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We should make it our top priority to benefit others.
The first step in benefiting others is not to obstruct others.

—ENEA B4/ by Venerable Master Hua
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No fighting, no greed, no seeking, no selfishness, no pursuing personal advantage, and no lying.
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What are we living for ¢

— R - Jurr OF = = —{ — El jg‘/‘f”éj_‘ﬁﬁi;

Talk given by the Venerable Master Hua on March 21,1980
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V. ~ hat are we living for?

Who are we? It is you, is me,
him too. What are we here
for?

Someone says, “We’re
here to collect garbage.” Is
that so? Nowadays, people
pick through things that others
throw away, finding treasures
in others’ garbage. People also
plagiarize and copy others’
styles, while neglecting their
own inherent talents. They
rationalize, “If copying isn’t
then where did
other people get their styles

allowed,

from?” They renounce the
essence and grasp at trivialities,
making things worse by
clumsily trying to imitate

others. As a result, their own
true wisdom remains concealed
and undeveloped. The more they
direct their attention outwards,
the further away they drift!
This is truly a great mistake.

But why are we born
here? To pan gold and seek
profit? No! To make fortunes?
No! Money and material
things are not truly useful.
When the time comes to die,
what use are they?

What have we come into
this world for? Since we have
been born here, we should help
the world and the people in it.
Benefiting living beings is our
duty. We shouldn’t degrade the
value of our life by directing it
towards selfish ends. We make

it our top priority to benefit
others and always be concerned
about humanity as a whole. The
first step in benefiting others
is not to obstruct others. To
benefit ourselves at the expense
of others, thus bringing harm
and affliction to others, is not
a proper thing to do.

Being born in this world,
our first task is to establish
merit and virtue; writing
literature is secondary. Merit
and virtue are invisible,
while words are visible. It is
said, “When words are cut off,
the mind’s activity ceases.” If
we arrive at that state, we are
not far from enlightenment.
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Ignorance has two accomplices-the desires for food and sex. Food and sex support

ignorance in perpetrating all sorts of evil. A Confucian proverb says, "Food

and sex are part of human nature.* We are born with the craving for food and sex.
Why is it that we have not been able to demolish our ignorance, eliminate our afflictions,

and reveal our wisdom? Because we crave food and sex.

— 'Ea A 8% / by Venerable Master Hua
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Rules, Are Lost between You and Me
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Spoken by Dharma Master Heng Yun on June, 2013 at the Dharma Realm Buddhist books Distribution Society, Taipei
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Today is the eighteenth

anniversary of Ven. Master’s
Nirvana. It’s been eighteen
years and yet many people still
come to participate in Ven. Master’s
memorial ceremony. As you can see
Ven. Master Hua’s teachings had
truly flowed into
heart.

In just a moment, we will
start the Grand Meal Offering
ceremony. What was the occasion
that this

ceremony started? When Ven.

everyone’s

particular offering
Master was alive, the Grand
Meal Offering ceremony was
once held at the old Gold
which
was known as the Gold Mountain

Mountain  Monastery,
Chan Monastery at that time. I
have seen the pictures of the
ceremony but did not participate
in it. Ven. Master gave instructions
to people in the ceremony which
not many people attended. A circle
was formed in front of the Buddha
and offerings were passed around.
In 1983, I moved to CTTB as a
permanent resident and I have not
seen this type of offering again.
Due to Ven. Master’s passing
into Stillness in 1995, we held a
memorial ceremony for Ven.
Master’s Nirvana. It was not until
then the Grand Meal Offering
ceremony was revived again;
most founders of monasteries
and great virtuous ones were honored
with such ceremony on their Nirvana
Day. Out of my expectation, with

such causes and conditions, the
Grand Meal Offering ceremony
has continued every year since
then.

For the past few years, |
realized that people no longer
say they are coming to participate
in Ven. Master Hua’s Nirvana
Memorial, instead, to the Grand
Meal Offering Ceremony. Such
sign actually indicates that people
forget the true meaning of Ven.
Master Hua’s memorial day and
made the Grand Meal Offering
ceremony the main theme of the
day. Why do I specifically
mention this phenomenon? It’s
because I do not wish this memorial
day turns into a day of gourmet
feast for all of us. If this is the
case, | really feel sorry for
Ven. Master.

