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and not be greedy for vain fames. In every action and every speech, strive to be true.

—'& 2 XA /By the Venerable Master Hua

study Buddhadharma should steadily cultivate, honestly develop genuine skills,
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No fighting, no greed, no seeking, no selfishness, no pursuing personal advantage, and no lying.
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Our Hearts Cannot be Unhappy for a Single Day

g EA—HAEF R o BB R B R
Lecture by Venerable Master Hua on February 6, 1994
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All Good and Wise Advisors,

Happy New Year! Like Professor
Tsu, I would like to wish all of
you a Happy Chinese New Year
in advance! We say, "Happy
New Year!" Should we be happy
in the old year? We ought to be
happy year after year, month
after month, day after day, and
moment after moment. Why
should we be happy? Happiness
does not mean we eat some

delicious food and feel happy.

Nor does it mean we wear nice

clothes, and that makes us happy.

Nor is it that we buy a fancy car,
or live in a fine house, and that
makes us happy.

How should we be
happy? In our own natures, we
should always be content. As it
is said, "Knowing contentment,
one is always happy. Able to be
patient, one is naturally at
peace." We should always be

content. In every moment and at

all times, we ought to be content.

We human beings have more
wisdom and more spiritual
awareness than animals. We
surpass them in every respect.

For that reason, we should
be content. If we are content,
we will be happy and without
afflictions. So not only should
we be happy when celebrating
the new year, we should be
happy and free of afflictions all
the time. That way, we can

"cultivate the ground of the mind

and nurture the sky of the nature."
If you can make the ground of
your mind bright, and the sky of
your nature bright, this brightness
is the brightness of the Buddha.
Why haven't we manifested this
brightness? It's because we have
not truly been able to "cultivate the
ground of the mind and nurture the
sky of the nature." Therefore,
according to Buddhism, if you
can be happy all the time, just
this is cultivation.

In Vegetable Root Discourses,
it says, "With the brilliant wind and
unclouded moon, the grass and
trees are delighted." At this time,
there is a gentle breeze, a clear
moon, and few clouds. The grass
and trees all thrive and flourish,
feeling very joyful.

What about "the furious
rain and strong wind"? If heaven
gets angry, it rains heavily. The
falling rain symbolizes heaven's
tears; heaven is feeling sad. The
strong wind refers to a hurricane.
When a hurricane blows in, not
to mention people, even the
birds and beasts are distressed
and unhappy.

"With the
brilliant wind and unclouded

So it says,

moon, the grass and trees are
delighted. With the furious rain
and strong wind, the birds and
beasts are woeful." Therefore,
heaven and earth cannot exist for
a day without harmony. A person's
heart cannot be for a moment
without happiness. If there are




rainstorms and gusty winds,
then heaven and earth are not
in harmony. "Heaven and earth
cannot exist for a day without
harmony." There should always be
a gentle breeze and an auspicious
energy.
"A person's heart cannot be for a
moment without happiness." In
our hearts, we should be happy
and joyous all the time. We should
be like Maitreya Bodhisattva, who
never becomes afflicted, no matter
how people treat him.He said, "The
Old Fool wears a patched cloak." 1
am a dumb old man who doesn't
know anything. The clothes I
wear are patched up rags. "He
fills his belly with tasteless
food." "It is all right if I can get
full with simple meals," he says.
So he often pats his big belly and
says, "See how full I am!" "He
mends his clothes to keep out the
cold." When my clothes are torn, I
mend them. "And lets the myriad
things go by." When things come
up, he responds; when things are
gone, he is still. He handles the
myriad things according to their
conditions.

"If someone scolds the
Old Fool..." If someone scolds
him, "You old freak!" "The Old
Fool just says, ‘Fine!”" This old
fool will just say, "Good, good.
It's great that you're scolding
me." "If someone beats the Old
Fool, he falls down and goes to
sleep." If someone beats me, I lie
there and take the beating, as if I

were asleep. "If someone spits
on his face, he lets it dry by itself."
If you spit saliva on my face, I let it
dry up by itself. I won't wipe it off.
How is it? "That way, he saves
his strength, and you don't get
afflicted." 1 save the energy of
having to wipe it off.

