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Be patient for a second.

Let the wind and waves die down.
Step back and reflect on how the sea is vast and the sky profound.
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No fighting, no greed, no seeking, no selfishness, no pursuing personal advantage, and no lying.
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Don’t Wait to Cultivate
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By the Venerable Master Hua
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Only when you are no longer greedy, can you put everything down. Only after putting everything

down, can you be at ease. Only when you are at ease, can your great wisdom be revealed and

perfect enlightenment realized.

—EAEA

3%/ By the Venerable Master Hua
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The true mind of living beings
is no different from that of the
Buddha's. How come the Buddha
has  accomplished  proper
enlightenment, while we are
still transmigrating in the six
paths? Why are we still muddled
and confused, obsessed with love
all day long, unable to relinquish
our attachments to our spouse
and our children? Why are we
always caught up in the six kinds
of sense perception?

Some people regard their
families as far more important
than studying Buddhism, and
they always say, "I have my
responsibilities." Well, when
you die, who is going to take
care of your responsibilities?
Your attitude shows a confusion
of priorities. If you realize that you
should cultivate, just cultivate.
Why have so many unnecessary
concerns?

A Sutra says: "The
Buddha, the World Honored
One, has
power and wisdom." Spiritual

infinite  spiritual

power is itself wisdom. Wisdom

guides spiritual power. Spiritual
power and wisdom are two, and
yet not two. If you lack wisdom,
you will not have spiritual power
either. These come from the
adornment of merit and virtue.
"Living beings have
only infinite karmic bonds and
With
reflection, we'll see that our

afflictions." careful
various relationships with people
are actually karmic entanglements.
Having recklessly created karmic
affinities in the past, we are now
dragged about by our karma. We
may want to escape the Triple
Realm, but our karma will not let
us. We have a mixture of good
and bad karma, pure and defiled
karma, karma of self and of others,
and right and wrong karma, and it
all comes forth. Hindered by our
afflictions and caught up in birth
and death, we pass our days in
confusion.

Do you want to cultivate?
"The time isn't right." Would you
like to cultivate? "I'll wait a little
while." You keep procrastinating:
"I'll wait a few more years until the
children have grown up." "I'l

wait a few more years until the
children are married." "I'll wait
until I see my grandchildren."
"T'll wait until the grandchildren
are married." "I haven't seen my
great grandchildren yet." When
will it ever end? Don't be taken
in by the false happiness of the
world. It is said,

Fame and benefit are
trivial, But everybody craves them.
Birth and death are important, Yet
no one guards against them.

Many people worry that
their children won't have money
to spend, so they struggle to
build an empire for them. The
result:

When one has great wealth
and property, One's descendants
will have great nerve: Not afraid
of anything under the sky,
They won't stop until they
have destroyed themselves
and their families. When one has
little wealth and property, One's
descendants will not be so bold.
Petty problems are easily solved;
With modest assets, they will
suffer few calamities.

The more money we leave
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you only need to have faith, and then you can break through all difficult states.
“Everything is made from the mind alone.”
If you think something is difficult. then it will be difficult; if you think it is easy, it will be easy.

—E 2 kA %3/ By the Venerable Master Hua
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to our children, the easier it is for
them to bring great misfortunes
upon themselves. The less money,
the fewer the problems. It is also
said,

If the son is more capable
than the father, What need is there
to leave him wealth? If the son is
weaker than the father, What's
the use of leaving him money?

If your child is capable,
why should you leave him
money? If your child is weak,
leaving him money only harms
him, for he will use that money
to eat, drink, be promiscuous,
and gamble, generally leading a
dissipated life.

"Although the nature of
the mind is basically the same,
delusion and enlightenment are
as far apart as the sky and a deep
abyss." Our minds are essentially
the same as that of the Buddha.
However, our delusion 1is
worlds apart from the Buddha's
enlightenment. "Quietly reflecting
upon this, shouldn't we feel
ashamed?" We are mindful of

our sons and daughters, but not

of the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas.

Instead of thinking about how
hard the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas
work, we only know how to toil
for our children, sending them to
universities so that they can
earn doctorates and become
super-achievers and high executives
in the future. Then we will have
chauffeured cars, gourmet food,
fancy mansions, and all the luxury
we could wish for.

"When you accomplish
the cultivation of virtue, the
virtue of your nature will
manifest." When you have
virtue in your cultivation, your
inherent wisdom and spiritual

power will spontaneously manifest.

There is a saying:

Intelligence is aided by
hidden virtue. Hidden virtue
brings about intelligence. People
who do not believe in hidden
virtue Will be hindered by their
own intelligence.

Hidden virtue refers to

acts of merit and virtue

done anonymously--invisible
good deeds. This means secretly
helping others without taking
credit for it. It is said,

The goodness that we
make known is not true goodness.
The evil that we fear will leak
out is great evil.

You don't have to advertise,
"Did you know that I built a temple
in Thailand, repaired a bridge in
Singapore, and built a pagoda in
Hong Kong?”

