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The worldly pleasure is transient, but the unconditional happiness
is eternal, therefore we need cultivate the Way.

—E A XA 3/ By the Venerable Master Hua
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No fighting, no greed, no seeking, no selﬁshness no pursuing personal advantage, and no lying.
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Returning the Light to Illuminate Within
Makes the Land of Ultimate Bliss Appear
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Excerpt from the Commentary of Amitabha Sutra by Venerable Master Hua
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In Amitabha Buddha’s land,
living beings are born by

transformation from lotus
flowers. Their birth is pure, not
one of desire and emotions, and
so their bodies are pure and are
not the result of sexual desire
and the lustful thoughts of men
and women. This is why
they endure none of the sufferings,
but enjoy every bliss . Why do we
suffer? We suffer because our
bodies are created from unclean
substances of the father’s semen
and the mother’s blood. We
continually think of unclean
things.

Men usually think of
women, women of men. People
eat their fill and, since there’s
nothing else to do, sexual desire
When the time

comes, men and women want to

is foremost.

marry. If they don’t, they feel as
if they have a great illness which
has not been cured. Because the
basis, the seed, is impure, the
thoughts are impure, and those
impure thoughts bring about all
kinds of suffering. Why is there
suffering? For no reason other
than this.

Sutras are lectured and
Dharma is taught only to teach
you one thing, have no unclean,
impure thoughts, have no sexual
desire. Without sexual desire you are
one of the clear, pure, ocean-wide
assembly of Bodhisattvas. With

sexual desire, you are a ghostly

living being of the five turbid realms.

Cultivation and non-cultivation
are right here.

If you can purify your
mind, your merit and virtue are
limitless. If you cannot purify
your mind, your offences are
limitless. Offences are created
thoughts. Such
thoughts are causes planted in

from impure

your self-nature and they result
in the manifestation of offences
and evil. But if your self-nature
is pure, outwardly there will be
no evil karmic retribution.
Therefore, you may study the
Buddhadharma for several tens
of thousands of great kalpas, but
unless you understand the
genuine doctrine you won’t
get off the revolving wheel. If
you understand the essential
message of the Buddhadharma,
however, you will know, “Oh! It
is simply a matter of purifying
my mind and will.”

The Buddhadharma teaches you
to purify your mind and will. If
you understand the Buddhadharma
you can become enlightened, and
once enlightened, you will never
have unclean thoughts again.
Why do people suffer? It is
because of unclean thoughts.
Why is there no suffering in
the Land of Ultimate Bliss? It is
because the people there have
no impure thoughts. Thus, they
endure none of the sufferings,

4

but enjoy every bliss .

As we recite “Namo Amitabha
Buddha” we each create and
adorn our own Land of Ultimate
Bliss. We each accomplish our
own Land of Ultimate Bliss
which is certainly not hundreds
of thousands of millions of
Buddhalands from here. Although
it is far away, it doesn’t go beyond
one thought. It is not hundreds of
thousands
Buddhalands from here; it is
right in our hearts. The Land of

of millions of

Ultimate Bliss is the original
true heart, the true mind, of
everyone of us. If you obtain this
heart, you will be born in the
Land of Ultimate Bliss. If you
don’t understand your own original
true heart, you will not.

The Land of Ultimate
Bliss is within our hearts, not
outside. This land is clear, pure,
and undefiled and so is that one
thought of the mind and nature.
It is just that now, as common
people, we are defiled by
attachment. If you can empty
yourself of attachments, you
will immediately see Amitabha
Buddha; that is the Land of
Ultimate Bliss. Amitabha
Buddha and living beings —
do not discriminate between
this and that, for the Land of
Ultimate Bliss is not so far away.
In one thought, turn the light
within. Know that originally you
are the Buddha, and your original
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Buddhahood is just the Land of
Ultimate Bliss.