When I was a novice,
actually a laywoman to be exact, |
was already working as the kitchen
manager. Because of this, I
sometimes needed to prepare
Ven. Master’s lunch. He ate
very simple food. I remember
at the time I was the co-manager
with another fellow cultivator.
One day, this fellow cultivator
resolved to be filial to the Master.
She took the time to cut the fruits
very nicely and arranged a
beautiful fruit platter to present
to Ven. Master. It ended up
that this person was scolded by
the Master, “This is simply a
lookdown on me!” Ven. Master
did not touch the fruit at all.




Everything Ven. Master
ate and wore was very simple.
There was no salt or oil in his
diet; it’s just plain and simple.
What did he eat? He would
usually eat a bowl of congee
or a bowl of rice and a bowl of
plain mixed vegetable soup along
with some fruits and nuts. Just
like aforementioned, no specially
arrangement or platter was allowed,
just leave the food there the way it
is or else Ven. Master would not
eat it. Additionally, we could not
give him too much food since he
didn’t wish to eat that much. Ven.
Master’s diet was so simple and
plain. Due of this reason, we
should not indulge ourselves in a
gourmet feast on his Nirvana Day
because by doing so, we would
have attended to trifles to the
neglect of the essentials,
which means we forget the
of Ven.
Master’s Memorial Day.

true significance

Sometimes, we monastics
will also forget and inform the
lay people, “Remember to come
for the Grand Meal Offering
ceremony!” Instead, we should
“This is Ven.
Master’s Nirvana Day. Let’s

have said,

come together to reminisce Ven.
Master.” This
should retrospect of the past and

memorial day

prospect of the future. We should
examine ourselves: “Ven. Master
Hua has passed into Stillness for
eighteen years. What have we
done during these years What

should we do in the years to
come? If we hold the memorial
with this attitude,
meaningful and beneficial. This
should not be the day that we
“celebrate” Ven. Master’s passing.

it 1S more

If so, we have lost its meanings.

We should also think
about Ven. Master’s teachings,
of which, have we embodied?
Today, we recited the Chapter
of Universal Worthy’s Practices
and Vows. A passage in the text
said, “Make the offering of cultivating
according to the teachings.” Have we
cultivated according to the
teachings? Have we followed
the teachings in our practices?
If we have cultivated according
to the teachings, this alone is an
offering. Making an offering does
not merely mean to bring food to
the monastery. When Ven. Master
was alive, he always reminded us
frequently that we do not fight,
do not be greedy, do not seek,
do not be selfish, do not pursue
personal advantages and do not
lie. Then, when we encounter
circumstances in our everyday life,
have we fought with others? Ven.
Master had instructed us not to
wash others’ laundry. Are we
washing other’s dirty laundry
often? These are very beneficial
instructions in our daily life and
are the foundations of one’s
cultivation. We should cleanse
our minds and reflection upon
ourselves every day. Ask ourselves,
“Do I fight? Am I greedy? When I

do the Buddha’s work, am I
greedy for gaining merit and
virtue?” For example, if I am
good at doing something or I like
doing something, none of you
should do it or can do it but me. |
am the one who will do it all.

Not fighting, not being
greedy, not being selfish, not
pursuing personal advantages
and not lying are basically the Five
Precepts. Ven. Master explained
“not seeking” as not pursuing men
and women. As far as this point
1s concerned, do we have the
correct knowledge and views?
In the past, our tradition was
more conservative than now.
Men and women hardly interact
with each other. Nuns seldom
talk to the men side. If there was
monastic business to discuss
with the men side, two nuns
must be present during the time
of conversation.

In the 80s, an incident had
occurred. At the time, monks
worked at the CTTB administration
office. All mail were sent to the
office first. Therefore, nuns had
to get our mail from there. One
of the bhikshunis often used
lunch time to pick up the mail
from the administration office.
One night during the lecture time,
a bhikshu went up to the stage to
scold that bhikshuni and everyone
was shocked! Not long after that,
that bhikshuni returned to the lay
life. Ven. Mastered talked to us
about this afterwards. He told us

£ 219 8f 2014 & 07 B



the reason why the bhikshu scolded
that bhikshuni. It was because he
wanted to cultivate but then when
she went to pick up the mail, she
always smiled at him. He
couldn’t stand it.

