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All Buddhist disciples, be diligent! Honestly cultivate. In thought after

thought, do not pass the time in vain. In thought after thought, go towards
the Tao.

— @Ak fﬁ%/ By the Venerable Master Hua
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No ﬁghtlng no greed, no seeking, no selﬁshness no pursuing personal advantage, and no lying.
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Cultivating diligently without laziness in each and every thought
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From Commentary on The Avatamsaka Sutra by the Venerable Master Hua
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Cultivating diligently from

beginningless  time  until

now, through an unknown
number of ssuccssive great eons,
without growing lax, the Buddha
was never lazy. He was
courageously vigorous, never
casually letting even a second
pass in vain. He cherished every
second as if it were worth more
than gold.

Our Chan sessions and
Buddha recitation sessions are
examples of diligent cultivation.
During the Buddha recitation
sessions, we rise at four in the
morning and recite the Bud-
dha's name, putting effort in
cultivation all day long and
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not resting until ten o'clock at
night. This is diligent culti-
vation. We diligently culti-
vate precepts, samadhi, and
wisdom, and put to rest greed,
anger, and stupidity and in our
cultivation we do not grow lax or
lazy. We cultivate that way
during Buddha

sessions. During Chan ses-

recitation

sions, we are even more vig-
orous, starting at 2:45 in the
morning and retiring at mid-
night. We sleep only two hours
or so each night. That's an-
other case of diligent culti-
vation. But we cultivate this
way only for a limited time.
Our Buddha recitation ses-
sions are one week long, and
our Chan sessions are two
weeks long. The Buddha isn't
as lazy as we are. He doesn't
have any fixed sessions. He is
diligent day after day, month
after month, year after year. In
general, he is diligent at all
times.

Since he never slacks
off, he is unstained by worldly
dharmas, such as reputation,
profit, wealth, beauty, fame,
food, and sleep. These are

things that worldly people like.

They like to eat good food.
One kind is not enough; they
demand a variety of dishes.
And the better the food, the

more their appetite grows.
Thus,
dharma, as is clothing. People

food is a worldly
enjoy wearing fine clothes.
The more well-dressed they
are, the more they want to
acquire even finer apparel.
Wanting a fine house is also a
worldly dharma. So is wanting
to sleep longer hours. When
one is defiled by worldly
dharmas, one cannot achieve

transcendental Dharma. When

worldly dharmas prevail,
transcendental Dharma
seems insignificant. When

transcendental Dharma takes
precedence, worldly dharmas
fade into the background.

The Buddha concen-
trated only on transcendental
Dharmas. so he was unstained
by worldly dharmas, like
empty space. He was like clean
and unpolluted air. Having
cultivated the Unsurpassed Way
and achieved Buddhahood, he
used various skillful means, not
just one, to transform the flocks
of beings. He had to use many
different expedient means to
teach and transform the many
different kinds of living beings.
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Practice The Supreme Dharma Of Precepts And Purify The Speech Karma

Today is Jin Liao's turn

to tie dharma affinity with
everyone. If1say anything which
is not in accordance with
Dharma, please kindly correct
me.

In cultivation, in addition
to being self-motivated, we also

need keep in mind that we
must be more disciplined °

and be alert with the principle
of "causes and effects",
because ultimately we will
reap whatever we have
planted through our actions.
Today, I would like to
share a story about speech
Karma which I learned in my
Precepts class. Once upon a
Buddha

was a prince in one of his past

time, Shakyamuni

it g / By DM Jin Liao
Pl & BT/ Huali Yuan

lives. Due to his root of

goodness, not only he had
dignified qualities and
appearance, he was also very
filial and compassionate to
all. However, he never spoke
even a word to anyone. The
King and Queen were worried
that the prince would still be
mute by the time he was to be
the king.
mute, he would not be able to

Since if he was

handle the nation's welfare. To
solve this matter, five hundred
officials suggested to the
Majesty that the prince be
killed, so that another prince
could take his place to be a
new successor to prevent the
country from falling into
chaos. The King was astonished

upon hearing the suggestion,

4
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but he eventually agreed to
kill the prince.
The prince suddenly
spoke to the King, "Your
majesty, please do not kill
me! The reason I chose not to
speak is that I was also a king
in my past life. However, I
wrongly said something which
negatively affected others; as a
result, I fell into the hell to pay
for my speech karma. After
enduring the suffering in
hell and paying for my
speech karma, I dared not to
speak in this lifetime. Now,
you and your five hundred
officials want to kill me,
which is also a manifestation
of my past action. Due to filial
piety, I just do not want you to

commit the same offense as [
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did in the past. So I am
speaking now to explain the
reason for my decision of not
speaking. Your Majesty,
please, instead of killing me,
could you allow me to leave
the home-life to cultivate the
Way?"

In contemplating the
moral of this story, we must
be very cautious when we
speak anything to anyone. As
cultivators, we should be very
disciplined in our action
through body, speech, and
mind to reduce afflictions to

ourselves and to others.

Do not talk without knowing
the foundation!