For this reason, you should cast
out your defiled thoughts, your
lustful desires, your confusion,
jealousy, contrariness, and selfish
thoughts of personal gain. Be like
the Bodhisattvas who benefit
everyone and enlighten all beings.
Just that is the Land of Ultimate
Bliss. Don’t you agree that the
absence of confusion and false
thoughts is the Land of Ultimate
Bliss? If it isn’t, what is?

Good knowing advisors, you are
all ones of great wisdom and great
intelligence. You are all more
clever than I, and in the future
you will explain the Dharma better
than I do. But now, because
you don’t know Chinese, | am
introducing you to this old-
fashioned tradition. In the future
you will transform it and make

it unspeakably wonderful.
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——By the Venerable Master Hua
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Why are you troubled? Because you are greedy, and you
don't see things though and put them down, so "there are
thorns everywhere, and bump into walls everywhere." If
you are free of the the Four Marks, then who is in pain? If
there is no one who is in pain, then where do afflictions
come from?
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Why will the world be destroyed? Because people have
less good thoughts and more evil thoughts. One thought of
goodness will increase the proper energy in the heaven and
earth; One evil thought will incur more cruel energy in the
world. It is thus necessary to transform the energy of cruelty
into harmony and peace.
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People are selfish; knowing what is wrong, he still follows if
it is beneficial to him . It is said, "Being asked to to do
good, your reply is 'no penny' even though you have a lot
money; Encountering disasters, you spend a lot money
even though you have no penny; Invited to discuss good
deeds, you cannot go because you are busy; Dying at the
end of life, you have to go even if are busy."
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Wholeheartedly Reciting the Buddha's Name to Be One with the Buddha
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By the Venerable Master Hua in December, 1972
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At the two-week recitation
which
participants meditated on
and recited Amita Buddha's
in the

morning until ten in the

session, during

name from four

evening, the Venerable Master
gave the following daily
instructional talks.

The Buddha Amita is the

great Dharma King.
May his Bodhisattvas guide you
to the Western Land.

Morning and night, hold his
name, with sincerity recite it;

At all times, in contemplation,
think upon it well.
With one heart

you'’ll realize Samadhi;

unconfused,

When all creation’s void, you’ll
enter the Lotus Land.

Suddenly awakened to the
uncreated, the Buddha appears
in person,

And wonderful enlightenment is

naturally attained.

This  eight-line
praises the Buddha Amita, the
“Amita”

translated from Sanskrit means

VErse

great Dharma King.

“limitless light” and describes
his unlimited wisdom. He is also
name “Amitayus,” which means
“limitless life,” symbolizing his
unlimited blessings. Because he
is complete with both blessings
and wisdom, he is called the

Buddha of Limitless Life and
Light.

The Buddha has perfected
great kindness, compassion,
joy, and renunciation. Having
attained blessings and wisdom, his
unselfish wish is to lead all living
beings to attain them. He has
vowed that all living beings who
recite his name will realize
Buddhahood. The two words
“Amita Buddha” are inconceivable,
and within the Buddhadharma,
Amita Buddha is a “great Dharma
King.”

Those who recite the
Buddha’s name have good roots.
All you need to do is recite,
and without spending money
or effort, you too can attain
limitless life and light.

“But isn’t this a bit too
much of a bargain?” someone
may ask.

The reason this simple
method is so efficacious is that
in former lives, when Amita
Buddha was

Way, he practiced many methods

cultivating the

and underwent thousand of tens of
thousands of bitter experiences and
found them difficult to bring to
accomplishment. Accordingly,
he made forty-eight great vows,
one of which states that any
person who recites his name
will be assured of rebirth in the
Western Land and the attainment
of orthodox enlightenment. Until
this vow is fulfilled, Amita
Buddha himself will not realize

Buddhahood.

Our recitation is like
sending a telegram to Amitabha
in the West. At the end of our
lives, the Bodhisattvas will guide
us to rebirth in the Western Pure
Land.

