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Be patient for a second.

Let the wind and waves die down.
Step back and reflect on how the sea is vast and the sky profound.

—%B 2w kA 34k /Bythe Venerable Master Hua
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No fighting, no greed, no seeking, no selfishness, no pursuing personal advantage, and no lying.
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Being a sage inside, and a king outside.
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By The Venerable Master Hua
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In cultivating the Way, we
must lay a solid foundation. If
we want to put an end to birth
and death, we must exert effort.
This  effort
“investigating things,

consists  of
making
the will sincere, rectifying the
mind, and cultivating the
body” [The Great Learning].
What
things mean? It means getting

does  investigating

rid of our lust, random
thoughts,
desires. Materialistic desires

and materialistic
include the desires for
wealth, sex, fame, food, and
sleep. We should get rid of all
those desires.

Making the will sincere
means being always the same.
Your faith in Buddhism should
be everlasting, true-hearted, and
firm. Don't be so cynical, as if
you're afraid you might be
swindled and have to take a
loss. You doubt the existence of
the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas,
wondering, “Why haven't I seen
them?” You are just like a fox
treading across the ice, running
back onto solid ground as soon
as it hears the ice crack. We
should not be so fearful in our
belief, as if we were walking
along a cliff or over thin ice.
Our faith has to be firm.

Next, we should rectify

the mind, which means being
unselfish. If we are selfish, we
cannot rectify our minds.

In cultivating our bodies,
we should avoid using things
that harm the body. We have
to be cautious and alert at all

times.

My body, hair, and skin were
given to me by my parents,
And I dare not harm them.

This is the beginning of filiality.

We should cultivate the
skill of “being a sage inside,
and a king outside.” Inner
sagehood consists of investigating
things, rectifying the mind, and
making the will sincere. Outer
kingliness means cultivating the
body by performing meritorious
deeds. We should diligently toil
and labor, and not be afraid of too
much work. We should be able
to do every kind of work, not
just meditate all day long and
call that cultivation. If a person
truly understands how to cultivate,
he can cultivate in everything he
does.

Cultivation means being
calm and peaceful at all times,
without affliction, ignorance,
arrogance, jealousy, or
obstructiveness. If you still
have those problems and are still

hot-tempered, jealous, and
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obstructive, you wouldn't
succeed in your cultivation
even if you sat in meditation
for eighty thousand great
eons!

In cultivation, we must
get rid of our faults and bad
habits, and examine ourselves.
That's the attitude of a diligent
cultivator. It is said, “A superior
person is not a utensil that has
just one use.” A superior person
is not like a teacup, which is
only used for drinking tea, or
a bowl, which is only good for
eating and cannot be used for
anything else. Rather, a superior
person has both literary and
military skill. He can operate at
a high level as well as at a low
level. Not only is he able to
govern the country and bring
peace to the world, he can
also take up the sword and

charge onto the battlefield,

slaying his enemies until they
retreat. We should rouse our
spirits and work diligently at
our practice.

Vigor is essential to
cultivation. The greatest thing
to be feared in cultivation is
affliction. If we have no affliction,
we will obtain mastery and
liberation and be great cultivators.
The most important thing is that we
must be very concentrated
and calm in all situations, and
not give rise to afflictions.
This will give us strength in
cultivation.

If we are free of affliction,
true wisdom will come forth. A
superior person is able to be
great as well as small; he can
be as small as a speck of dust,
or as great as Mount Sumeru
or the Dharma Realm. With
great heroic spirit he can adapt

to any conditions. People may

accuse him unjustly, but he
does not become afflicted. He
is always flexible and can
meet every need. That's why
he is not like a utensil that has
only a single use.

“If a superior person is
not serious, he will not inspire
awe, and his learning will not
be solid.” If you don't examine
yourself critically, your deportment
and the

you gain from

won't inspire awe,
knowledge
your studies will also be false.
A superior person does not
thoughtlessly laugh or make
careless gestures. A cultivator
should transcend the level of a
superior person and learn from
the Buddhas, Bodhisattvas,
and sages. People who study
the Buddhadharma should be
this way every day and not be
the least bit lazy.
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Things pass by quite easily,
But a bad temper's truly hard to change.
If you can never get angry,

’ You've got a pearl beyond price.

Then, if you can never know hatred,
Everything will go your way.
Since afflictions never bother you anymore,

Your evil karma no longer comes to call.
But someone who knows only to criticize others

Is one whose own suffering has not yet ended.
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Stories of the Venerable Master Hua (5)

1, MEEEFRIZE Not taking advantages, but willing to take the loss
2, FHERIFIE The method of learning
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Iwas bormm in a destitute
family, and we had to work to
get our daily meals. It was a
That's why 1
nicknamed myself "Mendicant."

beggar's life.