Do not fabricate any piece of
information!

Do not engage in deviant talk!
Do not engage in double-tongue
speech!

This was what I learnt in
the precept class.

Before my ordination, I
had a very bad memory, and
could only remember one
short paragraph one time. I
could not remember things
very well, especially things
happened long time ago. I told
a Dharma Master about that.
She told me to let it be and let
go of it.
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But during these 108
training days, my capability to
memorize

things improved

greatly. 1 could remember
four to six pages every time
when it was my turn to recite.
I believe it was due to a lot of
support from the Triple Jewel,
Buddhas, Bodhisattvas and
Dharma Protectors. Every
time when I finished reciting
my homework, I transferred
the merit to all living beings.

I am very grateful to
able to leave home and
become a Sangha member
under the Venerable Master. |
experienced great responses
when [ followed his six
Guidelines, especially the
guidance that not to be greedy
and not to fight.
memory was not as good as
others, I looked inside and did

my best, trying to remember

Since my

as much as I could, but not to
look at my other Dharma
Brothers who could remember
much more than I do. Also, I
must not be greedy to want to
do something beyond my

capability. I have benefited
greatly  following  these
guidelines.

I would like also to
thank all
who have devoted all their

Dharma Masters

time, efforts and enthusiasm

to teach us the Precepts and to
work in the Ordination
Hall. They have shown us a
good example of the Venerable
They

showed us that no matter what

Master's  teaching.
we do, no matter how small or
big the task is, we must do it
with great care. We must try
our best. I would like to also
thank all the
Dharma Masters who translated

Vietnamese

the Precepts to us > since we have

two Vietnamese preceptees.
We are also very lucky to have
all the help from the kitchen
staffs and lay people who put
much efforts and great work
to give us a decent place to
stay and to fulfill our training.
Finally, I truly believe
that Buddhas and Bodhisattvas
did come to Precept Transmission.
After 1 got ordained, I came back
down to continue bowing
When 1 bow
down, I saw all the Bronze

repentance.

statues of Buddhas emitting
golden light, I thought I was
having some false thoughts,
so I lifted my head to look
again, and I saw the same
thing. I had to repeat it one
more time to make sure I was

not mistaken.
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Will “Not Receiving Precepts” Give You True

Freedom?
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By the Venerable Master Hua
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In learning Buddhadharma, we must learn precepts, concentration, and wisdom. Precepts help us
to “refrain from all evil and do all good.” We refrain from doing whatever is bad, but we do all
good things. Concentration is the vigorous study of Chan meditation. Wisdom is the result of
concentration, and concentration comes from upholding precepts. This is called the three
non-outflow studies. We must put an end to greed, hatred and delusion. Being free from
greed, we will not fight. When we do not fight with others, we seek nothing. When we do not
seek, we will be selfless. When we are selfless, we will not pursue personal advantage. All these
are related. Studying Buddhadharma means following the teaching in a precise and honest manner.
Don’t take chances and shortcuts, just cultivate honestly.

— j‘g‘[ SR gﬁ%& / By the Venerable Master Hua
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Will “Not Receiving
Precepts” Give you
True Freedom?

People with wrong views say,
“Don’t take
What do you want to take

the precepts.

them for? Why get some pre-
cepts to restrain you?” That is
a wrong view. You think that
not receiving precepts is be-
ing free. But it’s very easy to
fall into the hells that way.
That's where your so-called
"true freedom” may lead you.
If you receive the precepts,
you will have the protection
of precepts. The precept
marks, percept dharma, and
precept substance will support
you. You will not fall into the
hells that easily. Even if you
do fall into the hells, you will
get out quickly. If you like to
be free and don’t take pre-

cepts, then later when you fall
into the hells, it's not for sure
when you will come out.

On the other hand if you have
received precepts your time
span in the hells can be
shortened. It is like when
someone who committed a
major crime gets caught by
the police. If the criminal had
worked as a personal guard or
an attendant for the president,
then the president may write a
note ordering that criminal's
release. If the criminal doesn’t
have such connection, he
won’t be released for who
knows how long. It is similar
to that. When you have the
protection of precepts, the long
duration of your suffering can
be greatly condensed. Therefore,
don’t get smart and say,
“It’s good not to receive
the precepts.”

It’s good for you to receive

the precepts. Let me say this
to you, “Having taken the
Buddha’s
beings enter the position of
all Buddhas.” When living
beings take the precepts of

precepts, living

Buddhas, it’s the same as
having entered the position
of the Buddha. Therefore,
don’t disparage the precepts or
slander the Vinaya of the
Buddha.

What If 1 Break
The Precepts?

Precepts are the mother of
Buddhahood. If you want to
become a Buddha, you must
uphold precepts and not break
them. Having transgressed the
precepts is just like drifting in
the ocean in a leaking boat.
Won't the boat sink? Violating

BRXRORHOMT K FEAQEHMT K o LAERR  RREAF
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When we cultivate the Tao, we should not seek in lofty or faraway places. If you can see
through and put down what is right before your eyes, you will be free and at ease wherever
you are. But if you cannot see through things and put them down, then you will not be free

no matter where you go.