When you see that I do
not react or try to spit back at
you, you don't be afflicted either.
"This kind of Paramita is the
jewel within the wonderful."
Ordinary people do not know
how to apply this Paramita, this
way to get to the other shore.
This is the wonderful of the
wonderful, the treasure of the
treasures. "If you know this
news, why worry about not
realizing the Way?" If you
know this principle, how could
you not accomplish the Way?
You will surely accomplish the
Way!

Professor Tsu was talk-
ing about compassion and about
humaneness in China's Confucian-
ism. Actually Confucianism advo-
cates loyalty and forgiveness.
Catholicism and Protestantism talk
about universal love. The Chinese

character 1% "universal" has a

vertical heart (mind) radical
I, and the character &

"love" also has a heart & in

the middle. Love is in the heart.

talks about

influence and response. Although

Taoism

it advocates "purity and nondoing"
and cultivating the way of Nature,

wherein "People emulate the earth,
the earth

heaven emulates the Way, and

emulates heaven,
the Way emulates Nature," as
quoted in the Daodejing (Classic
of the Way and Virtue), the
teaching of Taoism focuses on
influence and response. Buddhism
promotes kindness and compassion.
These three religions—-Confucianism,
Buddhism, and Taoism--are not
beyond the mind. Apart from the
mind, there is no religion.

Confucianism advocates
loyalty and forgiveness. Loyalty
means to conduct ourselves honestly.
Forgiveness means to be forgiving
of others. To conduct ourselves
honestly means that, in whatever
we do, we should be faithful to
others. We should do our best
to be loyal. This is basic to
cultivating our character and
virtue. To be forgiving of others
means to pardon others. If they
make mistakes, forgive them,
and be tolerant.

If you can conduct yourself
honestly, your character will be pure
and noble. If you can forgive others,
you will benefit others and not pick
on them. This is the teaching of
Confucianism, which is not
beyond the mind. The Chinese
characters for "loyalty" % and

"forgiveness" #% both have a mind

radical at the bottom.

In Taoism, everything depends
on influence and response.
What is meant by influence? It

means, "With influence, there

274 B3 2019 F 02 B
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What 1is

meant by response? It means,

1S a connection."

"There is a response to every
prayer." Anyone who prays
will get his prayers answered.
This is describing the interchange
in the Way between influence and
response.

What is meant by influence
and response? Take the example
of an electric current. When the
electricity is hooked up somewhere,
there can be light. This is what is
meant by: "With influence, there is a
connection. There is a response to
every prayer." It also means that
others can know what you are
thinking. There is mutual influence
and response between people, like
an electric current running between
their minds. Whatever you seek,
you will get. If you are really sincere,
you will have influence and be able
to connect with the gods and spirits.
talks
influence and response, and

Taoism about
thus Laozi wrote the "Essay
on Influence and Response,"
"The Elder
Superior One says: Blessings

which begins,

and calamities have no door,
but people bring them upon
themselves." That is influence and
response. There is no door for
blessings and calamities to enter
through. If you do good deeds, you
will have blessings. If you do
evil, you will suffer calamities.
"The retribution for good and
evil follows one like a shadow."
The rewards for good deeds and

retributions for bad deeds are
just like the shadow of your
body,
everywhere. Wherever you

which follows you

go, your shadow goes along with
you.

Thus heaven and earth have gods
in charge of offenses. Heaven
and earth have four gods in
charge of the year, month, day,
and hour, respectively. There are
always gods and spirits quietly and
invisibly supervising everything.
"Thus heaven and earth have gods
in charge of offenses. They reduce
people's allotted life spans according
to the gravity of their offenses. When
one's life span is reduced, one
meets up with poverty and
waste." To reduce people's life
spans means to shorten their
lives.

One ji % is a period of
twelve years, and we speak of
reducing life spans in terms of ji.
With your life span shortened,
you will also become poor, and
you'll suffer all kinds of misfortunes,
accidents, sicknesses, and bad
reputation. The "Essay on
Influence and Response" says, "With
mfluence, there is a connection.
There is a response to every
prayer." Therefore, Taoism talks
about influence and response.

