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Wishing you a new year with ——
Resolve is as the evergreen enduring the seasons.
Vows are as the lotus lifting itself above the mud.
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No fighting, no greed, no seeking, no selfishness, no pursuing personal advantage, and no lying.
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Change Old Habits and Adopt New Principles
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A talk given by the Venerable Master Hua
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Today is the last day of the
year jia zi [Chinese lunar calendar].
Tomorrow will be the beginning of
the year yi chou. At this time, we
should change our old habits. The
things we did in the past were not
completely proper because of our
bad habits. Starting from tomorrow,
we should adopt new principles and
become new people. If we never
“realize that now we are right and
in the past we were wrong,” we
will not make any progress in our
cultivation and will only be wasting
time.

Everyone! Don’t cover up
your shortcomings, but rather develop
your strengths. It is said, “When
you meet worthy people, strive to
be like them.” We should emulate
Zeng Zi and learn his good habits.
It is recorded in the Analects:

Zeng Zi said, “I daily ex-
amine myself in three ways. Have
1 been loyal to people? Have I
been faithful to my friends? Have
I reviewed that which has been
taught to me?”’

Zeng 7Zi’s meaning was,
“There are three points upon
which I must examine myself
every day: Have I done my best
to carry out the jobs I’m supposed
to do? Have I been trustworthy
with my friends? Have I reviewed
and studied the lessons I have
learned every day?” We should
also reflect upon ourselves in this
way.

The Three Character Classic
begins with the words, “In the beginning

of people’s lives, their natures are
originally wholesome. Their natures
are close to wholesomeness, but their
habits carry them far away. If they
are not taught well, their natures
change.” Newborn babies have
inherently wholesome natures.
Their inherent natures are close to
wholesomeness. As they gradually
grow up, they are influenced by
their environment and their natures
become defiled by habits. There’s a
saying, “Dyed blue, it becomes
blue. Dyed yellow, it becomes
Thus, their

gradually get farther and farther

yellow.” natures
away from wholesomeness. So, the
line says, “but their habits carry them
far away.” During this period, if
people are not taught well so that
they can change their old habits and
return to wholesomeness, then their
natures will change.

When we were young, our
parents and teachers taught us and
corrected our bad habits and faults.
When we grow up, there is no one
to teach us. If we want to change
for the better, we must do it by
ourselves. For this reason, today’s
topic is “Change old habits and
adopt new principles.”

We should clearly know our
goals. What kind of a person do we
want to be? How can we be a true
Buddhist? What is our new course of
action? What are our new principles?
We need to be very clear about these
questions. Otherwise, we will not be
able to change our old habits and
select new principles. Everyone
should pay attention to this.
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What is true science?
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A talk given by the Venerable Master Hua in Taiwan, 1993
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AII Good and Wise Advisors:

since I never studied science or
philosophy, I am an outsider to
these subjects. You are really
giving me a difficult task by
asking me to speak on these
I will

say a few unscientific and

subjects. Nevertheless,
unphilosophical words.
What is science? What is
philosophy? These two terms are
very abstract. Science deals with
wisdom, and philosophy deals
with reason. As for wisdom and
reason, there is no progress and
no retreat in them. They exist in
completion, with neither more in
sages, nor less in ordinary people.
What is the study of
wisdom? It refers to the wisdom
in the threefold study of precepts,
concentration, and wisdom. If you
want to have real wisdom, you
must first have concentration.
With concentration you can
distinguish true dharmas from
false dharmas and good dharmas

from bad dharmas. To obtain
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Cultivators must develop patience.

You must be able to endure heat, cold, wind, and rain.
Be able to bear hunger, thirst, scoldings, and beatings.
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concentration, you must first
observe the precepts. What are
the precepts? The precepts guard
against wrongdoing. We should
follow the saying: “Do no evil,
practice all good, and purify your
own mind. That is the teaching of
the Buddhas.” This is considered
wisdom. You say, “Everyone
understands the principle of
doing no evil. How can that
be wisdom?” “Anyone can
understand the principle of
practicing only good. How is
that wisdom?” If you can do no
evil, then you have the power of
the precepts. If you practice only
good, then you have the power of
wisdom. Once you have the
power of precepts, the power of
samadhi arises. The power of
concentration can regulate the
power of wisdom, the nature of the
wisdom.