Although monastics have
renounced worldly conditions to
cultivate, we are not sages after
all. We are only walking on the
Path and therefore, we have
not cut off all of our love and
emotions yet. Consequently,
we must know the rules. The
branch monasteries are mostly
managed by the women side.
Unavoidably, we need to talk to
lay men about monastic business
from time to time. So, lay men must
know how to be a proper Dharma
protector. It is not so easy to
On the

women side, lay women must

nurture a monastic.

live and work in the monastery
for two years as a “pure person”
first. (Note: this is the training
stage of becoming a novice nun.)
After two years, the lay woman
would have been qualified in her
behaviors and her resolve to walk
the path. If she passes, she can
enter the monastic life as a novice
nun for at least three years before
she is ordained. All together, it
takes five years of training.
Hence, it is not very easy to train
one to become a monastic.
Dharma protectors must
know your boundaries. If a layman
must talk to a nun, he must find

another layman or laywoman to

Pure Sound From Silicon Valley Newsletter Issue 219 July, 2014

accompany him in the conversation.
This is the most basic requirement.
In the past, Ven. Master’s rule was
that if a bhikshuni needs to go to
the administration office, she
must be accompanied by another
bhikshuni in order to go because
the men side works in the office.
Even though Ven. Master has
passed away for a long time, we
still must know the rules in this
area.

Now we communicate via
e-mail on the internet all the
time. In the past, there was only
one telephone located at the
administration office in the entire
CTTB. There was no e-mail or cell
phones; none of these existed. At
that time, phones were very
prevalent. But Ven. Master never
added more phones anywhere
regardless of how inconvenient it
is. Later, things became more
open. It is now the digital
age. We could not help but
use e-mail to communicate to
discuss  monastic  affairs.
What is the code of conduct
when monastics use e-mail to
communicate?

When I was a lay woman
or a novice nun, [ frequently
encountered the following
situation. A bhikshuni would
come to me and said, “Could
you sign a ‘seen by’ for
me?” (Note: It’s a way to co-sign
a note.) Because she wanted to
write a note to someone, she had
to find

another person to

sign“seen by”, which means this
is not a note I sent you alone;
another person has also read
the content. From here you see
the monastic back then had good
concept of this. Nowadays, even
if we do not cosign “seen by” the
notes we pass to another woman,
at the minimum, nuns must
cosign a note communicating
to the men side. Do not send
e-mail to the men side alone by
yourself. Laymen must also
know this: do not communicate
to the nuns via e-mail one on one
by yourself. When communication
1S one on one, who knows what
you talk about in the e-mail?
Therefore, when I send
e-mail to the men side, I will
copy another bhikshuni in the
e-mail. This is a way to protect
my cultivation. It’s not easy to
leave the home-life. I have been
a nun all these years and I don’t
really have much cultivation. But
at least I hope to continue my
life as a nun. Monastic must
amass some provision and know
their places and duties. We must
know how to protect our own
cultivation. In the past, if we fool
around with the men side, Ven.
Master would scold us very
badly. Moreover, even the
interaction amongst the same
sex, for example, laywomen
should not send unimportant and
miscellaneous e-mail to the
nuns to distract them from their
offer

cultivation, or nuns




iPhone or iPad. If monastics
cannot self-discipline themselves,
it is easy for them to lose their
resolve on the Bodhi path.

The reason I am talking
to you about this is because the
participants today consist of
monastics and lay people. I
hope to help lay people understand
how to protect monastics; it’s
actually mutual protection. Lay
people should not support only
one monastic; by doing so, he
or she will be “supported to fall”
to the hells. This is planting a
very bad cause. In the future,
the monastic and the dharma
protector will become family
members. In the Chronicles
Master
Xu-Yun, the past causes and

Biography of Ven.

conditions of an incense

vendor were told there. The

incense vendor in the past
life was a bhikshu; his present
wife was a lay woman in the
past. Because the  wife
(laywoman) had offered the
husband (bhikshu) a precept sash
in the past life, they became
spouses this life. Therefore, there is
this kind of conditions.