You see, at such a young age |
was already calling myself a
mendicant. We owned a little
plot of land that was just big
enough to support us through
the year. That's why I didn't go
to school when I was young.

When I was thirteen or
fourteen, I could cut double the
amount of grain that my
brother, who was five years
older than me, could cut. For
example, if he could cut three
rows of sorghum, I could cut
six. Sorghum is pretty tough to
cut, especially for someone as
young and small as I was. But
I had my method, and I knew
how to use my strength. Actually,
I didn't use much strength.
Sorghum grows very tall, but
I would grab a big bunch of
stalks and then stretch my arm
as far as I could reach and cut
through the whole bunch in
one cut. None of the adults
could cut as much as I could.
No one taught me this method.
I watched the way they did it,
but I didn't follow their way. 1
had my own way, and I could
cut more than they could.
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I also did business then.
For example, if each person

invests five thousand dollars,

then three people should
invest fifteen thousand. But
when [ invested my share, the
other two didn't. They just
wanted to make money, so
they used up the five thousand
that I invested without putting
in any money of their own.
Most people would sue their
partners if this happened to
them, but I didn't want to fight
with them. I was always willing
to suffer a loss. I didn't care
about getting advantages. I'm
still that way now. I think taking a
loss in order to benefit others is
the very best thing. That's
why I often refer to myself as
a stupid person. I'm willing to
do the things that others
wouldn't do. I'm really very
stupid!
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Parents are living Buddhas right in your home so do not neglect what is near to

seek afar.

T L A %% /By Venerable Master Hua
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At first I was slow to

learn--incredibly dull. I couldn't
remember my lessons no matter
how many times I read them.
Since I had heard my mother
recite The Hundred Surnames at
home, I could memorize it right
away. But I had never read or
heard The Three Character
Classic before. I would study
the first few lines:

People at their birth

are by nature good.

Their

close to the Way,

But their habits take

them away from it.

natures are

If there is laxness in
teaching them,
Their

change.

natures will

The way to teach them

is to be single-minded.
But no matter how I tried,
I couldn't memorize them. In
those days, studying consisted
mainly of memorizing lessons.
Whenever you memorized a
passage to the point that you
could rattle it off easily without
thinking, you would go to the
teacher, give him your book,
and then turn around with your
back to him and recite from
memory. Well, I had finally

very
clearly, but as soon as I turned

memorized the lines

my back to the teacher, my
mind blanked out and I could-
n't even think of the first word.
It was just that strange!

So you see? If you try to
teach children to study well,
it's very difficult for them. But
when it comes to less noble
things, they are really smart.
No one needs to teach them. I
remember watching people
gamble when [ was little.
There's a card game called
Heavenly Nine, which uses
thirty-two cards and has four
players. The biggest combination
was a pair of "heaven,"
of "earth,"
"people."

a pair
and a pair of
There's also an
"emperor" and "three singles
and six sets." It took me only
five minutes to remember
what the thirty-two cards
looked like, and when I returned
home I made a very pretty set
of my own. Take a look! When
it came to studying, I was a
hopeless case. People tried to
teach me to study, but I always
failed and forgot my lessons.
Yet when I saw these cards,
no teacher had to explain them to
me, but I committed them to
memory in five minutes!
Why did I forget my lessons?
I was really puzzled. This
had gone on for many days. I

wondered, "What's going on?
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How come I remember it so
well when I'm on
the kang (brickbed), but forget
everything as soon as [ get
down from it? Is it that [ haven't
bowed to the sages?" No, I had
already made many bows to the
sages, even before I entered
school. So that wasn't a valid
reason. | looked into it some
more and finally discovered
that it was because of fear. |
was afraid that if I made a
mistake in reciting, the
teacher would bop me over
the head with his big pipe.
And so, as soon as I went to the
teacher, it was like seeing King
Yama. All my concentration
fled, and I forgot everything I'd
memorized. All T could think
was: "Is the pipe going to
come down on my head?"
Once I understood, I was no
longer afraid. If I was in for a
beating, so be it! What was
there to fear? From then on, I
maintained my concentration
both on the brickbed and on
the floor. I could remember
everything I read without
forgetting a single word.