Morning and night, in
motion and stillness, at all times
you can recite. While moving
you can recite and change the
motion into stillness; when still
you can recite and turn the
stillness into motion. When
there is neither motion nor
stillness, your telegram to
Amitabha has
through and you’ve received

gotten

his response.

If you maintain your
recitation with undivided attention
morning and night without
stopping, you may recite to the
point that you don’t know that
you are walking when you
walk, you don’t feel thirsty when
you are thirsty, and you don’t
experience hunger when you are
hungry, you don’t know you are
cold in freezing weather, and you
don’t feel the warmth when you
are warm. People and dharmas
are empty, and you and Amita
Buddha become one. “Amita
Buddha is I and I am Amita
Buddha.” The two cannot be
separated. Recite single-mindedly
and sincerely without false
thoughts. Pay no attention to
worldly concerns. When you
don’t know the time and don’t

WSS F271H8 2018 £ 118



know the day, you may arrive at
a miraculous state.

You may ask, “but isn’t that just
being stupid?”’

In fact, rather than having
become stupid, you will have
experienced “great wisdom
which appears to be stupidity.”
Confucius said, “I have spoken
with Hui for a whole day and he
has not contradicted me, as if he
were stupid. But I have examined
his actions when he retires from
me and found that he puts the
teachings into practice. Hui
is not stupid.” (Confucian
Analects, II., Chapter 9.)

I remember when 1 was
young and first started school I
was very dull. I studied over and
over again but could not remember
my lessons, and if I did manage to
learn them, I forgot them when I
stood before the teacher to recite.
Then suddenly my intelligence
opened and I was able to recite a
work having read it only once,
and could master in an hour what
took other students five days to
learn. I became arrogant and my
teacher said to me, “Who would
have thought that such a stupid
person could become as intelligent
as Yen Hui?”

When 1 heard this, I
shivered in fright: “will I die as
young as Yen Hui did?” (Yen
Hui, Confucius’s most intelligent
disciple, died when he was only
thirty-three.) So I quit being

arrogant and resolved never to

Pure Sound From Silicon Valley Newsletter Issue 271 November 2018

be jealous of another person. I
took this as my guiding principle
and wished that everyone would
surpass me. The better others are
than I, the more I like it. At that
time I also gave myself the name
“Semblance of Stupidity.”

At all times contemplate
the bright
Amita

countenance of
Buddha with
singleminded concentration. At
all times recollect his wonderful
realm and don’t think about the
matters of the world. With one
heart unconfused you may enter
dhyana samadhi; all worries and
afflictions will completely disappear
as you enter the lotus land and
enlighten to the unconditioned.
This is to understand your own
Wonderful
enlightenment is just certification
to Buddhahood. It’s not enough
just to say, “I want to be a
Buddha,” and thereby become
a Buddha; on the contrary, you

original face.

must work with great effort to
realize Buddhahood.

If you can recite with
one unconfused heart, you may
arrive at the state where the ten
thousand dharmas are empty.
You may then let go of everything
and obtain independence and
purity. So the Dharma-door of
Buddha recitation is ineffably
wonderful.

When you have recited
enough to have gained some skill,
not only will you not feel
thirsty, but you will feel as if

you were drinking sweet dew.
Don’t become attached, however,
for if you do, your greedy thoughts
for sweet dew will cause for the
fine state to vanish. You may also
recite until you see light, the
Buddhas, or lotus flowers. But
don’t be greedy for these states,
either, or in your delight, they
will disappear.

