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We should learn from the Bodhisattvas

to help people and enlighten all beings.
Then the Land of Ultimate Bliss is right before us.

— g2 LA %%/ By the Venerable Master Hua
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No fighting, no greed, no seeking, no selfishness, no pursuing personal advantage, and no lying.
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Knowing Afflictions and Making Bodhi Resolve
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Excerpt from The Flower Adornment Sutra Commentary by Venerable Master Hua
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Cultivation is a bodhisattva’s job. If a bodhisattva does not cultivate, he/she will be out of work.

—ERDEA

4%/ By the Venerable Master Hua
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The Bodhisattva wishes to
teach and transform livings,
but in order to do so, he has to
understand living beings’
potentials and tendencies.
Understanding living beings’
potentials and tendencies is
understanding their desires,
what living beings like. The
Bodhisattva wants to understand
how much greed and desire
each living being has, if they
have a lot of afflictions.
However, if greed and desire
are small, ten afflictions are
few. There are those who have
greed for fame, and those who
have greed for gain. Those
who have greed for fame die
by fire. Those who have greed
for gain die by water. Fame
harms people and so does gain,
but people do not recognize
this, so they give rise to greed
for them.

There are those who
have greed for wealth, greed
for sex, greed for food, and
greed for sleep. Therefore,
wealth, sex, fame, food, and
sleep are the five roots of the
hells. Going back and forth in
greed, you don’t know when
you will fall into the hells. In
the world there are two kinds

of people: those who have
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greed for fame and those who
have greed for gain. As one
who has left the home life, you
may have greed to become a
great monk; you may have
greed to become a great
Dharma Master; and when
one becomes old, then one has
greed to be an elder monk.

There are those who
are greed to be the most fa-
mous Dharma Masters in the
world, and there are those who
are greedy to the most powerful
Dharma Masters, that is, with
the most money. But they
don’t know that being greedy
to be an elder Dharma Master
is not far from being greedy to
be a dead Dharma Master.
They don’t know that greedy
people die from greed. Those
who have greed for sex, die in
sex. Those who have greed
for fame, die in fame. Those
who have greed for eating,
die in eating. Those who
have greed for sleep, die in
sleep. The more one sleeps the
more confused one becomes.
The more confused one gets
the more one wants to sleep,
until this reaches the point
that one dies in one’s sleep.
So the people who fast want
to cure their sickness of greed
for eating.

Whoever doesn’t wish
to solely seek fame should
cure their disease of greed for
fame. Whoever doesn’t want
to have a lot of sexual desire,
should break up his or her
thoughts
People use thoughts of rever-

of sexual desire.
ence to get rid of thoughts of
sexual desire. You do not
want to neglect the practice of
reverence. Using reverence to
cure desire is the work of the
sage.

The sage also has
desire, but his desire is to
use reverence to cure desire.
He doesn’t

thoughts of desire. He doesn’t

move with

let his thoughts of desire run
wild. So he is able to become
a sage. If you truly maintain
the precept against holding
money, that is cutting off one
of the five rots to the hells,
which are wealth, sex, fame,
eating and sleeping, and then
you won’t run off into the hells.
Wealth, sex, fame, eating and
sleeping are the five roots of
hell. If you have a lot of
money, when you die, you
can’t take a single penny with
you. So even if you have

greed for it, what use is it?

Sex is the manifestation
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of ignorance. It is practiced
by stupid people. So what’s
so special about it?

Fame is also false. So I
always tell you, if someone
asks me what my name is, I
say I have many names. One is
An Tzu, another is “the living
dead person.”’another is Tu
Lun, another is “the monk in
the grave,” and another is
All of these
names are false names. None

Hsuan Hua.

are true. Ultimately, what is
my true name? My true name
is "living being.” And another
of my true names is “Buddha.”
Why? Because living beings
can become Buddhas. I have
vowed that I will wait until all
living beings have become
Buddhas before I become a
Buddha. Can you say this
name is incorrect? I am also
called “mind,” because living
beings, and the Buddha, do
not go beyond a single
thought of the mind. So
”mind” is also one of my true
names. Mind, Buddha, and
living beings- - these three
have no difference. So they are
my true names. If someone asks

you, "who is your teacher?”

say,

“My teacher is a living being.”

“Who is your teacher?”
“Buddha.”
“Our minds.”

With the exception of
these three, all others are false
names. Yet, if you’re attached
to these, that is also a mistake.
They are all false. So you
want to get rid of the affliction
of greed and desire that is, the
“greed.”