I am an outsider to
science, but I will say a few
“professional” words. Science
is limitless and inexhaustible.
Five hundred years ago, people
already understood science. Over
three thousand years ago, there
were already people in China
who understood science. Xuan
Yan, the Yellow Emperor,
invented the compass four or
five thousand years ago, and it is
still being used today to tell
direction in both the East and
the West. Such things are the
products of science. Very early
on in Chinese science, before the
Zhou Dynasty, they had cannons

Pure Sound From Silicon Valley Newsletter 285 January, 2020

and gunpowder, but they didn’t
use them in warfare. They would
just set off the cannons a few
times to celebrate important
occasions. Science was already
developing in China then, and
by the time of Mocius, the plane
was already invented. Instead of
calling it a plane (“flying
machine” in Chinese), they
called it a “flying goose.” Although
the Chinese people like to
study, they do not try to deepen
their understanding. They invent
something, but do not investigate it
deeply, so after a long time, it is
forgotten. There is historical
evidence for this. In the Minor
Han Dynasty of the Three Kingdoms
Period [A.D. 221-263], Zhuge Liang
[a brilliant military strategist] built
wooden horses and oxen that
could transport food and supplies
for the army without needing to
eat hay or grain or to sleep.
Although that technology has
now been lost, it was also a
scientific development.

In speaking of science,
we must realize that the scientific
research of five hundred years
ago defined science a certain
way, but that definition has
changed after five hundred years.
What was considered a scientific
invention in the past is no longer
used now. So the principles are
endless and inexhaustible, and
when we say there is progress, it
does not mean that we invent
something new. Even when there
seems to be no progress, the

principle is always there. It is just
that our wisdom and intelligence
may not have reached that kind of
state, and so we are unaware of
that kind of science.

Computers are also a
result of science, but nowadays
everyone 1is infatuated with
computers, and many are using
them to make money. If you
understand computers, you can
make a lot of money, but if you
don’t, you might lose your job.
Over ten years ago, I said that
the computer (“electronic brain”
in Chinese) cannot beat the
“gpiritual brain” which runs not
on electricity, but on our own
wisdom. If you have wisdom,
then you can resolve any problem
right away. Fools who lack
wisdom cannot learn anything
well. Each one of us has a spiritual
brain. We don’t need to go out and
buy one. If we know how to use
our spiritual brain, then it can
surpass the electronic brain—the
computer. However, those who
study science today don’t know
about the spiritual brain, which is
inherent in their own nature and
need not be sought outside.

Philosophy deals with
reason, with the study of what is
logical and what is not. The
more people study this kind of
knowledge, the more muddled
they become, until they grow old
and die without having reached
any conclusion in their studies.
When they are reborn as people
in their next life, they will have

7




forgotten everything they studied
previously and will have to start
all over again.

Science and philosophy
exist by themselves, and there is
no such thing as their progress or
decline. Progress and decline are
just discriminations that we
make. As all of you scientiests
can tell, I am just speaking the
words of an outsider.

What is true science?
Not fighting is science; not being
greedy is science; seeking nothing
is science; being unselfish is true
science; not pursuing personal
profit is true philosophy, and so
is not lying. If you have these six
faults, then no matter how much
research you do, you are just
circling around on the surface.
The more you study, the more
muddled you get, and you will
never get a handle on it. It never
ends, but just goes on and on.
Wouldn’t it be better for us to
retumn to the source and improve
our spiritual brains? Then,
without making a move, we
would understand the universe.
Nothing would be beyond our
knowledge. As it is said, “one
suddenly penetrates everything
and understands all the inner and

outer, coarse and fine, aspects of
the myriad phenomena, as well
as the overall great functioning
of one’s mind.” If you can truly
cultivate precepts, concentration,
and wisdom, they are the
fundamentals of science and
philosophy. I'm afraid we
have neglected them and paid
no attention to them. We are
just spinning in circles, round
and round, unable to find a way
out. In studying science and
should first

investigate the

philosophy, we
thoroughly
science and philosophy of our
own selves. If you study
what is outside, without first
understanding your own problems,
then no matter how much money
and effort you expend in your
research, it will come to nothing.
This is because you are abandoning
the root to pursue the branch tips.
You are looking outside instead
of applying effort internally, in
the mind. If you search for and
study the Dharma external to
your mind, what you find will
not be the real thing.

I am sure some people
are objecting, “What you are
saying is totally absurd. We’ve

never heard anyone say that

science and philosophy should
be based on precepts, concentration,
and wisdom. Precepts, concentration,
and wisdom are the business of
monks—what do they have to do
with science and philosophy?” It
is just because you haven’t found
the root that you think they are
the business of monks. Actually,
monks are just people, and it is
people who become monks. It is
said, “People’s minds are all the
same, and all minds follow the
same principle.” You shouldn’t
think what I said is a big deal.
The true science is just
Buddhism. Buddhism encompasses
the myriad things, and there is no
field of study that goes beyond
Buddhism. Therefore,
want to study extensively, you
should first investigate the
Buddhadharma. Once you
understand the Buddhadharma, it

will be easy to study science and

if you

philosophy, because you will have
great wisdom, and all problems
will be solved as soon as they
arise.