How do I know where
you got your money? Is it clean
money? Did you steal or cheat to
obtain it? If so, your merit and
virtue won't be sufficient to wipe
out the offenses you committed.
You cannot cheat the Buddha.
You cannot go to the temple and
say, "Lord Buddha, I will give
you some money if you eradicate
my offenses." The Buddha doesn't
take bribes.

Therefore, a Sutra says,
"Don't disappoint the Buddha,
and don't let yourself down."
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All of us should vigorously study the Buddhadharma; studying the Buddhadharma is
much more important than earning money. Nurturing and strengthening the Dharma-body
and wisdom-life surpasses earning money by hundreds and thousands of times.

—E 2 LA %%/ By the Venerable Master Hua
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Apply Efforts on the Six Great Principles

HAEA-NN=ZFEFIRRGE

A talk given by the Venerable Master Hua in Taiwan, 1993
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Everyone, put your palms

together and close your eyes.
Don't look at me. Look into
your own heart, and see if your
Buddha-nature is there. What
kind of nature is inside you--a
Buddha-nature, a human nature,
a ghost nature, or an animal na-
ture? Shine your light within,
and seek within yourself. Don't
look at me. I'm not even up to a
ghost, and it's useless for you to
look at me. Look at yourself, and
see whether you are a Buddhist
disciple who does not fight, is
not greedy, does not seek, does
not pursue personal gain, and
does not tell lies. If you can
practice these Six Great Principles,
then you have more or less
fulfilled your human role. Yet
you are still far from Buddhahood,

and you have to start from these
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Six Great Principles to become a
Buddha. If you continue to fight,
to be greedy, to seek for something,
to be so selfish and self-benefitting,
and to tell lies, not only are you
not a disciple of the Buddha, you
cannot even be considered the
disciple of a ghost.

All of you who have
studied Buddhism for many
years, have you worked on not
fighting, not being greedy, not
seeking, not being selfish, not
pursuing personal gain, and not
lying? If you have worked on
these, then you are close to
Buddhism. If you have not,
then you are far from even
satisfying the conditions for
being a person. If you fail to
meet the conditions for being a
human being, because you are so
aggressive, so greedy, always
seeking outside, being selfish
and self-benefiting, and always
lying to yourself and others, and
saying untruthful things, then
you do not have what it takes to
be a Buddhist disciple.

I don't talk about anything
else, just this--no fighting, no greed,
no seeking, no selfishness, no
pursuit of personal gain, and no
lying. At the City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas, people hear about these

ideals and principles every day.

Have we been able to practice
them? No! And that includes
myself. Although we haven't
been able to practice them, we
wish to follow these guidelines
to learn how to be good human
beings and how to be Buddhists.
We are willing to learn, and to
improve ourselves.

What is my purpose in
coming to Taiwan this time? I
have come to bring you blessings.
If any one among you can act
according to these Six Great
Principles, you will obtain limitless
blessings and virtue. If you do not
embrace these Six Great Principles,
then no matter what lofty and
esoteric principles 1 speak
about, it is just "forsaking what
is near to seek afar, renouncing

the roots to chase after the

branch tips.”

If you wish to go far away, you
have to start from what is near.
If you wish to climb up high, you

have to start from what is low.

If you start by meeting
the basic requirements, then you
can certainly aspire to become a
Buddha. If you haven't met them,
then you must work hard, and
not let this opportunity pass you
by.
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True Happiness

TNEA—HIEZFRTHAEH

A talk given by the Venerable Master Hua in Taiwan, 1993
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V- ~ hat is happiness? True

happiness is not worldly happiness.
Rather, it is a happiness that is
always present in your own
mind, which you need not look
for outside. If you seek outside,
you won't find the ultimate happiness.
If you want the ultimate happiness,
you must have considerable
cultivation, considerable learning,
and considerable attainment. Only
then will there be peace and joy in
your own nature, which is the real
happiness. If you seek for
happiness outside, you may
attain it, but it will only last for a
moment. If you fail to attain it, you
will be full of afflictions. If you are
insatiably greedy, you worry about
getting things, and then you worry
about losing them. None of this is

true happiness. True happiness
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comes from not seeking anything.
When you reach the state of
seeking nothing, you have no
worries. Seeking nothing, you
have true happiness, and your
nature is stable and tranquil.

You can search outside
all you want, but you won't find
true happiness anywhere. The
enjoyment we pursue in this
world--eating, drinking, making
merry, driving an expensive car,
owning a plane, or buying a
ship and taking a cruise--is this
happiness? This is just wasting
your energy and wasting your
wisdom. True wisdom cannot be
found in these external things.
True joy comes from being
carefree and happy. We all
have this within us, and we
need not search outside for it.
But people always seek outside
themselves, and end up cheating,
flattering, and fighting one
another in order to obtain an
artificial happiness. The Buddha
said such people are to be pitied.
They are lamentable. So do not
forsake what is fundamental to
pursue the superficial. Do not act
in an upside-down way. What
I've just said is something no one
likes to hear.

