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At all times the Buddha's light shines upon us,

Every day is wish-fulfilling and auspicious.

Month by month our blessings and wisdom increase,

Year by year our lifespan increases and our blessings become limitless.

—'& 2 XA /By the Venerable Master Hua
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No fighting, no greed, no seeking, no selfishness, no pursuing personal advantage, and no lying.
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A Dark Age in Human History: The Influence of TV, Computer and Radio

EAEA-—NAN\EFZANBRATRMEXRTE
Lecture by Venerable Master Hua at University of British Columbia
Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada on February 9, 1985
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In this era, when technology
and materialism flourish, we
want to take a careful look at the
thinking of the times and ask
ourselves whether or not this is a
good age to live in.

Science has made great
advances in technology and that
certainly counts as good. But we
should also realize the truth in
the saying,

"Anything taken to the
ultimate point transforms into
its opposite."”

In the case of technological
advances, good things also beckon
misfortune.

Let's look at television,
for example, I know people
will object to my view of the
TV, "Dharma Master, you're a
throwback to another age. Your
way of thinking is out of step
with the times.”

You may say so, but I still
insist that television is a thereat to
human life and it is a man-eater. Are
you aware of this?

Look at children these
days. Instead of doing their
schoolwork, they sit in front of
the TV set all day long. They're
glued to the screen which sucks
up their energy and life-force.
The children might as well be
dead, because they will never
learn the basic principles of
being good people. They only
learn how to stare at the television.

And what does the TV

£ 273 H1 2019F 01 B

RN =]



teach them?

strange and freakish behavior

Every kind of

you can imagine. They learn
little things of value, instead
they very soon learn how to
emulate the evil and harmful
things they have watched. In no
time at all, they learn all the bad
things that people can do.

Before television, the
people-eater was radio. Radios
sucked up humans' life-force. People
used to stick to a radio with
their ear and completely forget
everything else. Radios made
us forget to eat, sleep, and perform
the ordinary activities of life. Now
the television has confused us to
the point of not knowing whether
we're coming or going.

Computers have followed
along right after the television.

In Chinese, the word for
computer translates literally into
In the future

there will be electric eyes, as

"electric brain".

well as electric ears, electric
tongues, electric noses and electric
bodies.
organs will have disposable

Every one of the six

modules, likes cassettes, and
will gain an electric boost.

Eyes, ears, nose, tongue,

body, and mind will be computerized.

Even the mind will tie in organically
with "know-it-all computer mem-
ory banks.”

Is this a good time to be a
person?

Impossible! This is a dark

Pure Sound From Silicon Valley Newsletter Issue 273 January, 2019

age in human history.

In this benighted era, our
wisdom has been stolen away by
material things. Nobody has any
natural wisdom to speak of. Our
inherent brightness has been

replaced by products and goods.

And once we substitute
things for wisdom, then people
will grow up blank, like idiots.
Wisdom will become outmoded.
People will no longer serve any
useful function.

Mark my words: in the
future, people will become
obsolete. Would you say this
is a serious problem or not?

Look into it! People will
soon be rendered useless! For
instance, some unethical scientists
now are busy inventing miraculous
monsters.

You say it's human? It's
not really human. You say it's
an animal? It's not exactly an
animal either. Since they graft
human genes onto animal bodies and
alter human genes with animals
strains, this mutual genetic
modification produces a freakish,
mutant, hybrid that resembles
neither parent.

Now people can be born
with horns, or elephant-like
trunks. In my opinion, a human
born with a nose like a pachyderm
is more a goblin than a person. These
goblins and freaks are all
within the realm of possibility
today.

Furthermore, the range of

technology has grown out of
Within the next two
centuries, telephones and the like

control.

will be totally obsolete. Televisions
and computers will have
disappeared. Every person's
physical body will contain the
capabilities of these machines Nobody
will have to bother dialing a telephone
or punching a touch-tone. A person
will only need to beam out the
number of the desired party from
his own built-in phone, with its
antennae located in the eyebrows,
perhaps, or from his hair, and the
other person will receive the call
the same built-in way. "Hello!
That's how

easy it will be to place a phone

Good morning!"

call.

Somebody may be thinking
at this point, "Dharma Master,
that's the craziest talk I've ever
heard.”

Well, I ask you to consider
this. How many people would
have believed you if five hundred
years ago you had said, "In five
hundred years, there will be
airplanes, television, and
radios?" Everyone would have
But all

these inventions are commonplace

considered you insane.

now.

Why do I mention this
topic in the first place? Because
we should recognize that advances
n science, and in material benefits
are not necessarily good for




humanity in the long run. They
are incomplete, imperfect benefits.

Wisdom,
hand, is the most thorough-going

on the other
benefit for the whole world.
Thinking and attitudes born of
morality and virtue are thoroughly
good for us all.