This is the first day of the
session and there is still much
time in which to obtain a single
unconfused heart and experience
these fine states. Whatever you
do, don’t be lazy and wait around
thinking you have a lot of time.
You must recite earnestly and not
waste your days. In the evening,
during the Great Transference of
Merit Ceremony, be even more
sincere and determined to attain
good results. If, instead, you waste
your time, you will undergo all this
bitterness for nothing. Won’t that
be a shame?
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To Change Your Fate, Do Many Meritorious Deeds

—'% kA BT/ By the Venerable Master Hua
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In the world, there are many things which you
might think are good, but there are also bad things
which occur within them. You might think you're very
happy right now, but in the future you may experience
pain and grief. If you want to avoid these afflictions,
you should simply hold to the Middle Way. Holding
to the Middle Way means neither going too far nor
coming up short. Afflictions are gone, and so is
happiness. The Doctrine of the Mean says:

While there are no stirrings of

pleasure, anger, sorrow, or joy,

The mind may be said to be in

the state of equilibrium.

When those feelings have been stirred,

and they are moderated,

What ensues may be called the state of harmony.

If you understand this principle, then no matter what
you do, you shouldn't go overboard, become confused,
or be turned upside-down. You should clearly recognize
black as black, white as white, good as good, and bad as
bad. If you can distinguish them clearly, you won't do
things that are a mixture of good and evil.

Everything that happens to us in this life comes from
the karma that we created in past lives. If we want to
change our fate, we must perform many meritorious
deeds. It is said, “A superior person knows how to
determine his own fate. One can establish one's own
destiny and seek one's own blessings. Calamities
and blessings do not come on their own; people
themselves bring them about.” This is the same
principle.

Students of the Buddhadharma must clearly recognize
causes, effects, retributions, and responses. Don't
carelessly create evil karma or plant evil causes.
Don't make mistakes in cause and effect. Be
extremely cautious, or you'll be sorry when
you undergo the retribution.
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GoOLD SAGE MONASTERY ANNOUNCEMENT OF DHARMA ASSEMBLIES

- - ¥ f}]‘iF iF7 Buddhist Events in November, , 2018

PRI €7 (8:00AM~8:50AM )
411 The Shurangama Mantra Recitation
P (9:00AM~10:50AM )
S Lecture on the Shurangama Sutra
(Sunday) | o o [wpevsisg (si5ae 4300 )
The Jeweled Repentance of Emperor Liang
Transmission of the Eight-fold Precepts
Y (Wed.) |11/7 BEH f?'EﬁFliﬁ‘ﬁiﬁﬁ ( FEBE[]E)  (8:30AM ~3:00PM )
- ) Celebration of Medicine Master buddha’s Birthday
Z1 [ pm *?ffé’%ﬁi’?ﬁ Great Compassion Repentance
- =k I,}ﬁf | FI*J Buddhist Events in December 2018 FIH] Date e Eﬂ,‘
AR Tﬁ The Shurangama Mantra Recitation 12/2, 30 74! 8AM ~8:50AM
B RS RE®  Lecture on the Shurangama Sutra 12/2, 30 74 ' 9AM ~10:50AM
L [ R hﬁ Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation 12/9 &[T 8:15AM~ 4:00PM e

B 3 2R3 -Celebration of Amitabha Buddha's Birthday | 12/23 #F18:15av~ 10:20am | (GSM)

@%{}Ei}ﬁ The Shurangama Mantra Recitation 12/16 Jdf ! 8:15AM~10:45AM
*‘\Tﬂ?f{%ﬁf?ﬁ Great Compassion Repentance ! (Everyday) 1 pm

W
ALkl g2k 2 ZHEC-Celebration of Amitabha Buddha's Birthday 12 /23 5! F(JJC jj]lgf?
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If want to cancel subscribing newsletter by mail.
Please write your name and address. Send the Email to : linww@yahoo.com
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The Jeweled Repentance of Emperor Liang
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Transmission Refuge with the Eight-fold Precepts: 6:30 am on November 18 (Sun.)

Gold Sage Monastery will be conducting The Jeweled Repentance of Emperor Liang
from November 18 to 25,2018 (8:15 am—4:30 pm everyday )

The faithful can thus repent their karmic obstacles, benefit the living and
the underworld, So that they leave suffering and attain bliss.
Setting up Plaques for Lengthening Life and for the Rebirth is available.





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