If what I have said
makes sense, you can try it out.
If it doesn’t make sense, then 1
have wasted everyone’s time,
and you should forget it.
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Those who study Buddhadharma should steadily cultivate, honestly develop genuine skills, and not
be greedy for vain fames. In every action and every speech, strive to be true.
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Venerable Master's Talk— On Bowing
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Excerpt from Commentary on Flower Adornment Sutra by Venerable Master Hua
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During the precept transmission
right now, we are bowing to
the Buddhas and lecturing the
Sutras every day. What for? To
adorn our Dharma body. This is
known as using the Buddha's
adorn-ments to adorn ourselves.
While bowing, people who are ill
should bow with special sincerity.
By bowing, you can move the
Buddhas, Bodhisattvas, gods,
dragons, and the rest of the
eightfold division—all the good
Dharma protecting spirits, so that
you will recover from any illness
you might have.

For each bit of sincerity
you bring forth, you will receive
a bit of response. If you are ten
parts sincere, you will have a ten
parts of response. If you are a
hundred percent sincere, you will
have a hundred percent response.
The supreme, profound, wondrous

Dharma is difficult to encounter
in one's life. Since we have
encountered it now, we must
do our best to put it into practice.

When we bow to the
Buddhas, we should contemplate
the Buddhas of the ten directions
coming to rub the crowns of
our heads. As they bless us, our
karmic obstructions dissolve,
our good roots grow, and
imperceptibly we are cured of all
our illnesses. Thus, bowing to the
Buddhas is extremely important.
Unless there are exceptional
circumstances, everyone should be
in attendance for bowing to the
Buddhas. Bowing is an excellent
activity; it is good exercise
that makes you physically and
mentally healthy and improves
your circulation. If you do such
exercise, you will be cured of all
illness.

During the bowing sessions,

unless you have very urgent
business to attend to, you
should be bowing. This is crucial.
Our precept transmission session is
nearly over, and after it concludes
we will no longer bow so intensively;
we will be doing other practices.
During the precept transmission
session, most people may not
realize it, but many living beings
are bowing and receiving precepts
along with you. It is not just the
few people that you can see. Many
spiritual beings are protecting the
Bodhimanda. All of you should
pay attention to this point!

During the bowing sessions,
everyone should be a little more
sincere. If you bow sincerely, any
karmic obstructions that you have
will melt away; any sicknesses will
disappear; all troubles will vanish.
The power derived from bowing to
the Buddhas is inconceivable.
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If you see the Buddha and hear the Dharma, and open wisdom, then you leave suffering and attain bliss.
But if you are stupid, you are in a dark hell, the way we had no lights just now. If you light a candle, the
candle is a tiny amount of Prajna wisdom. That minute quantity of wisdom of Prajna enables you to see
words. You should turn on the light in your mind. With your mind's light turned on, you won't need
candles or electricity for there to be light. You will have attained the unsurpassed wisdom. When you
attain unsurpassed wisdom and your mind's light is turned on, then even in the dark world you still have
the great treasury of brightness.

—E 2 LA &%/ By the Venerable Master Hua
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GoOLD SAGE MONASTERY ANNOUNCEMENT OF DHARMA ASSEMBLIES

J [

IJJ?ZF \fJ Buddhist Events in January, 2020

i 1/1 2 REMIBE (8:30AM ~10:00AM )
(Wed.) The glsaster Eradicating Auspicious Spirit Mantra
Y P 1/2 ljéf PSR ET (8:30AM~10:00AM )
(Thu.) Anniversary of Shakyamuni Buddha'’s Enlightenment
1/5 PEIE & (8:15AM~2:30PM )
The Shurangama Mantra Recitation
. I FEBHE €7 (8:00AM~8:50AM )
i | The Shurangama Mantra Recitation
(Sunday) 1/12,19
BB (9:00AM~10:50AM )
Lecture on the Shurangama Sutra
i = * L7 (8:15AM~4:00
1T 14,2506 |FTRTHIER P RLSFS (8:15am-400m
KA 3 Days of Buddha Recitation

S R

=311 pm
| p DharmaAssemnyofGreat

ompassion Repentance

E| f}}if [FI*J Buddhist Events in February, 2020

FIH# Date

el vali A= hFT The Shurangama Mantra Recitation

2/2,16 ¥ 8AM ~8:50AM

Lo

FoRSE % Lecture on the Shurangama Sutra

2/2,16 #5F! 9AM~10:50AM

FJ ]é'ﬁgﬂi{alﬂxﬁrﬁ’* Elders’ Dharma Study Group

2/2 ¥dF 9:00AM~12:30PM

iy @#frf? T‘f{ Avatamsaka Sutra Recitation

2/9~3/1 weekday 1pm
Sat & Sun. 8:15am~ afternoon

NNk Tf[f Dharma Assembly of Great Compassion Repentance | =

I (Everyday) 1 pm

L
(GSM)
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® The Flower Adornment Sutra will be reverently recited at Gold Sage Monastery
starting at 1:00 pm during February 9 to March 1, 2020,
Saturday and Sunday starting from 8:15 am to afternoon