When making offerings,
one must make offerings to the
Sangha community. It should not
be the case that I like this
Dharma Master, I will only make
offering to him or her only. This
kind of offering is not good for
monastics and will harm his or
her cultivation. Lay people
should not have this kind of
behaviors frequently because
monastics will gradually get
used to it. Maybe in this life,
they are still left-home people.

However, due to a mistake
made on the causal ground, in
the future lives, they will not
be able to become monastics
again. Those of you who are
sitting here were probably
monks and nuns in the past;
however, due to insufficient
causes and conditions, you are
a lay person this life. You feel
regretful, right? Although we
cannot become left-home people
this life, we can create causes to
become one in the future.
These causes to plant are to
help establish and maintain
Ven. Master’s traditions in our
monasteries; make offerings
properly accordingly to the
Dharma. You can plant these

causes.

(To be continued)
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GSM Summer Sunday School starting from July 6.
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Don’t let time pass by in vain, take full advantage of their shaping period. On this hot
summer day , bring your children to this peaceful dharma place to explore the meaning
of life and to learn the virtues of filial obedience, love, compassion, and gratitude.

Time : Sunday 9:00AM — 11:00AM,
July, 6 to Aug. 17,2014

Age :3-18 years old

Fee : $20
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GoLD SAGE MONASTERY ANNOUNCEMENT OF DHARMA ASSEMBLIES

=] I,}NF if7 Buddhist Events in July, 2014

7 /20, 27 (8:00AM ~8:50AM )

T ral Ve Tff The Shurangama Mantra Recitation

A R 'F'T'

7/6
Lalf !

:15AM ~4:00PM )
Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation

Sunda 1
y 7/20,27 ol

(9:00AM ~10:45AM )
Lecture on the Shurangama Sutra

ST 7/5 FJ (21257 Elders’ Dharma Study Group (2:00PM ~4:30PM )
Celebra ion of Guan Yin Bodh|sattva s Enlightenment
ZF1 pm A Tf‘f Great Compassion Repentance (i (7 #Ififfi# 9t)
Lt B s
Celebration of Guan Yin Bthlsattva s Enlightenment 7/13 fl 2471y
L SRR A 0TI 10F Ui SEF ! TTB)
GSM will arrange bus tour for same- day travel. Please sign up before July, 10
F| 77157 Buddhist Events in August, 2014 FIH#] Date R

f%:ﬁ (127 Elders’ Dharma Study Group

8/2 ¥d+  2:00pPM ~4:30PM

A A Tﬁ Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation

8/3 FHE! 8:15aM ~4:00PM

8/104 [ Istarting from 8:15aM

i [ E bﬁ Celebration of Ullambana Dharma Assembly & EF‘F[:T{J

PYp-~  Earth Store Recitation Dharma Assembly 8/10 ~17 8:15aM ~4:00PM (GSM)

= S ACPE] i rf“[f Six Syllable Mantra Dharma Assembly 8/24 ! 8:15AM ~10:45AM

Nk DA Great Compassion Repentance (i* ¢} F“HF HEE9) I (Everyday ) 1 pm

%Tﬂ%ﬁ%ﬁr] E%fjﬁ:’ =S Celebration of Earth Store Bodhisattva’s Birthday g /24 fl Py
£ LR PR 2 Jmif %ﬁh 1211 Ji € FHE TTB)

GSM will arrange bus tour for same- day travel. Please sign up before August, 21
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Gold Sage Monastery Recent Dharma Events

1. B/ERAREE : AA+R(EMA) EFAB+ESRR -

Celebration of Ullambana :
On August, 10 ( Sunday ), starting from 8:15 am.

2. WG : AA+a(EMmA)EAAFxA -
LFABFESE T
(BT BELT ) TTERAGHHRLESE )

Earth Store Recitation :
starting from August 10to 17, 8:15am~4: 00pm
( Setting up Plaques for Lengthening Life and for the Rebirth is available.)