The affliction of anger.
Hatred means having anger.
Why is there hatred? It is
because of greed. You hate
whoever doesn’t fulfill you
wishes or whoever does not
satisfy your greedy intentions.
When you give rise to hatred,
and the other person also
gives rise to hatred, then you
would fight with each other to
the point that either you die or
the other dies.. When country
fights country, it is because of
greed. If there wasn’t any
greed and there weren’t two
people who are angry with
one another, then who would
fight with each other? No one
would be fighting. Fighting
between two countries comes
about because of the fighting
between the rulers of those
countries.

You feel that the

6

government officials of my
country have done you wrong,
and I feel that your country’s
officials have done me wrong.
So there’s mutual dissension
and fighting. When there’s
mutual dissension and fighting.
When there’s mutual greed for
each other’s gains, fighting
arises. I may have greed for
your country’s gains, and you
don't relinquish them to me.
Or perhaps you wish to obtain
the gain of my country, and I
don’t want to concede them to
you. As a result, there is
fighting. Countries go to war
and countless people die of it.
People die just because they
wish to obtain a little advantage.
This is the affliction of hatred.

Next is the afflictions
of stupidity. Stupidity is being
stupid and dumb. Stupidity
is having no concern for
anything, and not having
any knowledge of principles.
One’s mind is mixed up and
confused, without any regard
of concern for anything at all.
starts
fires, or steals. One would do

Therefore, one Kkills,
anything. One does not consider
whether it is right or wrong;
one just goes and does it. This
is the affliction of stupidity,
and these are all stupid actions.

WS $£278 H1 2019 F 06 B



And there is the afflictions
of having an equal share of all of
these- - an equal proportion of
greed, anger, and stupidity,
and others. For example, there
is already so much greed, so
much hatred, and so much stu-
pidity, yet
could be divided and expanded

there afflictions

to become one million, or a
hundred million afflictions—
so many that they are innumerable!
So the Bodhisattva wishes to
know about all these kinds of
afflictions, and to cut off the
root of all afflictions. The
Bodhisattva wises to cut off
all the fundamental afflictions.
What are the fundamental
afflictions? They are greed,
hatred, and stupidity. If one
were to speak of them in
great detail, one could not
speak of them to the end, even
exhausting the limits of the
future.

If people have a sense
of self then they have afflictions,
and if one does not have a self,
then one has no afflictions. But
most people cannot put down
the self, and because they
cannot put down the self, all
kinds of afflictions arise. If
you have a self, then you have
what belongs to self: “This

belongs to me; that is mine;
that also belongs to me.”
These are all afflictions. The
afflictions of the arrogance of
self. “arrogance” means being
proud. One thinks that oneself
has more ability than other
people, so one becomes arrogant
about one’s ability. This leads to
afflictions. The Bodhisattva
wishes to understand this,
and to enlighten to all afflictions
exhaustively without remainder.
He is able to understand all
afflictions as being empty.
They all are non-existent. If
you have afflictions, then
you have attachments and
you will create karma. But if
afflictions are empty, then
karma will also be empty.
All karma is created from
afflictions.

All  afflictions
from greed, anger and stupidity,

arise

also from selfishness and
ignorance. These are the
fundamental afflictions.
Upside-down discriminations
produce these fundamental
afflictions, which in turn give
rise to subsidiary afflictions.
Greed, hatred, and stupidity
further give rise to evil views.
In general, evil views can be
divided into five types, which

arc:
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e the view of a body,

® cxtreme views,

® views concerning precepts,

e views of views, and deviant
Views.

From the view of a
body there arise 62 kinds of
improper views. These are
simply baseless theories
dreamed up by those of
heterodox persuasions who
have no wunderstanding of
what form is, yet cling to these
views which are nonsense.

These 62 kinds of
views arise because someone
is looking for something to do
when there is nothing to do;
and because of discrimination,
afflictions arise. All of the 62
views are afflictions. If you
can subdue these 62 views then
you can subdue all afflictions.
Do you understand? So you
can’t say that they are real. To
think there are the 62 views is
a false consideration. These
views arise from false
considerations and they are
not real. They are only
names without any real
With
names there arise the 62 views
and all kinds of afflictions. The

Bodhisattva wishes to subdue

meaning. these

all afflictions that arise from
the 62 kinds of improper
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views. Therefore he brings
forth the Bodhi mind. You
should subdue all afflictions
in this way. But you don’t
want to think that there are
really 62 views. How can one
tell that they do not really
exist? If you look in the Su
Ch'ao you will see the
character chi which means
to reckon. Yu reckon “form
is me. I have form. form is
me. I am in form.” Isn’t this
right? And so only through
discriminations there arise the
62 views. The Buddha, in
with
considerations,

order to accord
people’s
spoke of the 62 views to break
up their afflictions. He said,
"since you have 62 views, you

have all kinds of afflictions.”