— fit " #k/ By the Venerable Master Hua
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the precepts is just like causing
the boat to sink in the ocean.
When you have received the
precepts, you must uphold
them. If you don’t, it’s the
same as having leaks. When
you leak, you are not free of
outflows. Having no outflows
comes when we do not break
the precepts; when you break
the precepts, you have outflows.
What should you do if that
happens? You must mend the
precepts. How? You may create
merit and virtue either by
making monetary donations or
by doing volunteer work. By
redeeming your offenses and
establishing merit before the
Triple Jewel, you will wipe

out your offenses.

The Story Of An
Old Cultivator

Once an old lay cultivator had
received the five precepts and
an additional rule of “keeping
silent while eating.” However,
later he broke all five precepts
and only kept the rule of
"keeping silent while eating."
The precept-protecting spirit
that protected this rule
hoped that the lay person
would violate it so that he
could also leave. This person,
nonetheless, never broke that
rule. He always ate in silence.
Later, that precept spirit
appeared in a dream, “You have
transgressed all the precepts.

Why haven’t you broken this
rule of "keeping silent while
break it
quickly so I can leave.”

The old cultivator thought to
himself, “I only hold this one

eating"? Please

rule of eating in silence and
still I have that precept spirit
protecting me.” Thereafter, he
found a virtuous Dharma
Master and received the five
precepts again. Consequently,
he cultivated and realized the
Way. Each person has his own
set of causes and conditions.
Therefore, receiving precepts
is a very important matter in
Buddhism.

B WARSZOH FEAAHH  ARCTHEHRPRMELRA
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There are many different Buddhas, but of all the Buddhas, Amitabha Buddha has the
closest affinity with us. We living beings may be likened to iron filings and Amitahba
Buddha is like a magnet which draws us in to the Western Land of Ultimate Bliss.The
other Buddhas are also like magnets, but their magnetism is not as strong. So living
beings should recite the name of Amitabha Buddha and cultivate the Pure Land

Dharma door.

R 1

By the Venerable E\/Iaster Hua
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GoOLD SAGE MONASTERY ANNOUNCEMENT OF DHARMA ASSEMBLIES

= El5 FI[EI*J Buddhist Events in December, 2017

NE I
12/ 38’~0101M~£OEAM PRI IF'T The Shurangama Mantra Recitation
’ Lecture on the Shurangama Sutra
Zaf! 1210 QPHISE P (8:15a-4:00m1)
( Sunday) Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation

12/ 24 %?-EE E?Fﬁﬁ%i ( 8:15AM~ afternoon )

Dharma Assembly of Water Repentance

=11 pm Ak IF’T Great Compassion Repentance

LRl g [l 21y AR rﬁ Celebration of Amitabha Buddha’s Birthday i
& TR PR 1 U T g - ST a2k 2sp gy | 12/ 31SEED | R
ZHETA L o Gold Sage Monastery will arrange bus tour for same- (CTTB)

day travel. Please sign up early.

— k| f}}iﬁﬁﬁ Buddhist Events in January, 2018 F1H#] Date i EHF
i g fé’@i}l?;ﬁﬂkﬁ Celebration of Amitabha Buddha’s Birthday | 1/3 #&~ 8:30~ 10:00AM

?I%E%ﬂﬂ?ﬁﬁﬁ The Shurangama Mantra Recitation 1/ 7 JF 8:15~ 10:45AM

AR A 1/13,14 i+ ~ f!

Sutra on the Lotus Flower of the Wondrous Dharma Recitation 8:15AM ~ afternoon 5
BE e ’F’T Dharma Assembly of Medicine Buddha Repentance |1/ 21 Ji[ ! 8:15~ afternoon (Géh}[)
AP %ﬁ Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation 1/ 28} 18:15AM~ 4:00pm

*‘\?f[%i?iﬁﬁ Great Compassion Repentance ZFl (Everyday ) 1 pm
OEEMHBSWERS

ERLEG LM BRMIU » Email to: linww@yahoo.com
If want to cancel subscribing newsletter by mail.
Please write your name and address. Send the Email to : linww(@yahoo.com
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Gold Sage Monastery
11455 Clayton Road, San Jose, CA 95127 PERPN/I*I'TD# 2
Tel : (408) 923-7243 / Fax: (408) 923-1064 SUNNYVALE. CA

FER B g MUt www.drbaorg
website: http://drbagsm.org
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It is a blessing to receive dharma education from a young age.

£ TP 20185 P UPYEH T IR 7]
GSM Sunday School spring season will start from Jan. 7, 2018

R 1T FIE65]10 [12018 & (B WIETR!_FORE ~ 11 )
SEYE 3 ~18 B
Y707, By b 50

ﬁ?z@i?ﬁj © (408) 923-7243
Time : Jan. 7 to June 10, 2018, Sunday, 9AM ~ 11AM
Age :3-18 years old

Fee :$70, Second child: $50
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