The Buddha's  Four
Measureless Attitudes of kindness,
compassion, joy, and even-mindedness
are totally advantageous to all
creatures. When we base ourselves
in thoughts such as these, then we can go
ahead and put technology to work
for us

There's no fear that we
will forget the fundamental aspects
of humanity: our own bodies for
example. In the future people will
forget entirely what people look
like. We will all become like

animals. I'm not scolding you;

this prediction is a cold, hard fact.

There's a bit more to add
here. Don't get scared when you
hear me call television, radios,
and computers man-eating
goblins. No need to be afraid.

My hope is that you will
clearly recognize these things for
what they are. Once you recognize
them, then electric gadgets lose their
That's

enough to know. But if you're

power to confuse you.

confused by them, then they can
gobble you down.

The same principle applies
to beauty. If the sight of a pretty
figure has the power to confuse
you, then you've been swallowed
by a man-eater. If the sight of
money confuses you, then

you've just been devoured by a

man-eater. If your purpose is
to establish a big reputation
and fame confuses you, then
you've just be swallowed by the
goblin of fame.

If good food confuses you,
although you feel you've just
enjoyed a tasty dish, in fact,
the food has eaten you. The
food has eaten your spiritual soul,
your Dharma-body. It has eaten
up your wisdom, and left you as
stupid as can be.

If sleep keeps you in a
stupor for several centuries,
and when you finally wake and
see by your wrist watch that it's
already half-past noon, and if
then, you simply roll over and go
back to sleep, then you've been
devoured by sleep.

Get the point?
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When we sit in Chan, we should not be distracted by sights and sounds. Some
people may experience states after long cultivation, but if they get attached
to the states, they are making a mistake. You should "listen without
hearing, and look without seeing." If we don't hear and we don't see, that's

truly not being distracted by states.

B X LA #4%k By the Venerable Master Hua
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The Meaning of Your Human Life

Bt EA-NMNEFZANBRTRNEBTE
Lecture by Venerable Master Hua at University of British Columbia
Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada on February 9, 1985
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That's how the world turns:
Good taken to the ultimate point
turns bad; Evil, once it reaches
an extreme, turns good. A person
who is poor to the bitter extreme of
poverty can suddenly strike it rich,
while rich people can lose every
penny overnight. Once born, we
are tiny infants, but we grow up,
grow old, get sick, and die.
That's the cycle of creation and
destruction rolling on in the
world. It is a natural process of
progressive, cyclical change. A
process of progressive, cyclical
change. A process of metabolism,
and transformation.

If we recognize the state,
then getting rich won't especially
appeal to us any longer. And if
we lose our wealth, then we will
see things according to the proverb:

The superior person, even in
poverty, maintains his integrity.
The petty person stops at nothing
to strike it rich.

Therefore in this abnormal
era, we should not blindly follow
along with the crowd, thus forget
what it means to be a human. We
must keep in mind the inquiry- what
is the fundamental meaning of
coming to this world as humans?

Frankly, speaking of the
meaning of human life, I would
say that the most valuable thing
in my life is to follow the Six
Guidelines of the City of Ten

Pure Sound From Silicon Valley Newsletter Issue 273 January 2019

Thousand Buddhas.

The first guideline is
"not fighting." This applies to
everywhere and 1 won’t fight
with anyone. No matter how
you criticize me, I will accept it
Call me
“A small

cat?” Fine, I'ma cat. “a dog?’” Okay,

without reservation.
whatever you feel like.

I'm a dog. Whatever you perceive
me in your mind, that's what |
am. Perceiving me as a Buddha? Then
I'm a Buddha; a Bodhisattva? Then
I'm a Bodhisattva. "Everything is
created from the mind alone." I
am however your mind projects.

On my part, I have my
goals and principles about being
What are
they? Simply not fighting with

a  person.
people, no matter who it
is. Whatever name you give to
me is fine, and I will accept
it.  No matter what happens, I
will refrain from fighting or
contending with you.

n

The second is "no
Whatever you have
I don't

However , If you

greed".
belongs to you and
want it.
want anything from me, [ will
give it to you. When I give, it's
not like a common, greedy monk
who always tells people to
"Give! Give! Give", and says,
"Left-home people do not crave
for wealth; but the more, the
better.” Ordinary people usually
want others to give to them, but as
a monk [ am not interested in this

type of giving at all. Actually we

should avoid this wrong attitude
of giving.

The third principle is "no
seeking”. It means that we don’t
scheme with all kinds of means
and with all our strength to become
rich. People in the world fight to
death for profits. Understanding the
principle of not seeking, we will
be content with few desires, and
then we won't have conflict with
others any more. Whoever grasps
this point truly understands the
Six Great Principles.

Why
seek? Because without a seeking
mind, we would not be so selfish. Only
because people are selfish that
When the
selfish mind of benefiting oneself

shouldn’t we

they seek for things.

is removed, one will have no reason
to seek, as a result one won't just
pursuit personal benefits.