Because of covering,
there arise afflictions. Afflic-
tions belong to darkness (yin),
and obscurity, like when the
sun can’t be seen. The sun
belongs to yang. Our originally
bright nature is covered by five
kinds of black clouds of greed
and desire. An example of
greed and desire is when a
man feels he has to go look
for a girlfriend, and a woman
feels she has to look for
boyfriend.

By seeking something
you become “covered.” What
is covered? The wisdom of
your inherent nature and its
the pure light. This is like the
sun, which gets covered up by
five clouds. This covering
causes you to give rise to
afflictions, and it is analogous
to a man trying to find a
girlfriend. Because he searches
but can’t find one, he tries all
kinds of methods to find one.
He runs off to search in the
church, a garden, or a bus station,
or a grocery store, or he goes to
a movie show, a musical play,
or a dance to search for her.
He can’t find a girlfriend, so
he gives rise to afflictions.
Wouldn’t you say this is a
covering?

And there

anger. After giving rise

is also

to the affliction of anger,
one sees that there is just no
way to find a girlfriend and
so one goes to sleep. One
only wants to sleep and eat.
This is called muddled sleep.
When one sleeps until one is
then
restlessness arises. When

totally  confused,

restlessness comes, one
doesn’t know anything. One
doesn’t know what is right

and wrong. From restlessness

arise more doubts, so that one
doesn’t believe anything at
all. So because greed and desire
are not fulfilled, there arise five
kinds of coverings.

Also, there’s another
way to explain them. What are
the five kinds of black clouds?
They are wealth, sex, fame,
food, and sleep. If you have
greed for wealth, or sex, or
fame, or food, or sleep, you cover
up your own wisdom-nature.
Those are the five coverings.

How would you explain
the affliction of obstructions? If
you don’t know, just that is an
obstruction, which produces
afflictions like when you say,
"l don’t know.” Knowing is
also an obstruction — the
obstruction of knowledge.
The obstruction of knowledge
is just not knowing. Because
of knowledge, one knows too
much, so that what one knows
also becomes an obstruction,
This is attachment to Dharma.
You may say the obstruction
of affliction is attachment to
self. There are two kinds of
obstructions.

You can also add the

three obstructions, that is, the
obstruction of afflictions, the

WSS £ 278H) 2019 F 068



obstruction of karma, and the
obstruction of retribution.
Ultimately, how many of
these obstructions are there?
However many you wish to
say. So this is the affliction of
obstruction. It’s because there
are afflictions of coverings and
afflictions of obstruction, all of
which are very heavy afflictions,
that he brings forth a mind of
great compassion and of
rescuing and protecting. A
mind of great compassion
is a mind of great kindness
and compassion. It is also a
mind of sympathy and pity for
living beings.

So it is said,
”Compassion pulls beings out
of suffering.” It takes living
beings out of suffering. This is
the mind of great compassion.

A mind of great compassion

does not see people’s faults.
Therefore it is also said, "All
Buddhas and Bodhisattvas do
not see the faults of living
which is the
manifestation of the mind of

beings,”

great compassion. This is the
mind of great compassion
flowing forth. The mind of
“rescuing and protection” is
the mind which rescues and
protects all living beings. The
Bodhisattva brings forth these
kinds of minds.

You people do not see
this, but people have many
afflictions which are mutually
intertwined like a net. You trap
me and I binds you. You won’t
allow me to get out of the triple
realm and I won’t allow you to
escape the turning wheel. We
are bound and entangled like
this, so that within the turning

wheel of the six paths, we are
unable to get out. To be
unable to get out is being in
the double net of afflictions.
You afflictions are connected
with my afflictions, and my
afflictions are also connected
with your afflictions, and
they mutually produce more
afflictions. Now, the Bodhisattva
wishes to sever the net of
afflictions which ensnares
us, and to cause the nature of
all wisdom to be purified. It is
because he wishes to recover the
purity of our inherent wisdom
nature—our wondrous, bright
and true mind, that he brings
forth the

anuttarasamyaksambodhi.

resolve for

Because of this he brings
forth the resolve for Unsurpassed,
Right and Equal Enlightenment.

URBRMT 8 > LALREEA THRE - wRFAWHE AR

o TR [ A RAR

Hyhg o

 ERABIVL TG AE S 9% T RE AR

One who wishes to become a Buddha and realize the Way must first repent of his karmic
offenses. If one hopes to become a Buddha without being repentant, it's like cooking sand
and hoping to get rice. You can cook for as many eons as there are sands in the Ganges
River, but you'll never succeed.