Buddhism talks
kindness and compassion. What

about

is kindness? It means being kind
to those with whom one has no
affinity. That is, you should be
kind and compassionate to people

Pure Sound From Silicon Valley Newsletter 274 February 2019

who feel no affinity with you,
no matter how they treat you. It
is especially when there is no
affinity that we must be kind to
people. This is kindness for
those without affinities.

There's also the great
compassion of being one with
all. How can we have great
compassion? Great compassion
is a feeling of pity and sympathy.
When we see others suffering, we
also suffer. This is known as
commiserating with the world's
people. We should practice
kindness, compassion, joy, and
giving, because by being kind,
we can make living beings happy,
and by being compassionate, we
can sympathize with living beings
and alleviate their suffering and
afflictions. We should love people
as much as we love ourselves.
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Change Old Habits and Adopt New Principles
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Today is the last day of the
year jia zi [Chinese lunar calendar].
Tomorrow will be the beginning of
the year yi chou. At this time, we
should change our old habits. The
things we did in the past were not
completely proper because of our
bad habits. Starting from tomorrow,
we should adopt new principles and
become new people. If we never
“realize that now we are right and
in the past we were wrong,” we
will not make any progress in
our cultivation and will only be
wasting time.

Everyone! Don’t cover up
your shortcomings, but rather develop
your strengths. It is said, “When you
meet worthy people, strive to be
like them.” We should emulate
Zeng Zi and learn his good habits.
It is recorded in the Analects:

“I daily
examine myself in three ways.

Zeng Zi said,

Have I been loyal to people?
Have I been faithful to my
friends? Have [ reviewed that
which has been taught to me?”
Zeng Zi’s meaning was,
“There are three points upon which
I must examine myself every day:
Have I done my best to carry out
the jobs I'm supposed to do? Have
I been trustworthy with my friends?
Have I reviewed and studied the
lessons I have learned every day?”
We should also reflect upon our-
selves in this way.
The  Three
Classic begins with the words,

Character

9




“In the beginning of people’s
lives, their natures are originally
wholesome. Their natures are
close to wholesomeness, but
their habits carry them far away.
If they are not taught well, their
natures change.” Newborn babies
have inherently wholesome natures.
Their inherent natures are close to
wholesomeness. As they gradually
grow up, they are influenced by
their environment and their
natures become defiled by
habits. There’s a saying, “Dyed
blue, it becomes blue. Dyed
yellow, it becomes yellow.”
Thus, their natures gradually
get farther and farther away from
wholesomeness. So, the line says,
“but their habits carry them far
away.” During this period, if
people are not taught well so that
they can change their old habits
and return to wholesomeness,
then their natures will change.

When we were young, our
parents and teachers taught us
and corrected our bad habits and
faults. When we grow up, there
is no one to teach us. If we want
to change for the better, we must
do it by ourselves. For this reason,
today’s topic is “Change old habits
and adopt new principles.

We should clearly know
our goals. What kind of a person
do we want to be? How can we
be a true Buddhist? What is our
new course of action? What are
our new principles? We need to
be very clear about these questions.
Otherwise, we will not be able to

change our old habits and select
new principles. Everyone should
pay attention to this.

In any case, these are simple
questions. All we have to do is
apply the principle of “doing
no evil and doing all good.” If
everyone follows this course of
action, we will naturally achieve
our goals as human beings.

Our new course of action
is to completely extinguish
jealousy, obstructiveness, arrogance,
and conceit, so that they cease to
function. How do we extinguish
these four improper states of
mind? We can cure them by using
the Four Unlimited Aspects of
Mind: kindness, , joy, and giving.
One who has a kind heart will
not be jealous; one who has a ate
mind will not be obstructive; one
who has a joyful mind will not
be arrogant; and one who has an
attitude of giving will not be
conceited. Look into this and see
if it makes sense to you.

Our new principles are not
to contend, not to be greedy, not
to seek, not to be selfish, not to
pursue personal advantage, and
not to lie. Actually, these are the
old principles of the City of Ten
Thousand Buddhas. You have
heard them many times before,
but you have not seriously prac-
ticed them. Whatever you have
not practiced is new. Once you
have put something into practice,
it is no longer new. Today, I'm
going to play the same old tune
and explain the meaning of these

10

Six Guidelines. I hope you will
all pay attention!