The following two
principles are: not selfish and
not pursuing self-benefit. These two
of the Six Guidelines are interrelated. If
one wants to be not selfish, then one
first should not seek personal advan-
tages. Therefore "no selfishness"

and "no self-benefit" sound
similar, but they are actually
slightly different.

The last one is "no lying". One
lies out of fear, afraid of losing
one’s advantages. Driven by
this fear, one would criticize
others, "All of you are
wrong. I'm the only one who's
right. "Why does one think this

way? Because one fears that he'll

9




lose his benefits to other
people. Those who don’t care
for personal profits don’t
need to tell a lie. In short,is it
worthwhile to intentionally make
up a lie to deceit others? Do you
think so ? By truly understanding
these Six Guidelines, you will
know the core principles of being a
human.

Without understanding
the Six Guidelines, you would
not be able to pull yourself out from
the unwholesome competitive
cycle of this crazy age. Once
you go along with evil tide and

under the sway of its bad influence,

you would act like crazy as well,
so do those who follow
you. That's my message for you
all today.

I hope, after hearing my
talk, those young audience not
become crazy like what 1
mentioned before, those who
are elderly try hard to keep
your mind clear and bright,
and little children not follow adults
to go crazy. Then I would say,
"Everything's okay, no problem!”

y

r

NEAKE

By the Venerable Master Hua
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‘ ~ ishing to achieve a clear and tranquil state of

mind, you have to cultivate the Dharma of patience. That

is, you need endure hunger, thirst, coldness, hotness,
wind and rain. In all, you must take and endure every
circumstance. It is said, “ By being patient, you will be
at peace.” Being able to endure and be patient is to have

wisdom; having wisdom is to have radiant light.

=

T Eps - s
"H“HﬂcfET Fil s i H@?&? TR
K5 5@*’]% “\ » FLE 3k 5L 13"EJ1§_L§QE:L o BT R

E’l ] %[ E lﬁfglg’ T PR, -

_”%
&
[
%&

i
"

Our root of goodness can grow and develop only
by diligently cultivating to nurture it, otherwise it will
become withered. Making the Bodhi resolve is to
grow the roots of goodness, which is like watering a plant to
make it flourish. Make the Bodhi resolve, advance with
vigor without retreat. We should develop such a firm

and unwavering resolution-would rather die than retreat.
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GoOLD SAGE MONASTERY ANNOUNCEMENT OF DHARMA ASSEMBLIES

— K| f}}iﬁﬁﬁ Buddhist Events in January, 2019
/6 QPHLIEER (8:15M~4:00mM )
Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation
113 iﬁﬂ?@%flﬂ% F#4ASELE T Anniversary of Shakyamuni Buddha's Enlightenment
T R rEﬁAfternoon: The Shurangama Mantra Recitation
N
lﬁ E I 1/20 FEE] (8:15aM ~afternoon)
(Sunday) The Great Compassion Dharma Door
The Shurangama Mantra Recitation
/27 PEBAEREE (9:00AM~10:50AM )
Lecture on the Shurangama Sutra
Z1 [ pm *?ff%ﬁikﬁ Great Compassion Repentance
TE| f}}iﬁﬁﬁ Buddhist Events in February 2019 FI#] Date i Eﬂ,‘

I Y E bﬁ Thousand Buddhas Repentance Dharma Assembly

2/ 3,4 H!, —
8:15AM~ 4:00PM

Rl @ﬁﬂﬂ;})ﬂiﬁ?f[ 2 FMaitreya bodhisattva’s birthday
T )[%5@%[%3%%’7 The Shurangama Repentance

2/ 5 {5 8:15AM ~ afternoon

AP hﬁ Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation 2/10 Y E! 8:15AM~4:00PM

=7 ]’ﬂ%?ﬁéff;‘%iéﬁ Elders’ Dharma Study Group 2/10 51 9:00AM~12:30PM | (GSM)
ﬁ'@%ﬁﬂiiﬁﬁ The Shurangama Mantra Recitation 2/17,24 ! 8AM~8:50AM

FEEEE %  Lecture on the Shurangama Sutra 2/17,2454} ' 9AM~ 10:50AM

*‘\Tﬂ?f{%ﬁf?ﬁ Great Compassion Repentance &1 (Everyday)1pm
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Welcome the Spring by Purifying Our Mind and Body
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Dharma Activities on Spring Festival of 2019
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@ February 3~4 (Sun. Mon.) : A Thousand Buddhas Repentance Dharma Assembly
from 8:15 am to afternoon.
@ February 5 (Tuesday) : Celebrate Maitreya bodhisattva’s birthday in the morning
The Shurangama Repentance in the afternoon
Setting up Plaques for Lengthening Life and for the Rebirth is available.

Lighting lamp to plant blessings is available on Feb. 5, the lunar new year day.
Welcome to attend this auspicious event.
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