—g 2 kA %%/ By the Venerable Master Hua
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By the Venerable Master Hua
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‘ ~ hat is Buddhadharma? It is a key; a key

which opens a lock. Lecturing the Dharma is just
speaking about this key. Explaining Dharma is
speaking of a key. The key of wisdom opens the
lock of ignorance. Ignorance has you all locked
up so you don’t know anything. A Bodhisattva
brings forth the Bodhi mind so that he/she can
find the key. Basically it is not lost, but you don’t
know how to use it. The Bodhisattva’s intention is
to find the key of wisdom to open up the locks of
ignorance of all living beings.

The Way and virtue are a person's foundation.
They are to us what roots are to a tree. Once we
have the Way and virtue, we can stand on our
own feet. But with no base under our feet, we
have no place to stand. We are in a fix, unable to
advance or retreat, and we cannot accomplish
anything. If we can actually practice these two
things, then we can establish a good character
and naturally be successful in whatever we
do. So it's said, “The Way and virtue are the
foundation of being a person.” The Analects of
Confucius also say, “The superior person attends
to the root. When the root is established, the Way
comes forth.” Only when the fundamentals are
tended to can the Way come forth. This is wise
advice from the ancients.
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GoOLD SAGE MONASTERY ANNOUNCEMENT OF DHARMA ASSEMBLIES

=+ E| f}}iﬁ F7 Buddhist Events in June , 2019

6/2

P MIERT A PEEF S (8:15AM~10:50AM )

24th Anniversry of Venerabre Master Hua’s Entering Nirvana
?FJ E} Eéﬁ‘{’?%{_ﬁljﬁ#] Chapter on Universal Worthy’s Conduct and Vows
[Hifff Passing offerings

PG
(Sunday) |6/16,23

ﬁé'@%ﬂ??ﬁ (8:00AM~8:50AM )

The Shurangama Mantra Recitation

PRS2 (9:00AM~10:50AM )
Lecture on the Shurangama Sutra

AP s ﬁ (8:15AM~ 4:00PM )

6/30
Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation
P 6/1 g %ﬁ:i}l%‘i—Medicine King Bodhisattva’s Birthday (8:30AM )
Z1 [ pm *?fl%’é%?iﬁﬁ Great Compassion Repentance

groe Bt AR A U= Eﬁﬁ
24th Anniversry of Venerable Master Hua’s Entering Nirvana 6/9 FIJ I'QEF'%
&SP SR A 66T ¢ - it | (CTTB)
GSM will arrange bus tour for same-day travel. Please sign up before June 6.
= 1) ﬁﬁﬁ Buddhist Events in July, 2019 FIHH Date i %!T
AP R FT Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation 7/7 Y5 8:15AM ~4:00PM
5 B ’F’T The Shurangama Mantra Recitation 7/14,28 ! 8AM ~8:50AM

s : = R
B RS % Lecture on the Shurangama Sutra 7/14,28 i F1 9AM~10:50AM (—GjSPNJI)
@*ﬁig'jﬁ ?'[ %:F&lﬁiif bﬁ' Gwan Yin Bodhisattva’s Enlightenment | 7/21 5[ ! 8:15AM
*?-Ef%ﬁikﬁ Great Compassion Repentance [ (Everyday) 1 pm
%ﬂ:@?’ Ty" e ?AT 7/21 FJ Pizpb
Celebration of Gwan Yin Bodhisattva’s Enlightenment (CTTR)
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Dharma Realm Buddhist Association

Gold Sage Monastery
11455 Clayton Road, San Jose, CA 95127
Tel : (408) 923-7243 / Fax: (408) 923-1064

FER B g MUt www.drbaorg
website: http://drbagsm.org
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GSM Summer Sunday School will start from July. 7, 2019

i T Fv[mﬁﬁf 145 F‘T&”Z ‘%FW ?% i le,q/ﬁﬁﬁﬁiﬁi i SRRl

e %ﬁ’f SEET AR

Please do not let the time pass in vain, cherish the formative years in your children’s life, and
bring them to this pure wayplace, so that they become deeply rooted in the virtues of filial piety,
kindness, compassion, and gratitude. This summer school courses are rich and interesting.

Jﬂ%“%'ﬁgj 12019 F TE|TFI~8E11F!
FWIETRI -9~ 11 [

SEIF R 3~17 5%

Y B §205

e

Time :

Fee

: 3-17 years old
: $20

J o

Sunday 9:00AM — 11:00AM,
July 7 to Aug. 11,2019
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