What do I call happiness?
Not fighting is happiness. Not
being greedy is happiness.
Seeking nothing is happiness.
Not being selfish is happiness.
Not wanting to benefit yourself is
happiness even more. Not telling

lies--that's true happiness. If you
lie, you will feel remorse in your
heart because you know you have
deceived someone, and there will
be a stain on your conscience. If
you are a person with no conscience,
that's another story. People's minds
are not the way they were in
ancient times; morality has
perished; and the world deteriorates
day by day. In this situation, we
must quickly awaken. How can we
awaken? If we are students, we
should apply ourselves diligently,
studying in the morning and in
the evening. In the past, Zhong Ni
(Confucius) took Xiang Tuo as
his teacher. We must pursue our
studies as earnestly as the
woodcutter who put his book on
a log he was hauling, the oxherd
who hung his book from the
horn of the ox he was riding, the
student who studied at night by
the light of fireflies collected in a
pouch, or the boy who read by the
moonlight reflected off the snow.
Only then can we be considered
true students. We should not just
seek ease and comfort all day
long and enjoy ourselves instead
of studying. That is not happiness.
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Do not seek the Way in high places or in

faraway places, the Way is right in front of you, it
is in your own mind. If you can truly understand
your own mind, which is like a wild horse or a
naughty monkey. Only when you can hold firm
your horse-like mind and watch carefully your
monkey-like thoughts, can you receive responses

from your cultivation.

Pure, means without defilement, that is, devoid
of the defilement of love and views. "Treasury" has
the connotation of containing and encompassing. It
contains great compassion. Compassion is able to
eradicate suffering. Why is this said to be a
"Treasury of pure, great compassion"? Because it
is devoid of a defiled kind of love. The love that
most living beings understand is a defiled love
which is impure. Pure loving-kindness is not
tainted by defiled thoughts. The difference between
this loving-kindness and worldly defiled love is very
slight. Since the difference is so slight, one thought
may be pure, and the very next thought may be
defiled. The pure thought and the defiled
thought are not really two different thoughts.
They are actually a single thought. If this
thought is not defiled, then it is pure. If it is not
pure, then it is defiled. Compassionate love has the

power to rescue all living beings. It is a virtue.
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GoOLD SAGE MONASTERY ANNOUNCEMENT OF DHARMA ASSEMBLIES

- =K p}iﬁﬁﬁ Buddhist Events in December, 2019

H P! 1271 72 EVETEE € (8:15AM~ 4:30PM )
(Sunday) The Jeweled Repentance of Emperor Liang
H PN 10 AR S (YR (8:30AM~10:00AM )
(Thu.) Celebration of Amitabha Buddha’s Birthday
PERHHTE €7 (8:00AM~8:50AM )
/ The Shurangama Mantra Recitation
S 12/15
f‘f dE %’%‘}{}%5& (9:00AM~10:50AM )
(Sunday) Lecture on the Shurangama Sutra
Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation
i’ﬁ_’{‘ ’ E [ ].2/28 29 \E"‘ﬁ \Et "f (SZISAMN afternoon )
(Sat. Sunday) ’ Sutra on the Lotus Flower of the Wondrous Dharma Recitation
5E1 pm NG
Dharma Assembly of Great Compassion Repentance

L[ qid ) IR E-Celebration of Amitabha Buddha's Birthday

12/ 8 &} FJJ

- k| f}]iﬁéﬁ Buddhist Events in January, 2020

FIH Date

1/1 ¥54=  8:30AM ~10:00AM

iﬁj»?l FE#E The Disaster Eradicating Auspicious Spirit Mantra

P37 P [#455SEL LT Anniversary of Shakyamuni Buddha’s Enlightenment

1/2 Y54 8:30AM~10:00AM

HBiHlE ¢ The Shurangama Mantra Recitation

1/5 #&F18:15aM ~2:30PM

BBIE ¢ The Shurangama Mantra Recitation

1/12,19 74 '8AM~8:50AM

s

BERgREFE"E  Lecture on the Shurangama Sutra

1/12 ,1948 ! 9AM~10:50AM

A

3 Days of Buddha Recitation

1/24 25,26 ¥~ ~ = ~ |1
8:15AM ~4:00PM

NNk FT Dharma Assembly of Great Compassion Repentance

£ [ (Everyday ) 1 pm

£
(GSM)
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3 Days of Buddha Recitation —Special Dharma Event for Chinese New Year.
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The Gold Sage Monastery will conducting
3 Days of Buddha Recitation

Time: Jan. 24 ~26, ( Friday, Sat. Sunday ) from 8:15 am to 4:00 pm.
Set up Plaques for Lengthening Life and for the Rebirth are available.

£ 5 20200 P L EVTF T BT £ SF
GSM Sunday School spring season will start from Jan. 5, 2020

ST - 1 F] S pr=6]7 £12020 F Time : Jan. 5 to June 7, 2020,
FHAF! ﬁ‘l‘%?ﬁ ~11 Eﬁ Sunday, 9AM ~ 11AM
Fllﬁp ~ 318 5 Age :3-18 years old

Fee :$70, Second child: $50
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