Why do we get upset and
worried? It’s all because of
contention, greed, seeking, the
pursuit of personal advantage,
and lying. These states control us
so that we have no peace in body
or mind. If we could subdue them,
we wouldn’t be so muddled. We’d
have no afflictions or worries, and
at all times we’d be carefree and at
ease. Why aren’t we carefree
and at ease? To put it simply,
it’s because we’re influenced
by these six states.

Everyone should remember
these Six Guidelines of the City of
Ten Thousand Buddhas. As a result
of these principles, I have given up
everything. | have given everything
away to other people. I don’t ask
people to make offerings to me.
Of course, when people make
offerings, 1 don’t refuse them. But
I do my best to practice giving.
Whenever 1 have a chance, I
practice a little giving. If there’s
something I can do, I put some
effort into it. If something is beyond
my ability, I don’t force myself'to do
it.

All of you think it over. If you
could be this way, what worries
could you possibly have? What
would you be unable to let go
of? If you can earnestly practice
these Six Guidelines, you will truly
understand the Buddhadharma. In
other words, these Six Guidelines
en the truths of the Buddhadharma

NWBERES $£274H3 2019 02 A
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GoOLD SAGE MONASTERY ANNOUNCEMENT OF DHARMA ASSEMBLIES

E| f}}iF [FI*J Buddhist Events in February , 2019

2/ 34 Y ¢ 8:15Am~ 4:00PM
Y - Thousand Buddhas Repentance Dharma Assembly
New year
2/34.5 55 AN @Lﬁiﬁ,@ﬁ?ﬁr‘“fl i£ZH 7 Maitreya bodhisattva’s birthday
T ﬁ,’@%{%ﬁiﬁ rs’j The Shurangama Repentance
A f{ (8:15AM~4:00PM )
2 /10 Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation
;'%?‘J ['?'J%@?E{Eﬂ%{%ﬁ Elders’ Dharma Study Group 9:00AM~12:30PM
JE[E I 2/11~3/3 & ’%—Eﬁ 7 ( weekday 1.pm. Sat & Sun. 8:15am~ afternoon )
Avatamsaka Sutra Recitation
(Sunday)
B BHHE €7 (8:00AM~8:50AM )
The Shurangama Mantra Recitation
2/17,24
ST (9:00AM~10:50AM )
Lecture on the Shurangama Sutra
Z 1 pm A F e E ﬁ;f Great Compassion Repentance
E| V}ir iF7 Buddhist Events in March 2019 FIHH Date o] gﬁ
& Bk €7 Avatamsaka Sutra Recitation J 173 weekday 1pm
= A1 F[[ Sat & Sun. 8: 15am~ afternoon
A X FT Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation 3/10 Z 11 8:15AM~4:00PM

@j{, jﬁ K%;;El#@ﬁikﬁ Celebration of Gwan Yin Bodhisattva’s Birthday |3/25 74—  8:30AM~ 10AM % ir‘FEfJ

#EBRHHILE (1 The Shurangama Mantra Recitation 3/17,31 i | 18AM~8:50AM (GSM)
B RS RE % Lecture on the Shurangama Sutra 3/17,31 T 9am~ 10:50AM
A ﬂF Great Compassion Repentance ZF1 (Everyday) 1 pm

ST ¥ P L
Celebratin of Gwan YmFBochlsattva s Birthday 3/243 B 1k B R
PEFHREHS TN EEWANES - HHR3A210 RS © (CTTB)

Gold Sage Monastery will arrange bus tour for same-day travel.
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The Flower Adornment Assembly

4 EFHA2AIIBE3A3E BRITER €
L 2/1123/3847 3% k@ > T L0 » 20~ B F E8IFIS#e £ F F
2. 3A23B(EHs< -~ B)wER TSR o

B R R IR 5w |

1. The Flower Adornment Sutra will be reverently recited at Gold Sage Monastery
starting at 1:00 pm during February 11 to March 3, 2019,
Saturday and Sunday starting from 8:15 am to afternoon

2.

The special schedule on March 2,3 are Recitation of the Avatamsaka Syllabary

o
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