become afflicted.
This is also a lack of deportment
and energy on your part, SO your
blessings will naturally decrease.”
Having completed the
precept session, I am very
grateful for the teachings of the
Dharma Masters. I should put
these teachings into practice and
keep them always in mind, trying
my best in everything in order to
kindness of the

Dharma Masters

repay the
for their
instructions. Because there were
over a dozen Dharma Masters who
put in great effort to teach us, all of
them very compassionate and senior
nuns, us preceptees received many
benefits.

After receiving the complete
precepts, the first task 1 was
assigned upon returning to
Gold Sage Monastery was to
continue organizing photographs
taken of DRBA events. These
photographs were quite old and
Afraid that I

wasn’t familiar with the task, a

very precious.

Dharma Master carefully wrote

some notes to let me know how
to proceed. Because this Dharma
Master has returned to Taiwan
and I was the only one doing this,
I found some laypeople to help
me arrange the photos. I have
tried my best to do this well; it is
just that the repetitive nature of
the task requires some patience.
Sometimes when [ become
afflicted, I remind and encourage
myself that I should replace
complaint with gratefulness.
The Dharma Master also said,
“Doing this work invisibly
helps you develop your patience.
Actually, many things that need
to be done are a way to cultivate
the mind.” Finally, I would like
to thank the Dharma Master for
giving me this opportunity to
make records of DRBA event
photographs and help with what I
can. | also hope that the laypeople
who have helped with this project
also feel the same way, and that
everyone will together work
hard.

Amitabha!

BITA REBLTHNK -
%ﬁt&% ° t&‘]ﬁ;'{]&@ ° ﬁs‘@ﬁ%i& ° ﬁs‘gt&h‘ °

Cultivators must develop patience.
You must be able to endure heat, cold, wind, and rain.
Be able to bear hunger, thirst, scoldings, and beatings.

T2 LA %4/ by the Venerable Master Hua
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Teachings from the Patriarch

—An ever-burning lamp

&H}U@% s BPAER S ARAT » M EKE - £ —w
REBE  AFBRBE s SEBE - BWEXIT ABEKW &
ERAE > woBK ERwLEERE  Bol—r & W5RE
BEASbiE s AR T . F—BRAETE  ABHER RELE
BOIR R o —E BARER

The ever-burning bright lamp is a mind of proper awakening;
because awakening indicates bright understanding, the lamp is used as
its metaphor. Therefore all those who aim for liberation should use the
body as the lamp stand, the mind as the burner, holding precepts to add
oil, and bright wisdom as the light. We should ignite such a lamp of
genuine awakening to dispel the darkness of ignorance. If we can
keep teaching others this Dharma, then it is like using one light to
kindle thousands of lights. The lights continue on without ending,
therefore it is called ever-burning light.- Patriarch Bodhidharma.

10

NWBRES 2263 H3 2018 F 03 A



—_—
—_—

+14

PHE PR N B 2018F

GoOLD SAGE MONASTERY ANNOUNCEMENT OF DHARMA ASSEMBLIES

El F,‘EI*J Buddhist Events in March, 2018

3/4~25 /2018

# BpE ) (weekday 1pm  Sat & Sun. 8:15am~ afternoon )
Avatamsaka Sutra Recitation

3/11,25 /2018

%%ﬂmiﬁ (8:00~8:50AM )

The Shurangama Mantra Recitation

NE [ I .
] 3/11,25 /2018 PRRRASE . (9:00~10:50AM )
(Sunday) Lecture on the Shurangama Sutra

3/16,17,18 EUE E#‘TTJ =l

Fri. Sat. Sun. ReC|tat|on of th Avatamsaka Syllabary

3/18 -

= B 1:00pm, ﬁ[fﬁﬁﬁ' %}Tj
The Flower Adornment Repentance

Z1 [ pm {?f[%?diﬁﬁ Great Compassion Repentance

P45 57378 Buddhist Events in April, 2018

FI'H Date

B P A
Celebration of Gwan Yin Bodhisattva’s Birthday

4/4 = 8:30 AM

F@Eﬁﬂﬂiﬁﬁﬁ The Shurangama Mantra Recitation

4/8,29 Y 8:00~8:50AM

PRy %  Lecture on the Shurangama Sutra 4/8,29 74 F19:00~10:50AM = ﬂa‘jj
\ (GSM)

P a7 Cherishing Youth Day 4/15 YA 18:30AM~ 2:00PM
A S l‘F"g Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation 4/22 JHE! 8:15AM~ 4:00PM
Ak ﬁ Great Compassion Repentance (3 aggq Rt ) I (Everyday) 1 pm
%ﬁm% y’[fgjﬁfﬁﬁi? 1 Celebration of Gwan Yin Bodhisattva’s Birthday o

& PSRRI S R 3 F 20 LU £ 4/ 1 f”ifﬁ
Gold Sage Monastery will arrange bus tour for same-day travel. ( TTB)

Please sign up before March 29.

OBBRHBSVYERS

ERLEG LM BRMIU » Email to: linww@yahoo.com

If want to cancel subscribing newsletter by mail.

Please write your name and address. Send the Email to :

linww(@yahoo.com
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IE waﬁ The Cherishing Youth Day

spﬁiﬁzﬁ S TP T (I BB S A 50
Ejj S JFE{‘J%D‘ T IJ[%J,E“‘ BN B |

%ﬁ%] HH A (U B — S o 2 BT R R %\ﬁf%&upm@%‘n%j@ R

BRI SRS o RIS S SR SR L

gl 4] kﬁfrﬂjuw B o UL‘HF v e

GMM, CTDR and GSM will hold the Cherishing Youth Day on April 15,2018 from 8:30 am to

2pm at Gold Sage Monastery.

We welcome all children to come this festive occasion. There will be performances, fun

games, and great prizes! There will be different stands with FREE food! This is a free
festival for everyone to enjoy!

We hope everyone will come. Please invite your friends Come and join us!
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