After being in school and
looking into this problem for a
month, I found the path to
studying. Once I entered the
door, so to speak, everything
became easier. Not only could
I memorize things quickly, but I
never forget them afterwards.
When 1 began The Great
Learning, at first I was very
slow, but after a while my
study progressed rapidly.
What I covered in one day,
others could not cover in
twenty days. How could I do
this? It was because I had
discovered the secret to studying.
I simply used single-minded
concentration —1I have no
other method but this. When
I studied, I didn't think about
other things--such as eating,
drinking, wearing nice clothes,
or living in a nice place. I had
no random thoughts at all.
What was the extent of
my concentration? I'll tell you,
this is a most wonderful
method. When [ studied,
people could be putting on a
play, beating drums, blowing
trumpets, playing flutes, or

ringing bells beside me, but |
wouldn't hear them. Actually I
could hear them if I wanted to,
but I could also tell my mind
not to pursue those sounds. |
could control my mind and
keep it from running after
external states. Once I set
my mind to studying, I didn't
think of anything else. In that
way, I mastered what I studied
very quickly. In the beginning,
I might read a lesson thirty
times without understanding it.
But once I discovered the
method, once I could concentrate
my mind, it was really wonderful.
After reading it once, I would
remember most of it. After the
second time, I remembered the
whole thing. By the third time
through, I would never forget
it.
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Question And Answers by the Venerable Master Hua
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Q: Venerable Master, how can I improve
my relations with people, especially in the
workplace, and prevent others from talking
behind my back?

A: If you haven't done anything bad and
someone speaks ill of you, then it's his fault.
If you did something bad and people spread
rumors, then the more they gossip, the better.

3 : The calamities in the world grow day by
day, month by month. How can we quell them
and save ourselves and others?

A: Simply don't get angry and don't fight.
Don't cheat and hurt one another. Then the
calamities will disappear. Everyone should
unite instead of breaking into so many factions and
parties. If you have factions, then you won't be able
to unite. True unity--great unity--is without factions.
In the Book of History (Shu Jing) it says,
"Without factions or favoritism, the way of the
kings was broad. Without favoritism or factions,
the way of the kings was just. Without twists and
turns, the way of the kings was straight and
proper." That is what a nation needs.
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GoOLD SAGE MONASTERY ANNOUNCEMENT OF DHARMA ASSEMBLIES

R f}]iﬁéﬁ Buddhist Events in August, 2018

4 E & (8. ~8:
The Shurangama Mantra Recitation
Yai bl HE ST (), ~10:
i 8/5.26 2018 | TEHASREE (9:00AM~10:50AM )
(Sunday) Lecture on the Shurangama Sutra
L A YR . ~ 4.
8/12 /2018 SN ifi?fg (8:15AM~4:00PM )
Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation
Je— ~ ! 827 ~9 2 Papgg— (8:15 am~ 4:00 pm )
( Mon.~ Sun.) Earth Store Recitation Dharma Assembly
S = EE kG . ~10:
Sl 8/25 12018 SBATE T (8:30AM ~10:00aM )
Saturday Celebration of Ullambana Dharma Assembly
Z 1 pm “‘\?.EI%%HQ Great Compassion Repentance
8/19 i S
I . SNCHEEhi
Nt 2 }r :'t ’f&' N
e %g N Ff Celebration of Ullambana Dharma Assembly EHE f(JCTTB)
Juk| lﬁiﬁﬁl Buddhist Events in September, 2018 F1H] Date 2y gﬁ

My~ Earth Store Recitation Dharma Assembly

9/1, 2 ;{ﬁH E 18:15AM ~4:00PM

PR R £ ()
Celebration of Earth Store Bodhisattva’s Birthday

9/9 H[! 8:15AM ~10:40aM

P8 ¢ The Shurangama Mantra Recitation 9/16,30 [ | 8am~8:50aM | & I
PR, Lecture on the Shurangama Sutra 9/16,30 ¥} 19 AM ~10:50AM (GSM)
L [P R ’*FT Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation 9/23 [ 18:15 am~ 4:00 pm
J\?ﬁ‘%ﬁf?ﬁ Great Compassion Repentance ZJF! (Everyday) 1 pm

BT TR T o : : . ?/9 ﬁ[’%i}lb&‘;
Lt e Tk bﬁ Celebration of Earth Store Bodhisattva’s Birthday ! (cTTB)
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Dharma Realm Buddhist Association

Gold Sage Monastery
11455 Clayton Road, San Jose, CA 95127
Tel : (408) 923-7243 / Fax: (408) 923-1064

FER B g MUt www.drbaorg
website: http://drbagsm.org
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Parents! Open up a happy life for the children
TETE RBPEMZFYLRERIER 93 968
Gold Sage Monastery Sunday School will start from Sept. 9, 2018
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Parents! Open up a happy life for the children, leading them toward the path of bright light,
please bring your children to attend the Sunday School in Gold Sage Monastery. Dharma
Masters and teachers will guide them, teach them how to be caring, broad-minded and
compassionate towards all living beings, so they will learn how to be grateful, be
confident, and appreciate the wonderful of Buddhadharma.

Time: Sunday 9:00AM — 11:00AM, Sept. 9, to Dec. 2, 2018
Age : 4-17 years old
Fee :$70, Second Child $ 50
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